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Saturday May 4 at 5:00 PM Sean Davis presents Oregon 
Wildland Firefighting.   Sunriver is surrounded by forest, 
with the Deschutes National Forest forming the northern and 
western boundary.  Paying attention to the risk of fire behooves 
us.  Sean Davis knows quite a bit about fire, he spends sum-
mers fighting fires. The rest of the year he teaches college clas-
ses in writing and literature.  
 

Fire season has been increasing, with deadly fires rampaging across the 
west.  To the north, south, west and east of us major fires have raged.  
2017’s Chetco Bar fire consumed 191,000 acres along Oregon and California 
‘s western border. In 2011 the High Cascades Complex Fire burned 108,000 
acres in the Warm Springs Reservation.  In 2006 the South End Complex fire 
burned 117,000 acres in the Steens Mountain area. In 2002 the Toolbox 
Complex fire burned 120,000 acres near Silver Lake. In 2002 the Biscuit Fire 
consumed a half million acres in Southern Oregon and Northern California. 
And these are just a few of the larger fires in Oregon.  I remember the smoke 
being so bad in 2017 that some people planning to attend Craig Johnson’s 
event for his newest release in the Walt Longmire series had to stay home 
due to their physician’s concerns over air quality. Oregon Wildland Fire-
fighting details these fires among many others.  Fire is something we 
need to pay attention to and avoid.  
 

Davis describes what it is like to be surrounded by a wildfire.  “Then, there is 
a wall of flame in front of you, and it is fifty feet tall. No – not a wall of flame, 
because a wall is static. The fire thrashes, roars and consumes everything in 
its path.  It surrounds you on both sides. Now you struggle for breath. Greedy 

and unbelievably big, the fire steals the air from your lungs. You back away because the heat is unbearable, but now it circles your patch of dirt, 
and there’s nowhere to go to make it stop.”   Firefighters die fighting wildland fires.  Brave men and women, tragic to lose.  
  
Living so close to forest, the preferred fuel for fires, it is smart to be aware of the causes and ways to avoid fire.  Oregon Wildland Firefighting 
delves into the causes of wildland fires, 90% are caused by humans.  The Columbia River Gorge used to be one of the most gorgeous scenic 
areas in the USA, until a teenager played with firecrackers.  Davis explains the process of firefighting, the brutally long days, the intense heat, 
the danger.  He details the agencies involved and the protocols for fire crews.  There are amazing color pictures, rather frightening.   

 
Saturday May 11 at 5:00 PM Dana Haynes presents, St. 
Nicholas Salvage & Wrecking, his latest a rip roaring 
thriller. 
 
Michael Patrick Finnigan and Katalin Fiero Dahar, have 
the ultimate meet cute, with a twist, it involves them in-
flicting bodily injury on each other.  Not your usual meet 
cute, but nonetheless it works for them.  Then again, they 

are not your usual guy and gal, both tough as nails.  At the time 
Finnigan was a US Marshall and Fiero was a Spanish assassin, 
both in the Ukraine for a joint operation between their governments 
in an attempt to catch a notorious drug runner.  Finnigan, a by the 
rules sort of guy, and Fiero, definitely not a by the rules sort of gal, 
had different takes on what would be a successful outcome for the 
endeavor, as I said wounds ensued. 
 
Six months later they both still wanted to fight the good fight stop-
ping bad guys but were disillusioned with their government jobs.  
Recognizing their respective talents, they decided to get together 
and freelance.  Much of their work came through the International 
Criminal Court, on the qt of course.  This time they are after human 
traffickers, well connected and deadly.  But then, when it comes to 
deadly, Fiero has that covered.   

 
This is a story that gallops through the pages, lots of action, a deadly hot babe, Fiero, and a guy willing to put it all on the line, Finnigan, for jus-

tice (at least their version of justice).  Lots of action and snappy repartee. Great fun to read, and it is easy to cheer for Fiero and Finnegan.   



William Sullivan will give a slide show presentation at 5:00 PM on Saturday 

May 18 featuring the  updated 5th  version of the popular guide,  100 Hikes 

In The Central Oregon Cascades.  Among the new hikes are trails 

along the Deschutes River north of Bend, a bird refuge in Salem, and trails 

along the Cascades with an abundance of wildflowers.  Sullivan will feature 

a dozen new or altered hikes.  He will also update the audience on the For-

est Service’s new permit system and talk about wildfires.   

 

Sullivan’s well-researched guide books are a mainstay for Oregon hikers.  Inspired by 

spectacular slides featuring the best hiking trails in Central Oregon’s sublime Cascade 

Mountain Range, you will want to get out into the woods on one of the great trails.  Sulli-

van, a fifth generation Oregonian, has hiked every major trail in the state of Oregon so 

his guides highlight the best our beautiful state has to offer.  

 

For a good experience on the trail pick up one of his guides; Oregon Favorites: Trails 

and Tales highlighted his favorite trails across the state by month.  It helps keep 

you hiking throughout the year.  100 Hikes in Southern Oregon, 100 Hikes in Northwest 

Oregon and Southwest Washington,  100 Hikes Travel Guide: Oregon Coast and 

Coast Range, Hiking Oregon’s History and an  Oregon Map and Travel Guide. 

Whew!  Sullivan definitely knows Oregon!  In addition to his popular guides, he has 

works of nonfiction; Oregon’s Greatest Natural Disasters, Listening for Coyote, Little 

Travelers and Cabin Fever.   

