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Saturday May 5 at 5PM Bill Sullivan will give a slide show presentation of Little 
Travelers, a memoir co-written with his wife Janell Sorensen.  
Bill Sullivan and Janell Sorenson are adventurous, invested with the natural world, 
and eager to explore other cultures.  In 1989 they moved to Germany with six year 
old Ian and eight year old Karen, to spend six months in a rented apartment in Hei-
denheim, away from touristy areas.  The children attended school in Germany 
(great practice for raising multilingual children) and the family planned trips to other 
regions and countries. Janell’s wonderful line drawings are found throughout.  The 
memoir is in the form of journal entries, with both Bill’s and Janell’s impressions of 

their journey. I enjoyed hearing both voices.  
 
If you wonder what it would be like to live in a foreign country, Little Travelers gives an excellent 
perspective.  From buying a second hand car to taking part in community life to planning trips to 
other areas, Bill and Janell did it all.  They visit cathedrals, take walks and hikes in forests (this is 
Bill Sullivan, of course they hike), and immerse their family in German culture.  This is a wonder-
fully intimate account of their time in Europe.  
 
Some of my favorite places are included; the Italian Dolomites, the Italian Lake District, Italy’s 
Cinque Terre, Florence, Italy, and Heidelberg Germany.  They visit many places I would like to 
see such as Norway and Holland and many other parts of Europe. Read the book to find some 
great places to contemplate visiting or reminisce about your past trips. 
 
The slide show includes hikes in Greece, Norway, the Alps, and the Pyrenees along with their 
experiences with Slovakian huts, touring the Orkneys, and staying on the active volcanic island of 
Stromboli. Sullivan’s slide shows are filled with gorgeous photography and spiced with interesting 
anecdotes. His events are fun; he is a witty, entertaining speaker.  

 
William Sullivan’s popular hiking guides include the following: 100 Hikes in the Central Oregon Cascades, 100 Hikes in Southern Oregon, 100 
Hikes/Travel Guide Oregon Coast & Coast Range, 100 Hikes/Travel Guide Eastern Oregon, 100 Hikes Northwest Oregon & Southwest 
Washington, Oregon’s Favorites: Trails and Tales, Atlas of Oregon Wilderness, Hiking Oregon’s History. Trails of Crater Lake and 
Oregon Caves, Oregon Trips and Trails, and Oregon Map and Travel Guide. Whew!  Sullivan definitely knows Oregon!  In addition to 
his popular guides, he has works of nonfiction; Oregon’s Greatest Natural Disasters, Listening for Coyote, and Cabin Fever.  Sullivan is also 
adept at writing entertaining and interesting works of fiction.  He has written three mysteries, The Case of Einstein’s Violin,  The Case of D.B. 
Cooper’s Parachute, The Case of the Reborn Bhagwan, an Oregon historical fiction, A Deeper Wild,  an entertaining and fascinating mystery 
about one of the Northwest’s most infamous characters, and a historical fiction on a Viking Queen, The Ship In The Hill.   

 
 
Sunday May 6 at 4:00 PM the Deschutes County Library presents Rakesh Saytal for this year’s Novel Idea selection, No 
One Can Pronounce My Name.  For tickets to the event, go the Deschutes County Library’s website.   
 
Sunriver Books & Music will close early on May 6, at 3 PM, so staff can attend the event.  



Saturday May 12 at 5 PM Phil Margolin will give a presentation on his latest novel, 

The Third Victim.  

Whisper Lake is a small community in rural Oregon where the population swells in 

summer when owners of vacation cabins enjoy the lake.  Winter it is deserted and 

quiet.  Caleb White is shocked when a woman stumbles out of the woods in front 

of his vehicle, disheveled, blood caked, mud covered, and incoherent.  His cousin 

(remember this is a small community) is a local cop, Caleb turns the woman over 

to his care.  Meredith Fenner was held against her will in a remote cabin and repeatedly tortured.  

She bonds strongly with Detective Harry White, relying on his kindness and assurances that she 

is safe now.  Although how will a woman ever feel safe after such an experience?   

Meredith lived, worked, and was abducted from Portland; the case becomes even darker when a 

powerful attorney, the owner of the cabin, is identified as the prime suspect.  The evidence 

against Alex Mason is convincing; Meredith identified his cabin, there is physical evidence in-

side, and the man’s wife attests that he is sexually sadistic.  He can afford the best, and being a 

local attorney he knows Regina Barrister is as good as it gets.  Despite all the damming evi-

dence, Alex Mason protests he is innocent.  This is a high profile case with all the attendant 

stress that implies.   

