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Saturday November 10 at 5 PM John Dodge presents A 
Deadly Wind, a comprehensively researched account 
of the Columbus Day Storm that spread destruction across 
the West in 1962.  It begins with a puff of wind out on the 
sea, gains speed becoming Typhoon Freda somewhere 
around Enewetak Atoll in the Marshall Islands.  Back in 
1962 not too many systems were keeping track of storms; 
that nifty Doppler radar was not around yet.  The Navy 
kept track, they had an investment in expensive ships and 
wanted to know if Mother Nature was planning on tossing 
them around like toys anytime soon, so they could make 
haste to move the ships out of the path of her fury.  Bill 
Bruder was a young chap flying out of Guam tracking Ty-

phoon Freda, ready to alert his superior officers if she showed an inclination to 
play rough with the Navy’s ships.  As Typhoon Freda lost speed, she was still not 
acting right, due to her unusual nature Bruder suspected she might be dangerous 
to the mainland; he radioed his superior officers to ascertain if they might like the 
crew to keep tracking the storm.  They were not as concerned, told him to head 
back to base.  Bruder was a 20 year old recruit fresh out of training, he didn’t 
have much more than a hunch to go on; there was nothing he could do when giv-
en the order to stand down.  Bruder’s hunch proved tragically accurate.   
 
On October 12, 1962 a storm of immense power hit landfall.  UW Professor Cliff 
Mass called it “the strongest nontropical windstorm to strike the West Coast in 
recorded history” and compared it to Superstorm Sandy.  The Columbus Day 

storm wreaked havoc with winds in excess of 150 miles an hour.  Any way you consider it, this was a huge storm.  Dodge gives 
plenty of background on the causes of storms to keep science buffs happy.  He contrasts the forecasting abilities of the1960’s 
with current day, detailing the changes.  However he also covers the personal experiences of those who either rode out the storm 
or perished.   Including the author, who watched the power of the storm in the home of friends.  There are many stories of individ-
ual bravery and tragedy.  In Tillamook a young farmer suffers the loss of his herd of cattle as the barn collapses, many barns 
across the west went down in that furious wind. A young boy is mauled by a confused young lion let loose when the storm de-
stroyed her enclosure.  In Portland bridges were shut as they swayed precariously.  In Seattle visitors to the World’s Fair were 
advised to leave the fairgrounds and seek shelter. All across the West there were falling trees, downed powerlines, and general 
chaos. Photos give shocking proof of the destruction.   
 
The Columbus Day storm is a part of Western history.  Dodge gives both the intimate stories of those who lived through the storm 
along with the big picture of the damage it caused and the aftermath of cleaning up all those collapsed buildings, downed trees, 
and the effects of the general mayhem the storm caused.  John Dodge’s A Deadly Wind has it all; researched history, science of 
storms, and the stories of plucky survivors 
 
Sign up to attend this free event by emailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com calling 541-593-2525 or stopping by Sunriver 

Books & Music.   There will be drawings for prizes and refreshments.  More information is available at sunriverbooks.com.  

Upcoming Author Appearances  

 

Saturday December 14, 2018 at 5:00 PM Weather Woman by Cai Emmons 

Saturday January 12, 2019 at 5:00 PM Violet Tendencies, The Pint of No Return, Live and Let Pie, by Kate Dyer-Seeley also writing as Ellie 

Alexander 

Saturday February 9, 2019 at 5:00 PM Deep Creek by Pam Houston 

 

Join us to enjoy fabulous authors! Hearing an author speak clarifies and enriches the reading experience. Author readings are free with re-
freshments served and drawings for prizes.  Sign up to attend these free events by calling 541-593-2525, e-mailing sunriver-

books@sunriverbooks.com or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music. Space may be limited for some events.     
Check sunriverbooks.com for changes or additions to the schedule.  

mailto:sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com


Staff Recommendations, New Releases. 

Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver is a brilliant novel set in two different centuries, both eras where lies trumped truth, 

and superstition overruled science. Kingsolver illustrates the human toll with insight, humor, and compassion in this deeply satis-

fying novel.  While showing the cost of leadership built on false promises and lies, it also illustrates the strength of the human spir-

it with characters who will not be broken by their times, no matter the price.  Kingsolver’s characters shine as they make their way 

through the maze of survival set before them.  She uses real historic characters in Vineland, such as Mary Treat and Charles Lan-

dis, in her fascinating novel.  Great reading. 