  

Sullivan is also adept at writing entertaining and interesting works of 

fiction.  He has written mysteries; The Case of Einstein’s Violin, The 

Case of D.B. Cooper’s Parachute and The Case of the Reborn 

Bhagwan.  Oregon historical fiction presented in A Deeper Wild.  

Oregon Variations featuring a short story set in every county in 

Oregon.  A historical fiction on a Viking Queen, The Ship In The Hill.  

His latest work of fiction, The Ship in the Sand is an entertaining story 

replete with great historic detail.  Set in two time frames, WWII and 

during the era Christianity and Paganism vied in Norway.  Fascinating 

history and great storytelling.  

 

Sullivan knows hiking! His slide shows are always full of spectacular 

scenery that will make you want to lace up your hiking boots and boo-

gie on down the trail.   

 

There will be refreshments and drawings for prizes.  Sign up to attend 

these free events by emailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com , 

calling 541-593-2525 or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music.  

Mt. Jefferson from the Bugaboo Ridge Trail. 

Upcoming Author Appearances  

Saturday June 8, 2019 at 5:00 PM  Magic for Liars by Sarah Gailey 

Saturday June 15, 2019 at 5:00 PM Aloha Rodeo by Julian Smith 

Saturday June 22, 2019 at 5:00 PM The Scent Keeper by Erica Bauermeister 

Saturday July 13, 2019 at 5:00 PM US Forest Service Ranger Stations of the West by Les Joslin  

Saturday July 20, 2019 at 5:00 PM The Mirror Pond Murders by Ted Haynes 

Saturday July 27, 2019 at 5:00 PM Don’t Skip Out On Me by Willy Vlautin  

Saturday August 3, 2019 at 5:30 PM The Twelve Quilts of Christmas by Arlene Sachitano 

Saturday August 24, 2019 I Am A Stranger Here Myself by Debra Gwartney  

Saturday August 31, 2019 at 5:00 PM One More River to Cross by Jane Kirkpatrick 

Join us to enjoy fabulous authors! Hearing an author speak clarifies and enriches the reading experience. Author readings are free with 
refreshments served and drawings for prizes.  Sign up to attend these free events by calling 541-593-2525, e-mailing sunriver-

books@sunriverbooks.com or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music. Space may be limited for some events.     

Check sunriverbooks.com for changes or additions to the schedule.  

mailto:sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com


New Releases 

Staff Recommendations 

The Guest Book by Sarah Blake is destined to be one of the year’s best books.  It is at the top of my list!  Compul-
sively readable, this elegant subtle novel takes the reader intimately into three generations of the Milton family, wealthy 
bankers living what seemed a charmed life.  In the 1930’s Kitty and Ogden are a golden couple, living within the rules of 
their social class.  In the 1980’s their grandchildren will face the harsh truth of those societal norms.  Each chapter leads the 
reader eagerly to the next, wanting to find out what happens in this family drama that illustrates so perfectly the influence of 
society and the cruelty therein.  Kitty seems lively and likeable; then she will utter a shocking bigoted sentiment that is per-
fectly acceptable to her social class.  In her time, the upper class did not fraternize with Jewish or Black, no way. And yet, 
the characters are vibrant, often likeable, and engaging.  Thereby making their actions all the more shocking. As the book 
progresses, each generation holds the reader’s interest until the final pages when the cost of society’s rot is disclosed in the 

damage to the human soul.  This brave novel, populated with fascinating characters, is a true gift to the reader.  I could not put it down!  

Tears of the Truffle Pig by Fernando A. Flores. A novel for our times, this dystopian tale imagines a near future 
with border walls between the US and Mexico.  Estaban Bellacosa lives on the US side and works as a middle man moving 
equipment and such across.  Gangs kidnap with impunity, works of art are stolen, and the wealthy line up to feast on extinct 
animals recreated through a clone like process.  The downside is their short life spans, but no matter they are to be eaten 
before lifespans would become an issue.  (If you think this depiction of the wealthy ludicrous, check out the exclusive din-
ners on exotic species being served today).    Estaban is sad, he is a widower, lonely, and his brother was recently kid-
napped.  Paco Herbert is an investigative journalist, trying to write about the aforementioned feasts and general state of the 
border area.  The two men’s paths will cross, they will be influenced by the Arnanda Indian Tribe and the legend of the Truf-

fle Pig.  It is a story both funny and terrifying. When I think of walls, I think of the joy of dismantling the Berlin Wall, the hardship caused 
by the wall between North and South Korea.  Now our country proposes a wall across the southern border. Read Tears of the Truffle Pig 
for one view of what such a wall just might portend.  

Courting Mr. Lincoln by Louis Bayard. Known for clever, well written historical mysteries, Bayard refused to be put 
in a box penning this time a lovely story of Abraham Lincoln’s romance with Mary Todd and deep friendship with Joshua 
Speed.  Playing fast and loose with some of the timelines surrounding marriages, moves to Kentucky and such, Bayard gets 
to the heart of Lincoln’s courtship of Mary Todd.  Her keen interest in politics and independence depict a livelier version of 
Mary Todd.  Joshua Speed’s friendship with Lincoln was deep and abiding.  Bayard illustrates that love has many faces, 
both romantic love, and the love for a true friendship.  It is an intimate and refreshing portrait of Abraham Lincoln, Mary 
Todd, and Joshua Speed along with the history of their time.  Amusing, enlightening, and a pleasure to read.  

