
 

May your Thanksgiving be safe and peaceful. 

 

New Releases, Staff Recommendations.  

 

 
Our Country Friends by Gary Shteyngart. A novel by Shteyngart about a group of friends holing up together to ride out 
the pandemic has got to be brimming with hijinks, a set up that takes the reader down serpentine lanes with disclosures, betray-
als, mistakes, and ultimately quite a bit to say about the times.  Alexander Borisovitch Senderovsky is a bit of a human tornado, 
an absolute terror on the roadways.  Masha, his wife, tries to quell the tornado and direct his energies, an admirable goal but not 
an easy task.  Their daughter, Natashia, is eight and smart beyond her years (to the discomfort of the surrounding adults).  They 
have gathered onto their property 6 friends who will try to avoid the virus that struck in 2020.  It is going to be a wild year.  
 
Still Life by Sarah Winman. In 1944 Italy was in a losing war, the advancing allies routing the Germans.  Not that the Ital-
ians were in general keen for the Germans to win, but there was still, even in their eventual defeat, much suffering and death. 
Private Ulysses Temper is a young man who has cheated death, several times.  He feels lucky, is set to survive this apoca-
lypse.  He is on his way to pick up Captain Darnley, a man he would willingly follow through hell, when he spies a lone woman 
standing at the side of the road.    
 
Evelyn Skinner is 64, she came to Italy as a young woman and fell in love with the country.  Her training is art, her hobby bird-
watching, she has traveled with a friend from Rome north to Tuscany to volunteer in identifying art the Germans had snatched 
and return it where it belongs.  The two women spend the time waiting to have their talents put to work by watching birds.  
 
Evelyn had walked to the road gazing over the vista.  Ulysses pulls over to see if she might need assistance and a friendship 
that will last their lifetime begins.  This is one of those books you will cherish!  A story so full of joy, sadness, and just the wonder 
of life that it is a pleasure to read. 
 
A Line To Kill by Anthony Horowitz is another fun to read mystery, with the author in the fun as a character in his 
book.. Anthony Horowitz and ex Detective Inspector Daniel Hawthorne are attending a literary festival to drum up excitement 
about their upcoming book, Anthony’s tome about Hawthorne’s latest investigation.  Anthony was relishing the idea of having 
Hawthorne on his turf, the world of publishing, where the detective would not be the expert and might be just a little less in con-
trol.  Here Anthony could be the one showing the taciturn Hawthorne the ropes.  Instead, the solitary detective charms the pub-
lishing staff.   Hawthorne shocks Anthony by easily agreeing to attend a literary festival on Alderney, one of the British Channel 
Islands. His easy acquiescence was definitely out of character, or at least out of Anthony’s interpretation of Hawthorne’s charac-
ter.  He suspected Hawthorne had an ulterior motive, and so it proved to be.   
 

Anthony tries to figure out Hawthorne’s game, and is astounded at how quickly the heretofore curmudgeonly detective charms the literary 
set.  Meanwhile the locals are all in an uproar over a proposed new electric power line to connect France and England, a line that would go 
smack dab through the middle of the island.  Neighbor has turned against neighbor as those in favor square off against those opposed to the 
project. When a murder occurs, the suspects are all stranded together on the island.  Lots of humor and an interesting plot.   

 

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles, author of A Gentleman in Moscow. Four young men set out on a blazing Odys-
sey along the Lincoln Highway in June 1954.  Traveling along the historic highway, their journeys are all different, propelled by 
hopes, dreams, and tragedies.   
 
Emmett Watson was just released from juvenile detention where he served time for the serious crime of killing a man.  He is 
driven home to Nebraska by the warden, who sees something he likes in the sober young man.  While he was locked up his 
father died and the family farm is being foreclosed.  Emmett wants a fresh start, somewhere else, somewhere he can walk down 
the street unrecognized.   
 
Billy is a precocious 8-year-old, bright beyond his years, with dreams as big as the sky.  He is packed and ready to go when his 

big brother Emmett arrives.  Billy, a determined child, easily persuades Emmett their new home should be in the golden state of California. He 
has a plan.  
 