Vineland was established as a utopian society by Charles Landis in 1862; it was a society that may have professed to be forward 

thinking but embraced many lies and miscarriages of humanitarian principles in the treatment of its poorer residents and immi-

grants.  Kingsolver cleverly drops her fictional characters into a falling down house in this community during two time frames.   

In the late 1800’s Thatcher Greenwood lived with his mother-in-law, wife, and sister.  The house was falling down then too.  He had accepted a 

position as science teacher at the local high school, thinking he would be teaching young minds about science and the need to question, to 

think critically.  Instead he found the Vineland school expected all natural phenomena to be explained either in the Bible or by the intervention of 

angels.  It is an angst ridden, but eminently likeable, Thatcher who strikes up a friendship with their neighbor, Mary Treat.  He is shocked and 

delighted to find that Mary is a self-educated scientist, with publications to her credit and a lively correspondence with Charles Darwin.  In the 

dark days that will follow, as Thatcher battles for some truth in his teaching, his visits with Mary are a ray of sunshine.   

Current day, Willa Knox worked with her husband, Iano, toward financial security all their lives, intending to inhabit the American dream.  Willa 

worked as a journalist, Iano attainted coveted tenure at a Virginia college and they purchased a home in a good neighborhood where other pro-

fessors also resided.  This was their dream.  Then it became a nightmare; the college closed. With no jobs for professors, the property values in 

their neighborhood crashed obliterating their equity.  Meanwhile Willa’s job as a reporter also evaporated.   

Every lie of a better life for the middle class during the Trump administration was visited on Willa and Iano. Willa had no job and Iano was com-

peting with people half his age for teaching positions with no hope of tenure.  He accepted a job in New Jersey where Willa had inherited a 

home in Vineland, a home literally falling apart,  Their high achieving adult son lost his job in finance, and their wandering 26 year old daughter 

returned home.  Iano’s father is old and ill, needing care from his family and health care from a Byzantine system that threw more roadblocks 

than aid his way .  Soon there were four generations living in their crumbling Vineland edifice.  Their only hope for salvaging the structure is 

historic designation and a grant for major repairs if they can discover that someone of note resided in the ancient dwelling.  

Barbara Kingsolver, a champion of Independent Bookstores, kindly had special editions of Unsheltered  printed to be sold only in Independent 

Bookstores.  Kudos to Barbara Kingsolver for her support of Independent Bookstores, it is appreciated. 

The Witch Elm by Tana French. Toby’s life has been sweet.  Popular in high school and college, he is quick witted, friend-

ly, and has an easy way with people. Puppy cute, a guy the women find attractive and friends like spending time with. Toby works 

in a job he enjoys, as the PR Director for an art gallery, and has a girlfriend, Melissa, he adores.  One violent night smashes that 

golden life to pieces, ultimately exposing all of the hidden missteps.  Toby messes up by not disclosing to the gallery owner a 

falsehood being perpetrated by a co-worker, instead helping to cover it up.  When Toby is forgiven, he opts for a night out with his 

two best mates in a local pub.  They drink too much, tease each other, make plans for a vacation and head home.  In the wee 

hours, two guys break into Toby’s apartment, beating him nearly to death.   Toby will never be the same.  No longer strong and 

flexible of limb, his easy charm gone, and his mind too clouded for his earlier eloquence.  His uncle Hugo is dying of a brain tumor, 

Toby takes shelter helping his uncle and trying to figure out what his life will be in the future.  The discovery of a human skull in the Elm tree in 

Hugo’s garden brings police and a whole array of new questions.  This novel is outside French’s popular Dublin Castle series, and darker in 

tone.  It is a great book club selection with many issues worthy of discussion such as the way we treat each other, the small missteps that lead 

to unintended damaging consequences, listening compassionately, and the responsibility we bear for using our lives kindly.  

The Clockmaker’s Daughter by Kate Morton. In 2017 Elodie Winslow’s life is looking up… maybe.  She has a fulfilling job 

as an archivist and is soon to marry a handsome banker from a well to do family of social significance.  Except differences are al-

ready appearing, she likes her small apartment in a charming old home, enjoys things that are a bit quirky, while he gravitates to-

ward spacious apartments with the most up to date décor.  Her mother, a famous cellist, died in a tragic accident when Elodie was 

a small child.  One of Elodie’s favorite childhood memories is the fairy tale her mother told about a special house in the country.  