The Unlikely Adventures of the Shergill Sisters by Balli Kaur Jaswal. Sita Kaur Shergill leaves a deathbed letter for 
her three daughters, a death bed request they go on a journey together to specific places in India where they will at the end 
of the path she provides, scatter her ashes.  The girls are not close.  Rajni, the eldest, is a school principal married to Kabir. 
She starts the journey under considerable pressure from problems at home.  Her only child, Anil, is fresh out of school, at 18 
he is moving in with his pregnant girlfriend, a woman of 36. Middle sister Jezmeen, an actress, has been spiraling out of 
control for a while; drinking too much, frustrated that her career is not going where she hoped. While behaving badly, having 
a meltdown at a restaurant, she is caught on video, it goes viral leaving her in the aftermath not only unemployed, but possi-
bly unemployable.  Shrinia, the youngest, opted for an arranged marriage and a traditional life.  In a storybook wedding, she 
became Sehaj’s wife, moving to Australia where they live with his mother.  But she may not be living a dream.  The only one 

of the three British sisters to have been in India prior to this trip, is Rajni.  She accompanied her mother when she was 16, there are se-
crets from that journey unknown to the other sisters. So the three girls, with different lifestyles, desires, and obligations, set out on a pre-
programmed trip to the places their mother wanted them to visit leaving lots of room for comedy, upset, chaos, and ultimately the refresh-
ing cleansing of their secrets and fears.   

A Boy and His Dog At The End of the World by C.A. Fletcher. In a dystopian world Griz lives with his family, Mom, 
Dad, brother and sister, on a Scottish island.  They are all alone, only a few thousand people remain on earth, often living 
solitary existences.  Another family lives up the coast a ways on differnt island but for the most part Griz’s world is his family 
and his two dogs, Jip and Jess.  He had a younger sister, Joy, who perished attempting to rescue her kite on a windswept 
cliff.  As the story opens a stranger sails to their island home, he brings tales of far off places and tasty treats that are a sen-
sory delight.  He stays the night, in the morning he has fled, taking with him Griz’s dog Jess.  Without a thought other than 
rescuing his dog, without summoning the help of his family, Griz jumps into his own small sailboat and sets out in pursuit of 
the thief.  Along the way there will be many dangers and wonders in the changed world. In his quest to rescue his dog he will 

find the answers to unknown secrets.   

Independent Bookstore Day is April 27. 

Libro is helping us celebrate. 

If you enjoy audio books, before April 27 establish a Libro account at https://libro.fm/ibd?bookstore=sunriverbooks   If you are switching 

from Audible to Libro type in the promo code switch.  This will give you an additional 2 audio books free.  

On Independent Bookstore Day (April 27) Libro is giving away 5 free audio books!  Sign in to your Libro account on April 27 to receive the 
free audio books.  

https://libro.fm/ibd?bookstore=sunriverbooks


New Releases 

Staff Recommendations 

Rough Magic by Lara Prior-Palmer/ Take a wild ride around Mongolia with Lara Prior-Palmer, mounted on steeds of varying 
opinions as to the merits of ferrying around unknown riders.  Most have a ritual for beginning the ride with a good buck, aimed 
at unseating the rider as efficiently as possible.  Once that little bit of etiquette is behind them, some gallop off with power, 
chewing up the wind as their sturdy legs take them up and over mountains, across plains, through meadows to the next station 
where they will be exchanged for a new mount.  Others are less than thrilled with the whole idea, resentful of this new human 
on their backs, they will either continue trying to dislodge the rider or refuse to travel at a pace faster than a walk.  On an im-
pulse, the author seems prone to impulses, Lara enters the Mongol Derby, a brutal 1,000-kilometer race around Genghis 
Khan’s country riding Mongol ponies.  Lara has an effortless sense of glee and a lively talent for splashing her exuberance 

across the page in a delightful tale of a true adventure.  I liked that vets check the ponies frequently and penalize riders who did not take 
their well being into proper account.  Lara’s tale has all the elements of a proper adventure; half wild horses, an untamed land, and a to the 
wire rivalry with a determined Texan as they vie to be the first woman to win the Mongol Derby.  There is an ABC documentary on the race 

to watch after you read this lively account. 

Rules for Visiting by Jessica Francis Kane. Friendship is at the heart of this lovely story about a university gardener, 
the fortyish May Attaway, who uses the 30 day leave she has been granted to go on an odyssey to visit four friends and rekin-
dle their earlier closeness.  May reconnects with each friend individually, setting aside time for them. She has led a solitary life, 
living in her childhood home where she helped care for her mother.  However, it is also a satisfying life, she is more in tune with 
the landscape and her plants than people.  Spending time in the out of doors, caring for plants can be rewarding. As she travels 
to visit each of her four friends, May will realize that you have to work at friendship, nurture it, but that it is truly worth the effort.  
Written with humor and empathy, this is a lovely story.  

Black Mountain by Laird Barron. Isaiah Coleridge’s life was simpler before he ran afoul of the mob scuttling a promis-
ing career as a Mafia hitman.  Banished from Alaska, he is earning his keep as a detective, newly licensed, with an office in 
bucolic Stone Ridge, New York and living in a cabin in the woods at Hawk Mountain Farm with his dog Miranda.  Isaiah is not 
overjoyed when he is summoned by prominent Mafioso Marion Curtis.  Harold Lee, a courteous crook who specialized in en-
couraging pikers to pay up, was brutally murdered, his head severed from his body along with both hands, and his remains 
dumped in Ashokan reservoir. Curtis has taken a personal interest in who murdered Harold. He would like Isaiah to get to the 
bottom of it, discreetly of course, and provide a name. As Isaiah delves into Harold’s known contacts, things get murky, then 
down right frightening.  Isaiah is an interesting guy, a former hit man with a heart of gold, loves animals, is loyal to his lady love 

Meg, protective of her son, and enjoys literature.  He has an affinity for wolves, experiences  strange dreams, and visions of his deceased 
mentor, legendary hitman  Gene Kavanaugh.  Barron uses humor and snappy repartee to round out his unique PI.   