Regina just hired Robin Lockwood who will be helping with the defense.  Robin was clerking for 

Oregon Supreme Court Judge Stanley Cloud when she was offered the job, it was an easy 

choice. Regina had long been her hero, a role model the younger woman aspired to following,  

At times watching Regina, Robin feels fortunate to be learning from the best, but then there will 

be odd things, actions that make her uneasy.  This is a thrilling mystery with devious twists that 

will keep you guessing to the very last page.  

However the heart of this story is the bravery of a woman at the top of her game realizing that something is not right in her thought process.   

Margolin shows these two incredibly strong women, Regina and Robin, one at the pinnacle of a career she loves, the other just getting started 

and filled with bright promise.  One must come to terms with the future she faces, the other must find the courage to confront her boss, her he-

ro, and lay out her concerns over what she has seen as erratic behavior.  They both maneuver through some very difficult times with grace, 

Margolin’s compassionate and realistic exploration of this human drama is heartfelt. 

Margolin is a New York Times bestselling author many times over.  He was a successful defense attorney, arguing death penalty cases and 

appearing before the Supreme Court. Life experiences lend richness to Margolin’s writing.  He was also a Peace Corp Volunteer in Liberia, Afri-

ca, and taught Junior High in the Bronx. He is also very personable and an entertaining speaker. 

There will be refreshments and drawings for prizes.  Sign up to attend these free events by emailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com, calling 

541-593-2525 or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music.  

Upcoming Author Appearances  

Saturday June 9, 2018 at 5:00 PM  In Cave Danger by Kate Dyer Seeley 

Saturday June 16, 2018 The Troubled Life of Peter Burnett: Oregon Pioneer and First Governor of California by Greg Nokes 

Saturday September 1, 2018 Everything She Didn’t Say by Jane Kirkpatrick 

Join us to enjoy fabulous authors! Hearing an author speak clarifies and enriches the reading experience. Author readings are free with re-

freshments served and drawings for prizes.   

Sign up to attend these free events by calling 541-593-2525, e-mailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stopping by Sunriver Books & 

Music. Space may be limited for some events.     

Check sunriverbooks.com for changes or additions to the schedule.   
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The Great Amerian Read 

100 Books, 1 Winner 

Debuts on PBS May 22 at 8PM  

100 of America’s best loved books have been chosen, see the full list at PBS.org.  The two hour debut on PBS on May 22 will present the list of 

100 books with insights from notable authors and book lovers.  Thereafter there will be five one hour segments followed by a finale in October 

when the winning book will be revealed.  Vote for your favorite of the 100 online starting May 22.  Check with PBS.org for more information.  In 

the meantime, here are a few of my favorites of the 100. 

 

Hang on the Bell, Nellie 

or 

Trouble at the Old Mill Spur 

by Terry Perrine 

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche 

Beloved by Toni Morrison  

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Du-
mas 

Crime and Punishment by Fyodor 
Doestoyesvky 

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  

Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell 

Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret At-
wood 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

Little Women by Louisa Mae Alcott 

Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurtry 

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar 
Wilde 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 

Tales of the City by Armistead Maupin  

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy 

What are your favorites from the list of 
100?  Check out the full list on PBS.org, 
watch the series, and vote for your favorite.  
It should be fun!  

 



Staff Recommendations.  

New Releases.  

What You Don’t Know About Charlie Outlaw by Leah Stewart. Charlie Outlaw wanted to be an actor since he was a little 

tyke.  Handsome, eager to please, and actually talented, he found fame, and was happy with his good fortune.  All was going 

swimmingly until that eager to please characteristic got him in trouble during an interview.  Charlie’s fame was new, he had not 

learned to navigate an interview without really answering questions and possibly hurting others (although hurting anyone was not 

in Charlie).  So trying to be forthright to please the reporter, Charlie allowed that he was not overly impressed with the quality of his 

hit show.  Worse yet, he unintentionally made his girlfriend, a woman he deeply loved, feel demeaned.  Josie Lamar was a star 

twenty years ago, playing an action figure, Bronwyn Kyle. Landing another hit role has eluded her, although she keeps trying.  The 

interview came off with Josie sounding like a has been, a woman he was dating for now, not forever.  This was not what Charlie wanted at all, 

but that is how it was written.  With Josie refusing to take his calls, his fans upset because he made them feel stupid (also not intended), Charlie 

leaves town, traveling to a remote island to hike in peace and solitude, to reflect on the mess his golden life has become.  Well things are about 

to get substantially worse as his path crosses with a group of violent but inept kidnappers.  The writing is lively; Charlie is a likeable chap, an 

entertaining read. 