Elodie is shocked when a satchel is discovered in a box hidden at the back of a closet in her place of employment, inside are arti-

facts including a notebook with a sketch of the very house in her mother’s fairy tale and a picture of an ethereally beautiful woman. 

Elodie’s investigation into the provenance of the notebook and photograph lead back in time to 1862 when Edward Radcliffe, a 

gifted artist, invited a group of friends to his country house, Birchwood Manor, for the summer.  Before the season was over his fiancé would be 

murdered, a woman would go missing, and a famous jewel would disappear.  The story moves through a series of time frames and voices, but 

always at the center of the story is Birchwood Manor.   

1,000 Books to Read Before You Die by James Mustich. Irresistible!  A book about books!  Many of them.  What joy to 

read a thoughtfully complied list of the 1,000 books James Mustich thought most important.   Many of my favorites are found 

among the pages, along with new suggestions to investigate.  It is great fun to read Mustich’s impressions of some of my favor-

ites, such as works by Charles Dickens, Edward Abbey, Henry James, and Anne Tyler. With this many books to choose, you will 

surely find some new treasure to enjoy or be reminded of an old pleasure to revisit.  



Staff Recommendations, New Releases. 

The Travelling Cat Chronicles by Hiro Arikawa.This bittersweet story brings together, Satoru, a kindly man and Nana, a 

feral tomcat with an abundance of attitude.  They meet because Nana’s favorite place to nap or hide out is Satoru’s van.  Gently 

he earns Nana’s trust through the delivery of tasty treats and tentative petting.  When Nana needs a friend, Saturo is there for 

him.  Soon they are inseparable.  Together they take a trip across Japan in Satoru’s van visiting friends.  But there is a more seri-

ous intention for the trip.  Cat lovers will be charmed by the loyal yet feisty Nana.  

Miss Kopp Just Won’t Quit by Amy Stewart. Law enforcement agrees with Constance Kopp, the first female deputy in New 

Jersey.  After a year on the job, If anything, she chaffs under the restraints imposed on her for being female and would like to be 

even more involved in the apprehension of criminals.  Sheriff Heath appreciates the woman’s enthusiasm and talent, but no matter 

how well Constance performs, he is criticized for having a female on his staff.  Thus it is no surprise when the papers have a field 

day after Constance jumps into the river during a storm to rescue an escapee who managed to squirm away, running off into the 

night, and leaping into the river.  Never mind that Constance wasn’t the person responsible for allowing the man to get away and 

that she saved his life, the papers gleefully attack the Sheriff for having a woman involved in transporting prisoners, putting all the 

blame on Constance and the Sheriff.  Constance accompanied Deputy Morris on the trip to transfer the prisoners to the insane asylum because 

a woman was also in the transport.  The woman’s husband had her committed, hysterical female was the complaint, agreed to by the doctor, 

sanctioned by the judge and off she goes.  In 1916 it was not difficult for a man to have his wife committed. Anna Kayser didn’t act the least bit 

mentally impaired and this was not her first trip to the asylum.  Her husband had a history of having her committed then collecting her when he 

wanted her being useful to him.  It was clear to Constance that she was taking part in an injustice, an action that did not sit well with her.  So 

she got involved, trying to achieve justice where it had been denied.  To make matters more complicated, it was an election year.  Her actions 

could jeopardize Sheriff Heath’s chances for higher office, and Constance knew he was the best man for the job.  Torn between doing what was 

right for a woman wronged and keeping a low profile to mitigate the impact of her actions on the election is like walking a tightrope for Con-

stance.  Great period detail, using many real figures from history including the intrepid  Deputy Constance Kopp and Sheriff Heath.   

Transcription by Kate Atkinson.  Juliet Armstrong was doing well in school, expected to continue her education, when 

her mother, a talented seamstress, died.  Alone, her prospects were significantly altered.  She had to make a living, continuing her 

education fell by the wayside.  It was 1940; opportunity presented itself with the prospect of working for MI5 in the war effort.  It 

seemed easy enough at first, lots of typing and a bit boring.  Juliet is taken from the general typing pool to sit in an apartment and 

type up the surveillance tapes from meetings next door of a group of Fascist sympathizers.  Still a lot of typing, but her boss is 

quite attractive and Juliet fancies him thus adding a bit extra to the proceedings. Then she was sent undercover, consequences 

ensued, and Juliet’s innocence perished.  A decade later Juliet is working for the BBC, doing historical radio programs for children, 

when her old handlers call with new tasks.  Times are different, the Cold War is being fought, and Juliet is just the ticket to give a 

hand now and then.  Except things are not the same, Juliet is learning just how high the price is for her involvement.  Brill iant writing.   