Staff Recommendations. 

Now Available in Paperback. 

Stray City by Chelsey Johnson. Andrea Morales, known as Andy, grew up in a Catholic household in a small Nebraska 
town.  Her parents had rules and expectations; Andy met them and excelled in school.  But she knew she was different, felt 
different, she was not interested in boys.  And she knew her parents would not understand.  Reed College in Oregon expanded 
her horizons; let her know she was not alone.  For a while she was able to keep her secret from her parents, but a slip up in 
secrecy resulted in estrangement from her family and an end to college funding.  Portland beckoned; a place she fit in, and 
could explore her passion for art.  Living on low income jobs, making do, but still happy, life was good.  Until her girlfriend 
dumped her, depression set in and in a vulnerable state of mind she ran into a musician friend, Ryan, at a concert. Did I men-
tion Andy was a serious lesbian, not into men at all?  Well too much to drink and too much heartbreak left her susceptible to 

Ryan’s charm and curious about what it would be like to be with a guy.  The result is pregnancy and a baby.  A decade later Lucia is a 
bright, lively child with an aptitude for music.  They have a lot of good friends; the lesbian community is tight and supportive.  But Andy is not 
ready when Lucia starts to have serious questions about her father.   Great characters.  

Noir by Christopher Moore. Take a parody of the Noir genre set in 1947 San Francisco, throw in the Men In Black, add 
some ET and Animal Kingdom to come up with this zany wild ride from Christopher Moore.  Sammy walks with a limp that he 
would just as soon not explain, preferring to let people come to their own ideas, usually involving wounds during war which alt-
hough not accurate is a better story for Sammy than the truth.  He tends bar for Sal, a guy who always has an angle and is not 
opposed to walking on the wrong side of the law.  His best pal, Eddie Shu, works at a nightclub in Chinatown and pines after 
Lois Fong, one of the entertainers.   Into Sammy’s bar walks a long legged blond with all the right curves, causing heads to 
swivel and Sammy to dream, life seems to be heading in the right direction.  Until he comes into work to find his boss dead on 
the floor, bitten by a deadly Black Mamba, a snake addressed and delivered to Sammy. A snake that is now missing some-

where in San Francisco. That complicates things nicely; they get even more complicated when the Men in Black show up.  Then there are 
the UFO sightings and the General arriving in town looking for hot dames to help pave his way into a secret society.  The action goes all 
over San Francisco, Sammy’s wooing of the blonde progresses resulting in a rescue mission into the California redwoods.  The story is hilar-
ious, the scene in the diner with the waitresses ordering up dishes in a vocabulary that defies definition is laugh out loud funny.  And who 
can resist the mixing of these genres to come up with an entertaining story and trip back in time to 1947 San Francisco?  

Varina by Charles Frazier. Jefferson Davis was a widower, still in love with his dead wife, when he wed Varina How-
ell.  She was a teenager, much younger than Davis, with few prospects for a good match.  Her father had run through his mon-
ey, and then ran through the money of friends unwise enough to lend it to him. This colored her chances, so she did what her 
father expected and married Davis.  Yet Varina was anything but a pushover; classically educated by a family friend, an excel-
lent and fearless horsewoman, and feisty to boot. She thrived on life in Washington D.C., had hopes for Davis achieving the 
highest office in the land.  But in the end, she was a woman in a society where the choices were made by men.  Those choices 
led to the Civil War and would ultimately put Varina on the road with her children in a doomed attempt to escape Yankee retri-
bution.  The story follows Varina’s life from her teens through old age.  This is the intimate story of a woman’s struggle to sur-

vive one of history’s most cataclysmic events and overcome the hand she was dealt.    



Staff Recommendations. 

Now Available in Paperback. 

 

The Good Pilot Peter Woodhouse by Alexander McCall Smith. Peter Woodhouse is a Border Collie who had a rough 
start in life on the farm of a brutal man who abused him.  Fortune smiled on the dog when he was rescued by Val Eliot’s cousin, 
and found in Val a kind heart and gentle protector.  It is also helpful that the farm Val works on is owned by a good man fond of 
animals, especially intelligent Border Collies.  Val catches the attention of Mike, an American pilot stationed on the nearby base 
and when Peter Woodhouse has to lay low for a bit to avoid discovery by his former cruel master, Mike takes him in, even takes 
him flying with him on missions.  He becomes somewhat of a mascot for the airmen.  Until disaster strikes, and a German Cor-
poral, Ubi, takes a huge risk for their sakes.  Alexander McCall Smith writes lovely stories that make the reader feel good. 

All the Beautiful Lies by Peter Swanson. Harry Ackerman is a handsome young man; he takes after his father William, 
a book scout with a passion for reading.  Bill moved the family from New York, where he is partners in a book store, to Maine 
after the death of his wife.  He opened a second bookstore in the small town. Bill married again, with Alice, his real estate 
agent, and seemed to be happy. Harry didn’t see as much of his father once he went away to college, but they remained 
close.  Graduation weekend is just a few days away when Harry gets the call from Alice.  Bill fell to his death walking the path 
along the cliff.  Harry rushes home, trying to comfort a distraught Alice.  Then things start to get a little strange.  Alice is young-
er than Bill and sexy as all get out to boot.  She seems to be coming on to Harry, is it just grief and the need for closeness? Or 
is it something else?  Grace McGowan shows up in town, another attractive young woman, asking for a job at Bill’s 

bookstore.  But she seems more interested in Harry and what happened to Bill than working at the store.  And what did happen to Bill?  Why 
did he fall from a path he walked so often?  The police start to have suspicions too, leading them to believe Bill was murdered.   