Warlight by Michael Ondaatje, author of The English Patient. In 1945 Nathaniel was 14, his sister Rachel almost 16 when 

their parents announced that they would be traveling to Singapore while the children would stay in London and be looked after by 

the upstairs lodger, a man they referred to as the Moth.  The move was necessitated by their father’s job; the children would re-

main behind and continue their education.  Their father left first. Nathaniel and Rachel helped their mother pack and all too soon 

she was gone.  Quickly the children begin to suspect that their new guardian’s activities might not all be strictly legal.  He was a bit 

loose on rules too, but seemed to have their best interests to heart.  Their home used to be quiet, now a variety of colorful charac-

ters come around to see the Moth, bound by their experiences in the war.  This is a new life with new skills to be learned.  Months 

later their mother returns, without their father or explanations, leaving Nathaniel and Rachel confused and unsettled.  An act of 

violence will change their lives.  Years later Nathaniel uncovers his mother’s secrets.  Ondaatje is a brilliant author.  In this story he blends hu-

mor and tragedy, the moodiness of London, the chaos of the war years, and the actions people are forced to take.  It is also a coming of age 

story for Nathaniel as he grapples with his first sexual encounters, tries to come to terms with his family’s secrets, and learns from the Moth’s 

band of friends.  Beautifully written. 

Noir by Christopher Moore. Take a parody of the Noir genre set in 1947 San Francisco, throw in the Men In Black, add 

some ET and Animal Kingdom to come up with this zany wild ride from Christopher Moore.  Sammy walks with a limp that he 

would just as soon not explain, preferring to let people come to their own ideas, usually involving wounds during war which alt-

hough not accurate is a better story for Sammy than the truth.  He tends bar for Sal, a guy who always has an angle and is not 

opposed to walking on the wrong side of the law.  His best pal, Eddie Shu, works at a nightclub in Chinatown and pines after Lois 

Fong, one of the entertainers.   Into Sammy’s bar walks a long legged blond with all the right curves, causing heads to swivel and 

Sammy to dream, life seems to be heading in the right direction.  Until he comes into work to find his boss dead on the floor, bitten 

by a deadly Black Mamba, a snake addressed and delivered to Sammy. A snake that is now missing somewhere in San Francis-

co. That complicates things nicely; they get even more complicated when the Men in Black show up.  Then there are the UFO sightings and the 

General arriving in town looking for hot dames to help pave his way into a secret society.  The action goes all over San Francisco, Sammy’s 

wooing of the blonde progresses resulting in a rescue mission into the California redwoods.  The story is hilarious, the scene in the diner with 

the waitresses ordering up dishes in a vocabulary that defies definition is laugh out loud funny.  And who can resist the mixing of these genres 

to come up with an entertaining story and trip back in time to 1947 San Francisco?  

Mr. Flood’s Last Resort by Jess Kidd. An absolutely delightful novel; it is whimsical, humorous, and ultimately unveils 

the dark secrets at the core of a family. Maud Drennan works as a caregiver, not an easy job but Maud tackles her work with dili-

gence and kindness. Her latest assignment is a doozy.  Cathal Flood, a tall, roaring old man, a hoarder of epic proportions, averse 

to personal hygiene, lives in a decaying gothic mansion surrounded by a jungle of vegetation and populated by a colony of cats.  

Caregivers have fled the house, until the agency sent their best, Sam Hebden, who ran from the property shaken by the encoun-

ter.  No, Cathal Flood is not a man to take lightly.  He is a man at war over the right to live out his days in his home, beleaguered 

by his estranged son, Gabriel, worried that his domineering offspring will dispossess him. The house itself seems to repel any 

intervention, doing strange things, the piles of odd hoarded items becoming animated in an attempt to expel the invading caregiver 

who clearly intends to empty out and clean the place.  Maud possesses an unusual ability; she is visited by various saints who have all sorts of 

comments to make on whatever aspect of her life interests them at the moment.  They are not always well behaved, although probably well 

meaning.  Her sensitivity may have led her to clues in the house hinting at a dark secret.  Maud knows about secrets, her family has its share.  

As she works on reducing the detritus and cleaning what is underneath, Maud’s cheery disposition and snappy repartee breach the walls of 

Cathal’s suspicion and reserve, the two form an uneasy bond until all those secrets converge.  The story has great characters such as Cathal’s 

fox (a handsome, clever creature) and Maud’s agoraphobic landlady Renata.  If you enjoy reading something innovative and a little different, 

are attracted to lively writing, like characters who try to do their best in life while going at it their own way, do not miss this book!  