Goodbye, Paris by Anstey Harris. Grace was a gifted musician; her passion for the cello foretold a brilliant future.  She did 

not come from a musical family, nor did she come from wealth.  Her middle class parents struggled to afford lessons, an expensive 

instrument, and a quality education.  In college something went horribly awry, since then her dreams of a career on stage have 

been crushed.  She cannot play the cello for anyone, no audience, not a single person, can be present.  She plays only for herself, 

alone.  It is not a bad life; she lives in a lovely English village where she has a shop repairing musical instruments.  There are fre-

quent trips to Paris to spend time with her lover, David.  Her peace and serenity came crashing down in the Paris metro when Da-

vid averts a tragedy, rescuing a woman from certain death.  Instant celebrity alerts his wife and children to Grace.  And from then 

on Grace has to face the truth about a false reality she had believed in whole heartedly.  So, yes, there is the bit of romance, or romance gone 

bad, but the heart of this story is the music.  Grace’s love for playing the cello, the young assistant at her shop who shows the same early prom-

ise that Grace enjoyed but is struggling with difficult parents and friendships that might not be in her best interest, and the older man who also 

loves music and has a wealth of compassion.  Their friendship and the passion for music are what drew me to the story. 

A Borrowing of Bones by Paula Munier. US Army Corporal, retired, Mercy Carr was hiking with her bomb sniffing dog, 

Elvis, also retired, when he went crashing through the underbrush, returning to lead her to an abandoned baby.  It was 4 th of July 

weekend, hot, the deerflies were making a meal of the child.  Unable to find the mother, Mercy and Elvis hiked down the trail, car-

rying the baby to safety, until they could find cell coverage and alert the authorities.  Vermont state game warden Troy Warner 

along with his search and rescue dog Susie Bear responded to the call.  It turns out they knew each other back in their teens.  But 

that was then, now things are different.  Mercy and Elvis suffered loss in Afghanistan; Mercy has the scars physical and mental to 

prove her mettle.   She grew up in Vermont, she has roots, her grandmother lives a few miles down the way and is the local veteri-

narian. Coming home, they hoped for peace and healing.  Instead there is a baby with a missing mother, along with a few other 

suspicious circumstances, that Mercy just cannot walk away from.  Troy respects her intelligence and dedication, but fears her willingness to go 

it alone, to walk into danger, will do her harm.  A great start to a new series. 

What if Your Whole Life was Based on Lies by T.M. Logan. Joe Lynch is living a happy life.  He enjoys his job teaching, 

doesn’t feel the need to prove his worth by chasing every dollar.  He is a caring father to a bright young son, William, and married 

to Mel, an attractive, ambitious woman.  Joe is a guy at peace with his place in the world.  Until the day his world falls apart.  It 

starts innocently, William spots Mel’s car exiting the road toward a parking garage.  He has just won a certificate at school and is 

eager to show his mother.  He points the car out to his father and Joe quickly tries to follow.  And then the bottom falls out of Joe’s 

happy existence.  People die, the innocent are blamed, and in the end Joe will have to figure out if his life is built on clever lies.  



 Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  
Everyone is welcome, light refreshments are served.  

 
December 

December 10, 2018 Missing, Presumed by Susie Steiner Mystery Book Club 
December 17, 2018 A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles Fiction Book Club 

 
Happy New Year!  2019! 

 
January  

January 7, 2019 Bar Harbor Retirement Home For Famous Writers by Terri Lynne Defino Fiction Book Club 
January 14,2019 White Mirror by Elsa Hart Mystery Book Club 

 
Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

November 2018 Book Clubs 

November 12 the Mystery Book Club discusses Bruno Chief of Police: A Mystery of the French Countryside by Martin Walker.  
Bruno likes his quiet life in his village in the Perigord.  He enjoys cooking scrumptious meals for his friends, goes riding in the 
countryside, likes good wine, and attractive women.  Being Chief of Police in sleepy St. Denis fits him perfectly.  So he resents it 
when an elderly War Hero is murdered, but Bruno is a capable officer and will set to work catching a killer while the crime leads 
back to the dark days of WWII.  Reading one of Martin Walker’s Bruno series is the next best thing to visiting the French Dor-
dogne.  
 