Down the River Unto the Sea by Walter Mosley. Joe King Oliver was, mostly, a good cop and a talented investigator in 
the NYPD.  A family man with a wife and daughter, he liked being a cop and was on the cusp of a major drug bust, could see 
himself advancing in the department.  But there is that troublesome mostly.  Joe had a thing for the ladies.  It made him easy to 
frame.  Sent to investigate a car theft, he finds the woman much to his liking and instead spends a pleasurable amount of time 
with her.  Arrested for sexual assault, he is jailed at Rikers Island where his treatment breaks something in him.  A decade later 
Joe is a PI, his daughter works part time as his receptionist.  His marriage didn’t survive but his relationship with his daughter is 
strong and precious to him.  As the story opens, two things happen to change Joe’s circumstances.  He receives a letter from 
the woman who helped frame him, confessing to her involvement, and a young lawyer wants to hire him to exonerate a man on 

death row, a convicted cop killer.  Powerful people will not appreciate Joe’s involvement in the case.  Joe is finally ready to investigate his 
own case too, to find out who framed him and why.   

Death of Mrs. Westaway by Ruth Ware. Hal lived in the same attic apartment she was raised in, had spent all of her 21 
years here, it was small but it was home.  She has been alone since the death of her mother 3 years ago. Reading tarot cards 
at a rented booth on the boardwalk earns her a meagre living, summers are okay but the offseason is hard to manage.  Arriving 
home, she collects a pile of mail, bills demanding payment.  There is not enough money to meet the demands, paying her rent 
is first priority but there are other serious obligations insisting on her notice too.  Among the junk mail and demands for pay-
ment, is an envelope on fine stationary.  Inside is a letter from a solicitor informing her she is an heir to her grandmother’s for-
tune, with instructions on attending the funeral and reading of the will.  Hal knows there must be an error, she never met her 
grandparents, they died before her birth.  But what if she is an heir?  Even a small amount would help keep her afloat.  Deciding 

to go at least see what the prospects are, she arrives as instructed.  It is readily apparent that something is not right.  Hal is a likeable char-
acter in difficult circumstances; the story is full of menace and foreboding reminiscent of Daphne du Maurier’s novels.  

Bearskin by James McLaughlin. Rice Moore grew up in the desert, was attuned to the landscape.  Doing biological field 
work he developed an attraction to the team leader, discovered her sideline, and joined her as their attraction turned into a 
relationship of importance to him.  He paid his debt to society with time in an Arizona jail, but a violent act left a hefty balance 
on the ledger with some very dangerous men from the Mexican Cartel.  He goes by a new name, Rick Morton, and works as a 
caretaker for a vast private estate in pristine Appalachian wilderness in Virginia.  Alone among thousands of acres, he is begin-
ning to feel he is hiding in the perfect place, beyond their notice.  The locals resent the private nature preserve, but that is okay 
with Rice, they should be easier to handle than an angry drug cartel from Mexico.  If he can just stay off the radar, keep out of 
trouble, and not attract any official notice he might be okay.  His job as caretaker is to do the routine maintenance and protect 

the preserve.  When he learns bears are being poached, he takes it very personally, determined to catch the poachers and stop the bear 
killings before any more animals are harmed, it may be difficult not to attract any notice.  

The Bookshop of Yesterdays by Amy Meyerson. Uncle Billy and Miranda were close; he took her on expeditions to the 
sea, made science interesting, devised elaborate scavenger hunts, and spent time with her at his LA bookstore, Prospero 
Books, where she was allowed to pick a book on each visit. After her first earthquake, when she was 4, Billy used an orange 
and Play-Doh to show little Miranda how the earth’s crust moved, how earthquakes were formed. This was a subject Billy knew 
well, in addition to the bookstore, he was a scientist involved in researching earthquakes and responding when they oc-
curred.  On Miranda’s 12th birthday it all went wrong.  Billy gave Miranda the best birthday gift ever, a Golden Retriever pup-
py.  Her mother, Susan, would not let her keep the puppy, took it away immediately.  Susan had a fight with Billy the night be-
fore, their relationship would end and Billy would disappear from their lives.  Fifteen years later Miranda is a school teacher in 

Philadelphia living with her boyfriend when she has another contact from Billy.  A package arrives with a paperback copy of Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest along with a card containing a clue.  Later in the day, she receives a phone call from her mother telling her Billy has 
died.  It seems the package is one last puzzle from Uncle Billy, calling her home to LA where he  left her his bookstore and a literary scaven-
ger hunt with clues in books that reveal the secrets of the past telling  why their family fell apart on Miranda’s 12th birthday.  Readers will 
enjoy all the literary references and be delighted with this charmer that reads like a love letter to bookstores. 



Staff Recommendations. 

Now Available in Paperback. 