Duchess and Woolly hid in the warden’s car, Emmett is taken by surprise when they show up on his father’s farm with a whole new set of plans 
and dreams.  They have business they want to take care of in New York.  
 
I double dare you not to feel for all four of the boys, as life tosses them thither and yon.  Towles lovely prose and ready wit makes this a novel 
you will want to keep and reread often.  The characters will stay with you long after the last page.  
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New Releases, Staff Recommendations.  

 
Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr, author of All The Light We Cannot See,  is an ambitious novel that reaches 
across the ages and into the future.  Lives lived centuries apart are bound together by an ancient book written by Diogenes.  In 
a distant future Konstance sits in isolation in a ship headed for a far-off planet.  On scraps of paper, she inscribes passages 
from the book.  In 2020 Zeno, the 86-year-old translator of Diogenes book, is in an Idaho library with a group of children pre-
paring a play of the story. Meanwhile, unaware of the theatric rehearsal going on within, Seymour plans an act of violence to 
serve a higher cause.  In 1439 in Constantinople Anna sits by her sister, Maria, in the sewing room where a Nun watches over 
the orphans as they work from dawn to dusk.  In 1453 Omeir was plucked from his village along with the two oxen he raised 
from calves to serve the Sultan in his siege of Constantinople.  Each of them faces adversity and is comforted by Diogenes 
story of a young man who yearns to be become a bird to reach the Cloud Cuckoo Land in the sky.  Doerr takes the reader into 
a world of infinite possibilities that stretches across time into the dreams that bind us.  
 
The Speckled Beauty by Rick Bragg. Oh my, Rick Bragg can write! He won the Pulitzer Prize for journalism in 1996 as a 
reporter for the New York Times, later becoming their Miami bureau chief.  Since leaving the New York Times, he is a profes-
sor of journalism at the University of Alabama and the author of a slew of non-fiction books, every one of them excellent read-
ing.    In the space of a page, he can make you laugh out loud and break your heart. This is a memoir of his family, including 
the dog he loves.  
 
Packs of lost and abandoned dogs roam the backroads of rural Alabama.  A few years back, Rick rescued one of the dogs, an 
action his family had taken many times over the years, each dog special in their own way.  But this dog was something else 
again.  A dog from the herding breeds, with a talent for mischief.  They named him Speck and he set about making certain to 
banish boredom with a fervor. Speck settled into his new home, relishing a place to belong, determined to keep it lively and 

protect it from danger (real or imagined).  There are other animals on their acreage; mules, donkeys, cats, and such.  Speck is determined to 
herd them all.   
 
Rick writes of his mother, brother, and all the animal denizens of their home with comedy and pain.  Every book and article by Rick Bragg is a 
gift, he has such genuine talent.  In The Speckled Beauty Rick Bragg proves again that he has a heart as big as all outdoors, a heart big and 
bold enough to love a dog full of joyful mischief and trouble.    

 
The Magician by Colm Toibin is magic, dark magic, but magic nonetheless.  Thomas Mann was the son of a wealthy man 
in a small German town, he rose to be one of the most respected authors of the last century, winner of the 1929 Nobel Prize 
for literature.  
 
When his father dies, Mann’s mother moves to Munich leaving him behind to finish his studies.  Serious business men are put 
in charge of the families finances, forcing his mother to confer with them about her expenses and the boy’s education.  It is 
embarrassing and stifling for the beautiful widow. Thomas wants to be a writer, but his mother and her handlers don’t recog-
nize any particular talent in the boy and decide it is best if he is found a position with a respectable firm instead.  His elder 
brother is already becoming well known in literately circles.  But Thomas Mann perseveres, writes his book and makes a name 
for himself.  More books and greater acclaim follow.   

 
Thomas Mann lived in troubled times, through two world wars.  As a young man, he was fiercely proud of his German heritage, but the wars 
would wear that away.  Forced to flee Hitler’s Germany, he settled for a while in the USA.  Mann lived a long life, raised 6 children, and experi-
enced tumultuous world events. Toibin gives an intimate portrayal, anchoring his story with the novels Mann wrote.  Book lovers will relish this 
brilliant account of the life of one of literature’s greats.  