 

 



Staff Recommendations. 

New Releases. 

The Map of Salt and Stars by Jennifer Zeynab Joukhadar. Syria was home for Nour’s mother before the family moved to 

New York. When her husband died in 2011 she wanted to be close to family, to return to a place she felt safe and had deep con-

nections.  She created exquisite hand drawn maps often purchased by professors; she was not tied to an employer and could 

draw these same maps in Syria. So she took her three girls home.  This is not a shocking choice; Syria was a beautiful country 

with a rich history.  However the timing was not auspicious, the wars and conflict spreading through the Middle East were about to 

engulf Syria in 2011, turning it into a nightmare of danger and refugees.  The story is told through a child, innocent Nour’s per-

spective; as the country’s protests grow increasingly fervent until it explodes in violence and they are bereft, part of a sea of refu-

gees seeking shelter from the conflagration that once was Syria.  Joukhadar alternates the story of the family with a tale set in 

1154 when a teenage girl, Rawiya, disguised herself as a boy to apprentice with master cartographer al-Irdisi. At the behest of King Roger, they 

set out to map the known world. Along the way are adventures; battling amazing creatures, being caught in wars, and fending off many dan-

gers.  While Rawiya is a fictional character, al-Irdisi, a famous map maker, and King Roger are real characters.  Joukhadar blends real historical 

incidents in her tale of fantasy and daring do featuring a brave young woman.  

Love and Ruin by Paula McLain, author of The Paris Wife, has written a novel about Hemingway’s third wife. Martha 

Gellhorn was an amazing woman, brave beyond measure, passionate about her independence, and caring about the plight of the 

down trodden.  There is much to admire in the life of this feisty woman.  She met Ernest Hemingway when she was young, just 

getting started on her writing career. Gellhorn’s family had traveled to Key West the December after her father’s death for a brief 

respite, they wandered into Hemingway’s favorite bar, and the rest as they say is history.  Hemingway was intrigued by the blond 

with legs that went on forever and she was in awe of the famous writer, even more so when he admitted to liking her first book.  In 

the beginning he encouraged her writing, spoke to her of the fighting in Spain and the need to get involved.  She looked on him as 

a mentor, after all, he was a married man, and she had met his wife, Pauline, and sons.  But when Gellhorn joined him in Spain to 

report on the Spanish Civil War everything changed.  Hemingway was attracted to her spirit, youth, and burgeoning talent.  He enjoyed the way 

she looked up to him, figured all this would stay the same, figured he could tame this wild beautiful woman (silly man).  Pauline fought the di-

vorce, she didn’t enjoy occupying the same position she had forced on Hadley in Paris, the abandoned wife. Gellhorn and Hemingway’s union 

was fiery and contentious.  He wanted her to stay home with him; she prized her independence and was fiercely passionate about her career. 

As she matured, he drank more, partied more, and succumbed to bleak moods.  It was a relationship destined not to end well.  If you have not 

read of Martha Gellhorn’s reporting on the invasion of Normandy, please read this book, she was one tough broad, inventive and courageous.  

Gellhorn went on to report on wars and conflicts for 60 years. At 81 she reported on the invasion of Panama.  Hemingway remarried, eventually 

moving to Idaho where he ended his life in 1961.  Winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, he remains one of the most significant American 

authors.  

The Only Story by Julian Barnes. Paul is still a teenager, a cocky college kid, when he meets the woman who will be the 

most significant relationship of his life.  He doesn’t realize his banter with her will turn into something that will mark them both for-

ever. Home for the summer holiday, his mother encourages him to play tennis at the club in their middle class neighborhood.  

Susan is decades older, married with kids that are older than him.  They meet playing tennis, she may be older, but Susan is still 

hot. They enjoy their repartee, and a little flirting, really don’t see it getting out of hand.  But of course it does. They bond tightly, 

enjoy each other’s company, and come to feel something deeper.  It will all blow up in scandal, a ruined marriage (although it was 

not a good marriage in any sense of the word).  Together in London they try to get on, have some good times, but Susan sinks 

into alcoholism and depression.  Far from the lark he embarked on before their feelings were serious, now Paul is tied to a woman who is less 

and less able to function. The story unfolds as Paul looks back on his life with searing honesty.      