Clock Dance by Anne Tyler. Willa Drake spent her childhood in a tumultuous household; a kindly father in thrall to 
his volatile wife oblivious to the effect of her actions on their two daughters.  In 1967 she failed to come home for days, leav-
ing Willa and her little sister pretty much on their own.  1977 brought an offer of marriage from Derek, a good looking, popular 
guy.  Willa was surprised by his interest, took him home to meet the folks, interested to see what he would make of her fiery 
drama queen mother.  By 1997 Willa is a young widow with two sons, Sean and Ian, growing into men, one the spitting im-
age of his dad the other drawn toward more solitary pursuits.  By 2017 she is remarried, living in an Arizona golfing commu-
nity, and not having nearly as much contact with her grown sons as she would like.  Willa yearns for grandchildren, though 
her sons are making it unlikely with one spending his time in the wilderness and the other a busy single lawyer.  The phone 
rings with a call from Baltimore where Sean’s last girlfriend, Denise, has been shot, is in the hospital expected to make a full 

recovery, but meanwhile someone needs to take care of her little girl, Cheryl, and the family dog.  A caring neighbor took care of the child 
in the immediate aftermath, but the woman has a job and cannot continue to care for the girl.  Willa’s number is on the refrigerator as 
“Sean’s mother” and is thus assumed, incorrectly, the girl’s grandmother.  The neighbor calls Willa in hopes, as grandmother, she will 
take over childcare.  From this misunderstanding the story moves beautiful places. Tyler uses the pivotal years, 1967, 1977, 1997, and 
2017 to paint a picture of Willa’s life.  This lovely book portrays a woman coming into her own. 

Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison. Those stuck on the lower rungs of society and the disabled have long been inter-
ests of Evison.  This talented author is able to craft beautifully written stories that not only illustrate the plight of their charac-
ters but are also hilarious and treat those characters with respect.   Northern Washington is a place of great beauty, but for 
the poor it can be a struggle to get by regardless of the lovely setting.  Mike Munoz works on a yard maintenance crew and 
still lives at home with his Mom and brother.  There was no question of moving on in search of his own future once he gradu-
ated from high school, his brother is developmentally disabled, a child in a man’s body, needing constant supervision. His 
father left when his brother was a baby.  So Mike’s mom waits tables and Mike mows grass pooling their funds to rent a run-
down home, pay the utilities, and maybe have a cheap night out once in a while.  Being Latino in an era that values pale 

white doesn’t make things any easier for Mike.  He just wants to grab a piece of the American Dream and have a bit of happiness.  Is that 
too much to ask?  Well maybe.  But Mike has a lot of heart and determination so don’t give up on him and his dreams, somehow he just 
might find a way to move forward while embracing his heritage, finding self-knowledge, and being true to those he loves.  A lot to ask of a 
book?  Well, maybe, but Jonathan Evison can deliver, this is an author with major talent willing to take chances, and well able to tell a 
good story. 

All the Beautiful Girls by Elizabeth Church. Lily Decker’s parents and sister died in a tragic car accident when she 
was 8, somehow Lily survived the collision.  Left an orphan she is turned over to the care of her strict, judgmental aunt and 
predatory uncle.  The little girl’s only refuge is the dance classes paid by a mysterious benefactor.  Lily has an aptitude for 
dance and is the star of her small town Kansas dance school.  She dreams of being a serious dancer, plans on making it her 
career.  As high school graduation nears, her teacher encourages Lily to try Las Vegas, says she is certain the chances for 
getting into a good show are better there than on the New York stage.  Changing her name to Ruby for a fresh start, Lily 
takes the advice, but soon finds it is not founded in reality.  While Lily may have been the star of her small local productions, 
she is seriously outclassed by dancers more athletic and better trained.  A few of the friends she made in Las Vegas sug-
gest trying out as a showgirl, she has the zaftig figure just made to delight the audience, and the pay is astronomically better 

than anything the serious dancers could bring home.  For a while Lily does okay, she has fun meeting big name stars, enjoys dancing in 
the shows, and banks her salary preparing for the future.  But the past has a way of affecting the future, the abuse she suffered at the 
hands of her uncle influences the ways she responds to men, and may doom Lily to repeat the patterns learned in childhood.   While the 
story has serious subjects, it is also entertaining.  Lily bonds with other women; they help each other out, and are loyal in times of adver-
sity.  She meets many of her heroes, including Sammy Davis Jr. And there are great characters to keep the reader invested in what hap-
pens next.  

Miss Kopp Just Won’t Quit by Amy Stewart. Law enforcement agrees with Constance Kopp, the first female deputy 
in New Jersey.  After a year on the job she chaffs under the restraints imposed on her for being female and would like to be 
even more involved in the apprehension of criminals.  Sheriff Heath appreciates the woman’s enthusiasm and talent, but no 
matter how well Constance performs, he is criticized for having a female on his staff.  Thus, it is no surprise when the papers 
have a field day after Constance jumps into the river during a storm to rescue an escapee who managed to squirm away, 
running into the night, and leaping into the river.  Never mind that Constance wasn’t the person responsible for allowing the 
man’s escape, the papers gleefully attack the Sheriff for having a woman involved in transporting prisoners.  Constance ac-
companied Deputy Morris on the trip to transfer the prisoners to the insane asylum because one was female.  The woman’s 

husband had her committed, hysterical female was the complaint, agreed to by the doctor, sanctioned by the judge and off she 
goes.  Back in 1916 it was not difficult for a man to have his wife committed. Anna Kayser didn’t act the least bit mentally impaired and 
this was not her first trip to the asylum.  Her husband had a history of having her committed.   It was clear to Constance that she was 
taking part in an injustice, an action that did not sit well with her.  To make matters more complicated, it was an election year.  Her ac-
tions could jeopardize Sheriff Heath’s chances, and Constance knew he was the best man for the job.  Torn between doing what was 
right for a woman wronged and keeping a low profile to mitigate the impact of her actions on the election is like walking a tightrope for 
Constance.  Great period detail and Constance Kopp is a real figure from history.   