 
Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead. Ray Carney is a perfect illustration of how family can lead you to trouble just a 
surely as rain clouds bring rain.  Ray’s daddy danced on the wrong side of the law, was not much on raising a young son, and 
if he handed anything down to the young man, it was a determination to be nothing like his father.  He runs a business selling 
low-cost furniture and other assorted items, he is flexible about the provenance of some of his stock.  The dodgy stuff general-
ly comes from his cousin Freddie who gets Ray involved in all sorts of difficulty, think mob guys and dirty cops.  
 
Ray is a family man with a wife and children he loves dearly. His in-laws think their daughter could have done a lot better than 
Ray, a fact they do not keep hidden.   Respectability is important to him, he wants to do right, but the pull of family is strong 
and while his wife comes from upright people, Ray cannot turn his back on his impetuous cousin who seems to be a magnet 
for trouble with a talent for sharing the fallout.   He would like to prove his in-laws wrong and make a success of himself, move 

to a better part of Harlem, and be a good father and husband.  Noble aspirations, but that will require Ray be quick on his feet to avoid the 
trouble that rains down on Freddie.  This is a romp of a book, a lively story of New York in the 1960’s, and fun to read.   

 
Down Range by Taylor Moore. If you want explosive action, boy howdy does Down Range deliver!  Taylor Moore is a 
former CIA operative, so he knows a bit about his subject, but lord, I hope he embellished quite a bit!   
 
Garret Kohl is in Afghanistan for the DEA, observing the bad guys in a supposed drug deal when all holy hell breaks 
out.  When the dust clears, he is sent back to Texas, to the ranch he grew up on, charged with keeping safe a young Afghan 
boy, Asadi.  And may I say now, Asadi is a great character, you are bound to fall in love with this kid as your read!  His wonder 
at meeting the horses on the ranch is touching, the boy has an instant affinity for the large, beautiful animals.  
 
Garret doesn’t spend much time on his family ranch, it’s been three years since he last visited.  There is background, guilt, and 

grudges to overcome.  His dad is a crusty old coot, but he loves his sons, even if he doesn’t show it, and he loves the land.  Back home with 

Asadi, Garret sets to mending fences (metaphorically).   He soon discovers his big brother Bridger, a successful attorney, has gotten himself 

involved in something dodgy that is way over Bridger’s ability to tame.  Dangerous affiliations are involved, affiliations that are right up Garret’s 

alley.  Suffice it to say that it all leads to a cataclysmic showdown complete with pyrotechnics.  



New Releases, Staff Recommendations 

 
The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams. Celebrate the joyful power of reading with an excellent list!  

 

Mukesh, a lonely, grieving widower, and Aleisha, a college student overwhelmed by the responsibility of helping her 

brother care for their mentally ill mother, bond and heal through sharing books.   

 

Mukish’s wife was an avid reader, while he watched documentary programs, she read constantly.  His granddaughter is 

following in her footsteps, always with a book in her hands.  He is adrift without her.  In her things he finds an unreturned 

library book, being a responsible fellow he felt he should return the book.  But he knew it was probably the last book she 

had read, and maybe reading the book would make him feel closer to her.  It worked, by stepping into the pages of the 

book, he felt he was sharing the story with his wife.  It gave him comfort.  He wanted to read more, and also knew that 

reading might be a bridge to a clsoser relationship with his granddaughter. However this was a new world to Mukish, 

there were so many books, how could he know the way to go about selecting another that would be of similar quality.  Someone at the library 

would surely be able to advise him.  

 

Aleisha works at the library, she is a young college student, she should be enjoying her youth.  Her mother’s fragile mental state makes this 

impossible.  The woman cannot be left alone, either Aleisha or her brother must be with her all the time.  When she is not at work, she is tak-

ing care of her mother.  If she takes time for herself, it shifts more of the burden to her brother, it would be unfair.  Aleisha is on duty the day 

Mukish comes to the library.  Their first meeting doesn’t go well, she rebuffs his request for help with selecting a book, he leaves feeling de-

feated. Aleisha feels badly afterwards, knowing she has taken out her frustrations on a grieving elderly man.  While shelving books she finds 

a crumpled reading list.   She shares the list with Mukish and soon they are delving into the listed books.  Each book touches them in pro-

found ways, helping with their sorrows and encouraging them.  Join them in reading the list, if you like books about books, this is a winner.  