Two Steps Forward by Graeme Simsion and Anne Buist. The Camino de Santiago is an ancient path, trod by devout pil-

grims and now by all kinds of walkers.  It is a quest for enlightenment or reinvention.  The path meanders through picturesque 

villages, close enough together to allow the walker respite in either a hostel or more comfortable digs in a hotel, crosses mountain 

passes, provides peace and gorgeous vistas.  Zoe and Martin are both in need of the peaceful time to reflect and reinvention.  

Zoe is suddenly widowed and Martin is suffering the after effects of a nasty divorce.  The two have the obligatory meet cute in an 

outdoors supply store where they instantly dislike each other.  Zoe’s undertaking of the long walk is impulsive.  Reeling from her 

husband’s death, she travels to France to be with her best friend from college.  A California girl, unused to France, she asks for 

directions to her friend’s house in an antique shop and is zapped with inspiration by a jeweled St Jacques charm in a scallop 

shell.  Martin has prepared for his journey painstakingly; he is a Brit teaching an engineering course in France as a way to leave behind his ex-

wife.   Fleeced in the divorce, Martin has designed a cart he hopes to market and recapture some financial security, walking the Camino de 

Santiago is a way to test his creation. As they walk they have many occasions to run into each other, eventually realizing their first impressions 

were wrong.  They find common ground in their children; Zoe has two adult daughters and Martin has a seventeen year old living with his ex.  

They come to admire each other’s strengths; Zoe’s whimsical art and ability to connect with the landscape,  Martin’s common sense and organi-

zation.  The story is written almost as a journal of their walk.  Its strength lies in the way these two characters are able to realize the errors in 

their past, move past them, and understand that happiness and fulfillment are found in their selves, not just through becoming part of another.  

Two Steps Forward is not as funny as The Rosie Project,  it is a different kind of story, nonetheless I enjoyed it immensely.  This is 

one of those quiet stories that just make you feel good. 



Staff Recommendations. 

Now Available in Paperback.  

Conviction by Julia Dahl. Rebekah Roberts is trying to make a name for herself in journalism, land a job with a more re-

spectable newspaper than her current employment, and report meaningful stories.  Given a letter from a man in prison for murder 

claiming wrongful conviction, Rebekah starts investigating the case hopeful of a story she can pitch and maybe the chance to do 

some good. On the surface, the facts seem to corroborate the conviction; the man confessed and there was a witness who saw 

him leave the building at around the time of the murders.  However DeShawn was only a teenager in 1992 when he supposedly 

murdered his foster family; mother, father, and 5 year old sister, leaving only his foster brother alive. Now he swears he is inno-

cent. The 1990’s were a time of turmoil and trouble in the Crown Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn, a year earlier riots exploded be-

tween Black and Jewish residents.  As Rebekah uncovers the secrets of the past, she will find herself embroiled in controversy, 

personal conflict, and violence.   

Shadow Land by Elizabeth Kostova, author of The Historian. Alexandra Boyd, a young woman from Virginia, has just 

arrived in Sofia when things start to go decidedly awry.  A taxi driver drops her off at the wrong hotel, Alexandra has limited funds, 

is exhausted from spending about twenty hours flying to Bulgaria, and is feeling frazzled.  As she stands on the sidewalk contem-

plating what to do, she sees a trio approaching the taxis, an old man in a wheelchair, accompanied by an old woman and a hand-

some younger man.  Alexandra is standing quite near when the old woman stumbles trying to get into the taxi, she quickly grabs 

her to prevent a fall.  Thereafter it seems only natural to help with placing the various bags into the taxi and then she watches the 

group drive away.  Soon ensconced in another taxi, Alexandra is relaxing back into the seat, looking forward to arriving at the cor-

rect hotel and climbing into bed for much needed rest when she realizes one of the bags in her possession is not hers.  It belongs 

to the trio who left earlier and must have gotten confused with her own bags when she was helping them.  Inside the bag is an ornate box con-

taining the cremated remains of Stoyan Lazarov, the name engraved on the box.  Clearly this is a bag that means a great deal to the peo-

ple.  As Alexandra searches for the identity of the trio and their whereabouts so she can return this important bag to them, it rapidly becomes 

apparent this is a very dangerous endeavor with forces the twenty six year old Alexandra does not understand and has not been equipped by 

her life experiences to navigate.  She is in the country to teach English and have a little adventure.  Well, she is certainly going to achieve the 

adventure part of her goals! The story introduces some wonderful characters and encompasses a lot of history.  Quite an interesting novel!  