Transcription by Kate Atkinson. Juliet Armstrong was doing well in school, expected to continue her education, 
when her mother, a talented seamstress, died.  Alone, her prospects were significantly altered.  She had to make a living, 
continuing her education fell by the wayside.  It was 1940; opportunity presented itself with the prospect of working for MI5 in 
the war effort.  It seemed easy enough at first, lots of typing and a bit boring.  Juliet is taken from the general typing pool to 
sit in an apartment and type up the surveillance tapes from the  meetings next door of a group of Fascist sympathizers.  Still 
a lot of typing, but her boss is quite attractive and Juliet fancies him thus adding a bit extra to the proceedings. Then she was 
sent undercover, consequences ensued, and Juliet’s innocence perished.  A decade later Juliet is working for the BBC, do-
ing historical radio programs for children, when her old handlers call with new tasks.  Times are different, the Cold War is 

being fought, and Juliet is just the ticket to give a hand now and then.  Except things are not the same, Juliet is learning just how high the 
price is for her involvement.  Brilliant writing. 



An Assortment of Non-Fiction Recommendations from Rich Stonehouse. All Available in Paperback.  

Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown. The events of the 1936 Olympics is usually told with the oversized story 
of how Jesse Owens led the entire U.S. Olympians over Adolf Hitler and the Nazi team, thus showing the folly of Aryan su-
periority. A smaller less well known story is one of the triumph of the University of Washington’s rowing crew over elite and 
British Universities and later the race for the gold in the Olympic finals.  Brown focuses on Joe Rantz, a hard luck teenager 
who overcomes a lack of family and prospects, an enigmatic coach and an eccentric boat builder who bring together a col-
lection of young kids whose modest working class backgrounds belie a molding of commitment, dedication and the will to 
win.  A heartwarming story with historic ties to the Northwest, it shows what working together both figuratively and literally 
can do to overcome the most daunting of odds. 

Countdown by Alan Weisman. Weisman has written a sobering and detailed account of the problem of world over-
population and the attendant effects of environmental degradation and loss of habitat sustainability.  Through a series of 
visits to various countries, Weisman looks at each area’s ability to cope with its unique situation through religion, governmen-
tal organization, demographics or environmental circumstances.  Whether we have reached a tipping point of no return on 
being able to solve the population problem is not certain but Weisman’s book is a wake up call that urgently demands that 
everyone become aware of the dire consequences of inaction and ignorance.  This book is highly recommended and should 
be required reading for all people who have the power to make and influence the necessary changes to the problem of over-
population. 

The Men Who United the States by Simon Winchester. A spirited discussion is occurring today over the size and 
scope of the role of government as it relates to most American’s lives.  More or less government and how should it regulate 
life in the U.S.?  Winchester’s fascinating look at the very early part of our shared history examines several examples of how 
our country benefited and was united by many explorers, inventors and politicians for the common good.  Told in the form of 
five different sections each focusing on a different technology and time period that would transform and shape each era as 
the nation grew from a rural backwoods to a modern technological leader in the world.  This is great history writing at its 
best. 

Rebel Yell by S.C. Gwynne. This is a fascinating biography of Thomas J. “ Stonewall”  Jackson, who rose from a 
backwoods mountain upbringing to military genius during the Civil War.  His battle exploits and leadership arguably galva-
nized the Rebel cause to fight more effectively and courageously, thus prolonging a tragic and devastating war.  His untime-
ly death was a deep blow to the South, and was the beginning of the end of the Confederacy.  Gwynne is brilliant at putting 
a human face on a very large legend, much as he did for Quanah Parker in Empire of the Summer Moon. 

Undeniable by Bill Nye. With a humorous wit, Bill Nye has written a wonderful rebuttal to those who believe in crea-
tionism and those who believe that the evolutionary process is the more believable and fact based answer to how the uni-
verse is put together.  After a debate with a prominent creationist, Nye set out to debunk and counter the efforts to influence 
people, especially young school-age children with unreasonable and indefensible indoctrination.  His book is a wonderful 
read and will encourage curiosity and following more questions as opposed to accepting dogma without question. 

Being Mortal by Atul Gawande explores two different but related ideas about the American medical system.  With 
advances in medical technology, newer and better therapies, medicines and treatments, life expectancies have exceeded all 
expectations.  But the extension of life comes at a cost: the ability of the medical profession to make ageing a test of safety 
and regimentation of older patients at the expense of a fulfilling and worthwhile life.  Our expectations of a happy ageing are 
subservient to the need for regimentation and efficiency of caring for older people.  The second idea is the end of life and 
how we plan and provide for the elderly and their families.  Gawande argues that quality of life should be the defining course 
of treatment at the end of life as opposed to prolonging it at all costs.  He feels that medicine should provide for a good life 
as well as a good end. 

The Pentagon’s Brain by Annie Jacobsen. DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) is the Defense 
Department’s classified research and development agency responsible for thinking up, creating and sending off to the armed 
forces and spy agencies the most advanced and unimaginable spy gadgets and weaponry that any science fiction writer 
could conjure up.  Many things DARPA had engineered have found their way into mainstream public use, such as the Inter-
net and GPS, but its dark side has been less scrutinized.  Jacobsen is a journalist with many credentials in reporting on mili-
tary and science subjects.  This history of DARPA is both fascinating and frightening. 