 

Now Available in Paperback. 

Moonflower Murders by Anthony Horowitz, author of the brilliant Magpie Murders.   Moonflower Murders is the sec-
ond in this clever series and does not disappoint.   

Susan Ryeland is living the good life, albeit without much free time and little recompense.  But what is to complain about?  She 
is on Crete!  With all that luminous green-blue water and a handsome Greek, Andreas.  Of course working round the clock at 
their small hotel is not so much fun.  She misses her London life in publishing.   

A well to do couple approach her about their missing daughter, explaining that there might be clues in one of Alan Conway’s 
Atticus Pund mysteries, a series she edited.  They have travelled to Crete to find her and are willing to pay major dollars for 
Susan to return to England, re-read the book, and help in the search for the missing woman.  Susan thought she was finished 
with Alan Conway, after all the man is dead, but she is easily persuaded to dig into the mystery.  Perhaps she should have 
reflected on how much trouble and chaos anything related to Conway could involve.  But never mind, it is to our benefit that 
she took the case, thus giving the reader another great book to enjoy!   

The Exiles by Christina Baker Kline, author of The Orphan Train.  The Exiles is amazing, this is a book that you will 
not want to put down until the last page is read.   

In the 1800’s women were convicted and sent from England to Australia for any number of offenses, many minor beyond be-
lief.  Three women are the focus.  Evangaline’s crime is being pregnant by her employer’s son. Hazel stole a spoon.  They 
meet on the ship transporting them to Australia.  The third, is just a child, an aborigine whose people have been relocated 
away from their ancestral homes, the land they used to roam now being settled by the Brits.   A story both intimate and bold, 
filled with historic detail and vivid writing. 

The Cold Millions by Jess Walter. Rye’s sole surviving family is his handsome big brother Gig, a charismatic young 
man who is taken with the labor movement.  Rye hasn’t caught his elder brother’s fever for politics.  His dreams are smaller 
than changing the world, he just wants a home and people around him he cares about.   

They are renting a room from an elderly woman who has offered to sell them the extra lot she owns in back filled with fruit 
trees.  Rye can see himself living there, but making a living is hard, he is just a teenager doing a man’s work trying to get 
by.  How would he ever afford such an elusive dream? Gig’s passions are not solely occupied by the rights of workers, he is 
also passionate about Ursula, a stunning beauty accompanied by a cougar (yes, the large kitty type complete with fangs).   

The brothers will run afoul of powerful interests, as they become involved in events beyond their control that will change their 
world. Walter paints a vivid picture of Spokane in the early 1900’s and gives us unforgettable characters.  

Squeeze Me by Carl Hiaasen has him at his maniacal best!   He manages to combine ecological disasters (pythons run-
ning, or maybe slithering amok, in Florida), the plight of immigrants and a President gone rogue.  If you are fond of Trump, 
this is probably not your book.  If not, this might give you a little comedic relief.  For everyone saddened, shocked, dismayed, 
and depressed by the former occupant of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue’s ability to tear apart legal and cultural norms with impu-
nity, this is a chance to lighten up, have a bit of fun.   

Hiaasen creates a great new character with Angie, a diminutive woman who probably likes animals better than humans and 
works catching the wildlife that gets on the wrong side of Florida’s human inhabitants.  You go girl!  The local Sheriff and a 
Secret Service agent are trying diligently, albeit at times futilely, to limit the damage from the aforementioned President and 
marauding wildlife.  Favorite characters from Hiaasen’s earlier books also play a part.  The name Trump is not mentioned in 

the book, still for those of us a bit dazed and shocked by the last few years, Hiaasen provides much needed relief and a lot of laughs.  I had 
great fun reading it!  



  
Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  

 
Everyone is welcome,  Meetings are held via Zoom Mondays at 6 PM.  

 
Times and dates are tentative due to current situation.  