Once in a Blue Moon Lodge by Lorna Landvik. In Patty Jane’s House of Curl, Landvik introduced us to a whole communi-

ty of warm, quirky characters in Minnesota. Patty Jane, newly married and very pregnant had to quickly come up with a way to 

support herself and the baby when her handsome husband was gone.  Thus the House of Curl was born, both a beauty salon and 

a community event center for music, art, and all kinds of interesting happenings. Now the House of Curl is sold and the subject of 

this story is the other generations.  Patty Jane’s mother-in-law has a secret that will require travel back to the old country, to Nor-

way, where so long ago things went terribly wrong.  Nora, Patty Jane’s daughter, grew up to be an intelligent woman, a law-

yer.  She is uncertain what her role in life will be once she no longer works for her Mom when the sale concludes.  Feeling unset-

tled and needing to get away by herself, Nora goes for a winter camping trip, just a day or so away to reflect.  She comes back 

with more than reflections, a chance encounter with a Canadian man, leaves her pregnant; a major life altering event for Nora, who is not prone 

to quick hookups with unknown outdoorsmen.  A trip to Norway will bring closure and new beginnings for this family of strong woman who care 

deeply about each other and their community.  

Rise & Shine Benedict Stone by Phaedra Patrick, author of The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper. Benedict Stone met a 

lovely woman, Estelle, on a hike.  They married, planning to have a family but the children never happened.  Visits to fertility doc-

tors, stress, and heartache ensued.  Estelle was ready to move on; they had a nice life, Benedict ran the jewelry store in their vil-

lage, Estelle is an artist, and they adored each other.  But Benedict just could not let go of his dream, could not resign himself to a 

life with Estelle unencumbered with children.  Food was his comfort, never slim, he grew larger. Finally his obsession with children 

became too much for Estelle, causing her to feel diminished, she moved out. As the story opens, Benedict retreats for sanctuary to 

the gem tree in his backyard; it is a lovely tree festooned with gem stones brought back from his parent’s various journeys.    He is 

desperate to repair his relationship with his wife and unsure how to go about it, so he sits and thinks beneath the cherished 

tree.  What he doesn’t realize he needs is something to shake up the status quo and he is just about to get exactly that.  Sleeping badly that 

night he is jolted awake by determined banging on the door, the wet, bedraggled creature standing on his stoop is his niece Gemma from Amer-

ica. Benedict was heretofore unaware of her existence.  He had not spoken with his brother Charlie in about two decades.  They were tight 

when they were younger; in fact after the tragic death of their parents Benedict raised Charlie.  Now here stands Gemma; a rain soaked teenag-

er, intent on staying with her uncle.  Boy howdy does this exasperating, intuitive, bright, volatile young woman shake up the life in a rut her un-

cle has been living.  They unearth the journal of Benedict’s father with the description and uses of gem stones, and Gemma gets busy jazzing 

up the jewelry store, offering advice (wanted or not) and gets her uncle reinvigorated with life. Before they can move on, both Benedict and 

Gemma will have to confront their secrets and make peace with the past in order to appreciate the present. This feel good story is full of en-

dearing characters and charm.  Each chapter opens with a gem stone, starting with White Opal for hope, desire, fidelity. Such fun to read.  

 

 



Staff Recommendations.   

Now available in paperback. 

Sycamore by Bryn Chancellor is the story of a small town and what one devastating moment has meant to the people 

who call it home. Jess Winters was 17 the last time her mother saw her.  They moved from Phoenix to the small town of Sycamore 

after divorce left Jess’ mother broke, financially and emotionally.  She figured a small town would be a safe environment for a sin-

gle woman and her daughter, besides they could better afford the housing and might just be able to make a go of it. That dream 

ended when Jess disappeared.  Almost two decades later another divorced woman finds her way from California to Sycamore, 

Arizona for a job teaching in the local college.  Trying to come to grips with her new reality, she takes long daily walks, and one day 

she will find human bones.  Could they be Jess Winters, the bright young woman with so much promise who disappeared all those 

years ago?  The story is about the affect Jess’ disappearance has on the small town; all the people whose lives were touched by this one shin-

ing girl on the cusp of adulthood.  Perspectives shift from adults who were teenagers when Jess moved to Sycamore, teachers, and parents, 

and their part in her life in Sycamore.  The author conveys the connectedness of the people, what it means to be a community, and how one act 

can affect each person therein.  