November 19 the Fiction Book Club discusses The Widow Nash by Jamie Harrison.  Historic fiction is at its best in this sweeping 
novel featuring a strong woman, her brilliant but eccentric father, and the dark obsessive man who was both her father’s business 
partner and her ex-fiancé.  Dulcy is in New York when she receives the distress call from Seattle.  Dulcy normally travels with her 
father on all his jaunts, has since she was a girl of 15, this time she stayed behind.   Walton Remfrey is an engineer and an inven-
tor; he made a fortune traveling the world, with Dulcy at his side, to places where the earth’s wealth can be extracted, Montana, 
South Africa, wherever he finds an opportunity.  He keeps journals of his travels, financial affairs, and thoughts. Walton suffers 
from syphilis, has for twenty years, and in 1904 it was still a death sentence.  The grim reaper has been kept at bay, avoiding 
some of the more horrific side effects of the disease, until now when it seems to have taken his mind.  His ship docked in Seattle, 
Walton disembarked without either his wits or the money from selling mines in South Africa.  A fortune is missing and Walton 

makes no sense whatsoever on where he might have put the proceeds.  Dulcy is summoned to try unraveling Walton’s nonsensical patter, 
search his journals for clues to find the money.  When Walton dies, Dulcy’s future is bleak. Victor, her father’s business partner, believes he has 
her in his clutches.  On the journey to take her father’s body back east for burial, Dulcy fakes suicide disappearing into Montana and reemerges 
as the Widow Nash.  If Victor ever finds her she may not survive and he is not a man to give up easily.  Dulcy is brave, intelligent, and unwilling 
to accept the limits on women imposed by her era; instead she risks everything for life on her own terms encompassing the possibility of joy and 
meaning.   
 

November 26 the Non-Fiction Book Club discusses Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston, an account of Preston’s par-

ticipation in a scientific expedition to discover a city lost for 500 years in the Honduran jungle.  Using the advanced technology of 

lidar, they could fly over the jungle with the machine pinpointing areas of interest rather than blundering about in the thick under-

brush in the hopes of making a discovery.  The images revealed several areas of interest, one being a sprawling city waiting to be 

discovered.  The machine does not make it all smooth going, boots on the ground to physically assess the discovery are neces-

sary, all the machine does is eliminate the time spent flailing around in the jungle trying to find the site, the rest of the discovery 

process is hands on.  Preston and the team were flown close to the site, where they would camp in the jungle and evaluate the 

discovery.  This is a jungle that had not been exposed to humans in centuries.  The animals were not used to humans, so were 

interested and not as fearful or cautious as animals who know the danger of our species. Some of these animals were dangerous themselves, 

deadly Fer-de-Lance snakes were abundant.  There were other dangers; rumor had it a curse had been placed on the site.  It was a rumor that 

proved to be true for the members of the expedition, many of the group, including Preston, came down with a mysterious, incurable disease.  

There was also scientific controversy.  This was a huge discovery!  An ancient city, an intact site, with many artifacts. Controversy erupted within 

the academic community. Other scientists attacked the group’s findings, expressing the opinion that using lidar was not good science; the dis-

covery had to be made by going laboriously through the jungle.  This is a fascinating account of a major discovery, the perils attendant, the re-

wards of discovery, and all that followed. 

If you are involved in a club or gathering that would enjoy using space in Sunriver Village, please remember the Village owners have 
kindly provided space in the loft area above Sunriver Books & Music.  The space is available for uses compatible with the bookstore 
during Sunriver Books & Music’s hours of operation .  Using the space is free. To reserve the space for your group contact Deon at 
Sunriver Books & Music.  Sunriver Village is an ideal place to meet.  After concluding the day’s agenda enjoy a meal at one of the Vil-
lage restaurants and browse in the many shops. 

 
E-readers are changing the landscape for books, not always in gentle ways. Many Independent Bookstores offer e-books for sale, including 
Sunriver Books & Music.  On the right hand side of our website, sunriverbooks.com, you will find information on buying e-books We hope that 
you consider an Independent Bookstore when purchasing e-books.  If you are contemplating purchasing an e-reader, please know that Ama-
zon’s kindle dictates your e-books be purchased from Amazon while the I-pad, the Sony e-reader, and others allow you the freedom to chose.  