 
December 

 

12-13 Searcher by Tana French Mystery Book Club  

  

12-20 The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyes  Fiction Book Club 

 
Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

November 2021 Book Clubs 

Summer started with the possibility of a return to more normal activities.  Vaccines were working against Covid-19, in July masks were taken 
off and we restarted in-person Book Club meetings.  Then the Delta variant took over, and numbers of infected climbed precipitously, break-
through cases increased, and hospitals were overrun with Covid-19 patients.   To keep our family, staff, and community safe all of those earlier 
precautions were reinstated.  After conferring with Book Club members, it was decided to eliminate in-person meetings for the remainder of 
2021.  We were so happy to be able to gather with Book Club members again, it was disheartening to abandon in-person meetings due to 
Covid-19 after such a brief respite.   
 
So we hope that 2022 is a better year, hopefully with Covid-19 under control and life back to some semblance of normal, including gathering in-
person to discuss interesting books.  We realize that some Book Club members may have found other activities they enjoy, made other com-
mitments,  by the time we are able to resume in-person discussions.  We miss getting together with our Book Clubs, they are a great group, 
and we hope that many of our Book Club members will return to meet and talk about books when it is safe.  We enjoy getting together.  
 
One good thing came out of Covid-19, Zoom Book Club meetings!  We enjoy our Zoom Book Club too!  They have become an important part 
of Sunriver Books & Music.  Our discussions are fun!  I look forward to every one of them and plan to continue the Zoom discussions even after 
in-person meetings resume.  I am fond of the Book Club members in our Zoom Book Clubs and the in-person Book Clubs, both are great 
groups!   
 
So this Thanksgiving, I want to say Thank You to our Book Clubs for the pleasure of discussing books with passionate readers! 
 
Book Club discussions are Mondays at 6 PM.  If you would like to take part in a discussion, please email sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com 
and I will send you the Zoom link prior to the Book Club meeting. 
 

November 8 Mystery Book Club discusses The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman.  The Thursday Murder Club is a 
lark, great fun to read! Coopers Chase Retirement Village is just the sort that all retirement facilities should be, with extensive 
park like grounds, walking paths, a pleasant vista, apartments with all the features expected in the better condominiums, park-
ing for the resident’s cars, and, of course, a game room.  On Thursdays four residents, The Thursday Murder Club, meet to 
discuss cold cases. Murder is their game and boy are they chess level players!   
 
Normally they concentrate on past murders, but when a murder takes place right at hand, they are in the game!  Running rings 
around the Fairhaven Police.  A clever plot, generous sprinkles of humor, and a cast of characters you will be wanting the re-
visit.  Good news on that front, the second in the series, The Man Who Died Twice, just released. 
 
November 29 Fiction Book Club discusses Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin.  This is one of those special books, that 
defy description and make you glad that it was written. It is Valerie Perrin’s first novel translated into English.  
   
Valerie Toussaint is the cemetery caretaker in a small French town.  She feeds the stray cats that make their way to this sanc-
tuary, and takes in the dog of a dead woman.  Her days are spent with the gravediggers, undertakers, local priest, and the 
mourners of the dead.  She offers them coffee, conversation, or sympathy in the little home on the cemetery grounds that came 
with her position. In short, Valerie is a good person who is kind to those in need of kindness, furred or human.  Her life is or-
dered around her tasks, until a policeman shows up, wanting to understand his mother’s instructions for burial.  He takes an 
interest in Valerie.  From this encounter, her past will intrude, challenging her to face her tragedies and reach for the future with 
hope.  This is a lovely story!  

Digital Audio Books. 
 

Sunriver Books & Music offers digital audio books through Libro.  
  

Sign up at libro.fm/sunriverbooks Sunriver Books & Music’s logo should appear on the top right corner of the site.  Here is a brief description 
of Libro and their terms. 
 

 Libro.fm works with all major publishers and has a catalog of over 100,000  audiobooks, including New York Times bestsellers.  

 Audiobooks can be purchased individually or through a monthly membership program. 

 Over 100,000 titles  • First month/audiobook for FREE  

 $14.99 monthly fee  (one audiobook/month) • 30% off additional audiobooks  and audiobook gifts  

For our customers who enjoy audio books as well as reading, we hope you find Libro a good source.  
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