In the Name of the Family by Sarah Dunant continues the story of the Borgias began in Blood and Beauty in this fascinat-

ing story of one of the more infamous families from history.  Lucrezia has left Rome for Ferrara to solidify the family’s position with 

a marriage to the Duke’s son, Alfonso d’Este.  Say what you will about Rodrigo Borgia, Pope Alexander VI, but he loved his chil-

dren and saw in them the potential to unite Italy.  Cesare Borgia is a brilliant tactician, keeping the opposition guessing by always 

doing the unexpected.  Niccolo Machiavelli travels from Florence to watch the fiery, unpredictable Borgia, as Florence is nervous 

about his intentions.   Dunant follows their stories as the House of Borgia enters its final days.  Lucrezia must skirmish with a father

-in-law intent on control and not overly fond of Borgias.  Machiavelli observes Cesare, finding inspiration for his book, The 

Prince.  Pope Alexander VI finds his daring son slipping out of control.  Fascinating reading. 

Miss Burma by Charmaine Craig. Burma’s turbulent history is experienced in this work of fiction based on the author’s 

mother and grandparents.  Benny’s childhood started in the Jewish section of Rangoon where his father worked at E. Solomon & 

Sons and his mother worried over her only child, admonishing him to be careful.  By 1926, both parents died and 7 year old Benny 

was shipped off to his Aunts in Calcutta where he was promptly enrolled in boarding school.  He returned to Burma in 1938, he 

would eventually take employment with the British Customs Service and see Khin standing on a jetty jutting into the sea.  Almost 

twenty years later their daughter, Louisa, will win the Miss Burma contest.  Khin is a member of the Karen minority, often persecut-

ed by the Burmese, a persecution somewhat kept at bay during British occupation but erupting into full violence once the Burmese 

are granted control of the country. For her daughter to win such a contest is quite unusual in the Burmese dominated society. The 

story spans decades with Benny, Khin, and their children suffering the cruelties attendant on societies visited by armed conflict. WWII brings the 

Japanese, who are aligned with the Burmese and murderous toward the Karen.  Then peace should follow, but the British turn their backs on 

the Karen, leaving the Burmese in power and a period of near genocide against the Karen who fight for autonomy. During these years, Benny 

and Khin are swept up in events that will alter their futures and those of their children.  This is a story of brave people who try to alter a course 

of unfairness to their people, paying dearly for their idealism. 

The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See is the story of three generations of women, the ways of the Akha, a Chi-

nese ethnic minority, and the changes wrought by our globalized world on their remote Yunnan village of tea growers makes fasci-

nating reading.  Li-yan’s mother holds a position of prestige in the village as the midwife and healer, a position she hoped to pass 

down to her daughter.  It is not to be, Li-yan will secretly give birth, with her mother’s aid, leaving the child in an orphanage where 

she is adopted by a well to do California couple.  Their three lives will diverge, Li-yan’s mother will stay in the village of tea grow-

ers, eking out a small living through arduous labor, Li-yan will have many trials, eventually landing in the big city where she will be 

involved in tea culture and the explosion of global tea drinking that brings change to her village, and Haley will grow into an attrac-

tive young woman yearning to understand her roots.  The only thing Li-yan can give the baby she abandons is a tea cake from the harvest of 

very special trees.  Tea is the uniting force for the three generations.  The story covers a lot of Chinese history, through harsh times as political 

philosophy shifts, to the explosion of the tea markets and the changes modernization brings to the culture of remote societies.  Tea drinkers will 

love the immersion in tea!  

Confessions of Young Nero by Margaret George. Rome was a dangerous city for those with royal ancestry, especially in 

the time of Emperor Caligula.  Margaret George treats the Emperor Nero kindly, showing the reader a sensitive child, almost 

drowned by his crazy uncle Emperor Caligula, his mother banished by her brother to a remote island, and the child Nero shelter-

ing in the home of his aunt.  His troubles are not over when Emperor Claudius takes power, releasing Nero’s mother who seems 

just as dangerous as her crazy brother.  Growing up in this nest of vipers, perhaps it would explain having a slightly askew moral 

compass (well perhaps quite a bit more than slightly) after all, survival is preferable and enemies are plentiful in ancient 

Rome.  Nero’s interests are music, art, athletics, and chariot racing, but he has a deadly ambitious mother and is soon embroiled 

in the plots common to the era.  Margaret George is a master at combining meticulous research with a fascinating period in history and telling a 

good story, she does a grand job with young Nero as he learns to survive amid the plotting and cunning of his various relatives.  

 



 Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  
Everyone is welcome, light refreshments are served.  