Spain In Our Hearts by Adam Hochschild The history of the Spanish civil war fought from 1936 to 1939 is known by 
some as a practice run for the fascism inherent in Germany and Italy.  Many American men and women fought in the war to 
defend Spain’s democratically elected government, despite U.S. policy against American involvement.  Famous people, 
such as Hemmingway, George Orwell, Pablo Picasso, Paul Robeson, Langston Hughes and Errol Flynn were connected to 
the fighting either reporting on, writing about or artistically portraying the horrors of mechanized warfare against peasants 
armed with antique weapons and swords.  Hochschild vividly portrays the Lincoln Brigade, who went to war against Hitler 
while world leaders sought to appease him.  Many of the people who supported the civil war were later persecuted and black 
balled from their professions because of their involvement.  This is a heartbreaking historical memoir of a movement that 
was crushed, even though it was right.  

SPQR by Mary Beard. SPQR (Senatus Populus Que Romanus) meaning the Senate and People of Rome covers 
nearly a thousand years of Roman history from the founding of the city to the freeing of all inhabitants of the Roman empire 
to become Roman citizens.  Beard is honest about what is known about the Roman empire, warts and all.  From the familiar 
characters ( Julius Ceasar, Cicero and Nero), to the mundane ( slaves, conspirators, and everyday inhabitants) she expands 
what our perception of Roman history really is.  This is a fun and fascinating read. 

The Road to Little Dribbling by Bill Bryson. Bryson has penned another great travel expose on the odd and quirky 
of Great Britain that amuses him so much.  The book is based on a travel itinerary along a line from the most north and 

south points in Britain.  Mostly looking at what is odd, bewildering, beautiful and endearing, he points out things he feels are what makes 
Britain so “british”.  He strays somewhat into politics and growing old; some funny and some ways not so funny.  This book is so much 
like Bryson’s other work, it will be a favorite of his fans and new readers alike.  



 Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  
Everyone is welcome, light refreshments are served.  

 

June  
 

Month of Michigan 
June 10,52 Pickup by Elmore Leonard Mystery Book Club Month of Michigan 

June 17, True North by Jim Harrison Fiction Book Club Month of Michigan 
June 24 Two Hearted River by Ernest Hemingway Classics Book Club Month of Michigan 

 
July 

 
 July 8, American by Day by Derek Miller Mystery Book Club  
July 22, Circling the Sun by Paula McLain Fiction Book Club  

July 29, Common Good by Robert Reich Non-Fiction Book Club  
 

August 
 

Greeks Bearing Gifts by Phillip Kerr Mystery Book Club  
Almost Sisters by Joshlyn Jackson Fiction Book Club  

 
September 

 
The President is Missing by President Bill Clinton and James Patterson Mystery Book Club  

1984 by George Orwell Fiction & Classics Book Club Banned Book Selection  
 

October 
 

Month of Botswana 
A Carrion Death by Michael Stanley Mystery Book Club Month of Botswana 

White Dog Fell From the Sky by Elinor Morse Fiction Book Club Month of Botswana 
 

November 
 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah Non-Fiction Book Club  
A Rising Man by Abir Mukherjee Mystery Book Club  

Warlight by Michael Ondaatje Fiction Book Club  
 

December 
 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain Fiction & Classics Book Club  
The Word is Murder by Anthony Horowitz Mystery Book Club Comment on book clubs, look up future 

book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

May 2019 Book Clubs 

May 13 the Mystery Book Club discusses The Woman in the Window by A.J. Finn. Spellbinding!  Hitchcock would have wished he 
had written it and would be clamoring to film it!  Agnes was a respected child psychologist with a loving husband and vibrant 8 
year old daughter until something happened.  What happened?  Well you will have to wait several devious chapters to find out!  
Now her family is elsewhere and she is housebound, in an elegant Harlem brownstone, felled by agoraphobia.  She cannot even 
go to the grocery store, enjoy her garden, or meander to the corner coffee shop. Although she knows better, Agnes drinks exces-
sive quantities of wine, mixing it with her medication.  You might wonder why a woman who is a trained psychologist would mix 
her drugs in such a dangerous fashion.  Be patient, you will find out.   Her home backs onto a park, Agnes spends much of her 
time watching her neighbors and indulging her interest in photography.  The rest of Agnes’ time is devoted to watching classic 
films, such as Rear Window directed by Alfred Hitchcock.  She has an extensive collection; the films are salted throughout the 

story.  Film buffs will love it! The arrival of a new neighbor is a highlight in her day, someone new to observe.  When she sees something she 
shouldn’t reality and imagination blur, what is real, what isn’t?  Will anyone believe her if it is? Splendid mystery, keeps the tension high, wicked 

twists at every turn.  
 
May 20 the Fiction Book Club discusses Nightingale by Kristin Hannah.  This New York Times bestselling epic is soon to be a 

movie.   Set during WWII the story tells of two French sisters with heartbreaking choices.  Vianne’s husband is fighting at the 

front, she clings to the belief Hitler will not invade France, nor come to her little village, but of course that happens.  She lives on a 

lovely small farm, La Jardin, in the Loire Valley with her young daughter, Sophie. Isabelle, Vianne’s headstrong, independent 

minded younger sister is sent from Paris to La Jardin to live with her.  Forced to house a German officer in the home, the war 

becomes increasingly present.  Isabelle’s attitude and brave activities with the resistance bring danger ever closer to the women 

and child sharing their home with a Nazi.   

If you are involved in a club or gathering that would enjoy using space in Sunriver Village, please remember the Village owners have 
kindly provided space in the loft area above Sunriver Books & Music.  The space is available for uses compatible with the bookstore 
during Sunriver Books & Music’s hours of operation .  Using the space is free. To reserve the space for your group contact Deon at 
Sunriver Books & Music.  Sunriver Village is an ideal place to meet.  After concluding the day’s agenda enjoy a meal at one of the Vil-
lage restaurants and browse in the many shops. 