 
June, A Month of Oregon  

June 4, 2018 Woman With a Gun by Phillip Margolin Mystery Book Club Author led discussion. 
June 18, 2018 A New Life by Bernard Malamud Classic Book Club 

June 25, 2018 River Why by David James Duncan Fiction Book Club 
 

July 
July 9, 2018 Norwegian by Night by Derek Miller Mystery Book Club 
July 16, 2018 Anything for Billy by Larry McMurtry Fiction Book Club 

July 30, 2018 Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann Non-Fiction Book Club 
 

August  
August 13, 2018 The Heist by Daniel Silva Mystery Book Club 

August 20, 2018 Everybody’s Son by Thrity Umrigar Fiction Book Club 
 

September  
Since We Fell by Dennis Lehane Mystery Book Club 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  Classic Book Club Banned Book Selection 
 

October, A Month of Australia 
The Dry by Jane Harper Mystery Book Club 

The Lieutenant by Kate Grenville Fiction Book Club 
True History of the Kelly Gang by Pete Carey Classic Book Club 

 
November 

Bruno, Chief of Police by Martin Walker Mystery Book Club 
The Widow Nash by Jamie Harrison Fiction Book Club 

Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston Non-Fiction Book Club 
 

December 
Missing, Presumed by Susie Steiner Mystery Book Club 

Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles Fiction Book Club 
 

Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

May 2018 Book Clubs. 

May 14 the Mystery Book Club discusses Darktown by Thomas Mullen. In 1948 Atlanta hires 8 black officers, though they will not 
be allowed to arrest white men, nor will they be provided patrol cars or allowed to use the police department’s buildings.  No, these 
men will work out of the YMCA’s basement in the black district, with a white cop to oversee their efforts at community policing.  
Atlanta’s white cops are not happy about black men in uniform, harassment is frequent, although not all of the white cops feel the 
same, and some are more enlightened. Lucius Boggs and Tommy Smith are walking their beat one night when a white man driving 
negligently hits a light pole.  An attractive black woman is a passenger in the man’s car.  Of course the driver is completely disre-
spectful to the black officers.  Days later the woman’s body is discovered; setting Boggs and Smith on an investigation that will not 
only put their jobs in jeopardy but will put their lives on the line too. Officer Dunlow long considered the black district his fiefdom; he 

is determined to bring the black officers down.  His new partner, Rakestraw, is uncomfortable with Dunlow’s casual cruelty and with the tensions 
resulting from the hiring of black officers.  He will be forced to make difficult choices that could bear consequences.  1948, not really all that long 
ago, and the world was so different.  Mullen gives the reader a look at what it was like for those first black officers in an engrossing page turner. 

 
May 28 the Fiction Book Club discusses my favorite of Richard Russo's wonderful books, Nobody’s Fool.  His writing is so vivid, 

when he tells of ice cracking tree limbs I can hear the snap.  Suffused with humor and compassion, the story is full of quirky, well 

drawn characters that take you into their village and remain as friends in your memory.  Sully is an entertaining rascal, full of fun 

and short on responsibility.  He cares about people and having a good time, not so great at steady employment, fiscal caution, or 

being a dependable father.  At 60, the results of living life at full tilt are being felt; he is not as spry as he used to be.  Sometimes 

the apple does fall far from the tree, Sully’s son Peter is a college professor with a healthy respect for schedules and doing the right 

thing. Thus the relationship between the two is strained.  Then again both of the Sullivans have trouble with the women in their 

lives.  North Bath, New York is full of quirky characters making this story, with Russo’s trademark humor, great fun to read.  In 1994 Paul New-

man starred in a film of version of Nobody’s Fool.  

E-readers are changing the landscape for books, not always in gentle ways. Many Independent Bookstores offer e-books for sale, including 
Sunriver Books & Music.  On the right hand side of our website, sunriverbooks.com, you will find information on buying e-books We hope that 
you consider an Independent Bookstore when purchasing e-books.  If you are contemplating purchasing an e-reader, please know that Ama-
zon’s kindle dictates your e-books be purchased from Amazon while the I-pad, the Sony e-reader, and others allow you the freedom to chose.  

If you are involved in a club or gathering that would enjoy using space in Sunriver Village, please remember the Village owners have 
kindly provided space in the loft area above Sunriver Books & Music.  The space is available for uses compatible with the bookstore 
during Sunriver Books & Music’s hours of operation .  Using the space is free. To reserve the space for your group contact Deon at 
Sunriver Books & Music.  Sunriver Village is an ideal place to meet.  After concluding the day’s agenda enjoy a meal at one of the Vil-
lage restaurants and browse in the many shops. 


