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Sunriver resident and bestselling author Marie Bostwick has a new book. The Restoration of Celia 

Fairchild  releases March 2nd.  An author event on Zoom is planned for Saturday March 6 at 5:00 PM.  

There is a link to the Zoom registration at sunriverbooks.com to register for the author event.  

 

Please be in touch with us at Sunriver Books & Music at 541-593-2525 

or sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com to pre-order Marie’s newest book.  It would be a thrill if a Sunriver 

resident’s novel hit the New York Time’s Bestseller list!  Let’s help Marie Bostwick make it a reality by 

supporting her new book!  Purchase one for yourself, buy a gift for a friend, and let your friends know it is soon to be 

available.  Marie will sign stock for us.  

 

Marie Bostwick is an author with a diverse body of work, from a series about women quilters to historical fiction set 

around WWII with strong female characters to novels with contemporary themes set in the Pacific Northwest. Her 

newest, Restoration of Celia Fairchild, is a romantic comedy that is great fun to read. 

 

Meet Celia Fairchild, a young woman living in Manhattan where she is employed writing a popular advice column, Dear Calpurnia.  Celia’s 

greatest dream is to have a child, the application process to adopt is in motion and she is anticipating an interview with a birth mother.  Before 

Celia’s dream can become reality, her feckless husband leaves and she loses her job.   Celia created the column, Dear Calpurnia, she enjoys a 

devoted following finding comfort in her downhome advice.  It seems inconceivable that it could be taken away from her, but that is precisely 

what is happening.  Her boss just sold the paper with the understanding the new owners would bring in their own team, including for Dear Cal-

purnia.  

 

How can Celia hope to convince someone to trust her with adopting their child when she has no means of support and can barely even afford 

her apartment?  The situation is looking bleak.  How is she going to persuade the young birth mother to take a chance on a single unemployed 

writer?  

A turn of fortune arrives via a letter informing Celia that her aunt has died and she is the sole heir.  While she is grieved by her elderly aunt’s 

demise, the news also offers salvation. Celia’s home town is Charleston, South Carolina.  A beautiful old city with lovely neighborhoods just 

filled with attractive, historic homes.  Aunt Calpurnia’s home was among them.  The plan is to fly home to Charleston, sell the house, and return 

with the proceeds.  She would have a nice bundle thus showing self-sufficiency and financial stability to the young birth mother. 

 

Great plan.  Then again, many a great plan falls short in execution.   Celia heads south to take possession of her aunt’s house, put it on the 

market and get back to Manhattan quickly to be ready for the upcoming interview.   She remembers her aunt’s home as a lovely old building on 

a nice street.  The house that greets her is nowhere near her memory, it is a wreck.  In the intervening years, Celia’s aunt became a hoarder 

and a recluse. The house has gone to wrack and ruin. It is now a money pit personified.  There is barely room to walk through with the junk and 

garbage stacked throughout.  No way this home could go on the market and quickly sell for a tidy sum.  A local developer is keen to buy it for 

the big lot it sits upon, tear it down, and build townhouses.  

 

Not a woman easily deterred, Celia dives into removing all the debris and attempting to restore the old building to some of its former glory.  Any-

one who has remodeled a home will recognize that things always cost more than anticipated and unforeseen issues proliferate like bunnies.  

 

And then there are the family skeleton's in the various closets to be dealt with too!  But Celia still has something precious, friends.  Although she 

may not realize it, Celia’s superpower is friendship. And they set about helping Celia navigate the path from the present to the future.  

 

Filled with likeable characters, comedy, and hope!  There are so many great characters, I particularly liked Celia’s friend Calvin, a chef of con-

siderable talent who turned to cookbook editing and is married to a physician working with Doctors Beyond Borders.  Calvin is the friend every-

one would like having; charming, funny, and cooks delicious food. 

 

A fun romcom, the story also touches on themes of family, friendship, responsibility, and hope. Bostwick’s writing is lively and engaging. This is 

a book you can sit down, enjoy, and feel better for reading! 

 

 

Video’s of both events below are linked at sunriverbooks.com we hope you enjoy them! 

Craig Johnson, along with Katee Sackhoff and Lou Diamond Phillips, gave an entertaining presentation on the 

latest in the Walt Longmire series, Next to Last Stand.  It includes a video of a chapter of the book being read at 

the site of the Battle of the Little Bighorn.  
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Staff Recommendations.  

New Releases. 

 
We Begin at the End by Chris Whitaker. Meet the Outlaw Duchess Day Radley, she is 13 and fierce in the protec-

tion of her little brother Robin and gorgeous damaged mother Star.  She will stay with you, much as I have remembered 

another young girl, Scout, from Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird.  Powerful is way too small a word for this amazing nov-

el where even the villains break your heart with their tortured humanity.   

  

Duchess holds her head up and gets on with the business of caring for her little clan, defending Robin from the casual cru-

elty of children, trying to mend her fragile, broken mother.  Walker, the local cop, keeps watch over the little family.  He re-

members Star from better times, when they were high school students and the world seemed big and wide, flush with pos-

sibilities.  That was 30 years ago, before Vincent King killed Sissy, Star’s little sister.  Now Vincent is being released from 

prison, and the past is about to come calling in this small coastal California town.   

  

Tragedy and humor blend, in the best of ways in this beautifully written novel.  I promise, this is one of the best books you will read this 

year and the Outlaw Duchess Day Radley will have your heart.  

  

The Smash Up by Ali Benjamin. Ethan has scads of money from a startup company he founded with a friend, a 

filmmaker wife, Zo, and an adored child, Alex.  They moved from the big city to a small town in the Berkshires for the peace 

and quiet, a place where Zo can work on her films and Ethan will maybe write a novel.   It doesn’t go as planned.  Ethan 

gets a call from his former partner, the firm is in trouble, allegations have been made, the big checks to Ethan are a thing of 

the past.  Zo is inspired to be politically involved, trying to stop the world’s slide into chaos and hate. And a young woman 

makes Ethan think of simpler things. When tragedy strikes, they are unprepared for the way it strips everything bare, focus-

es on what is truly important. Benjamin writes with passion and humor.   

  

The City of Good Death by Priyanka Champaneri. Pramesh is a kind man, with a good life caring for the pilgrims 

staying at his hostel who come to die in an auspicious place, a city on the shores of the Ganges that promises a good death 

for Hindus.  Pramesh is always there, ready with the right comforting word, careful of the rituals to be honored.  He adores 

his wife, Shobha, and daughter, Rani, feeling blessed with good fortune.   

  

Then a man is pulled from the river, a man who died under suspicious circumstances, a man who is the spitting image of 

Pramesh.  It was not a good death and it carries Pramesh back to the village of his youth, where he was best friends with 

his cousin Segar. A place and a man he left behind long ago.  It is time to confront his feeling of guilt and his past.  Gor-

geously written, evocative, and full of great characters.  This is one of those special books, hard to describe and wonderful 

to read. 

  

Who is Maud Dixon by Alexandra Andrews. Want to read a deliciously wicked mystery with lots of twists and 

turns?  Search no further.  When Florence Darrow awakens in a hospital, her memory a muddle from the car accident she 

barely survived, people call her Helen Wilcox and she is too befuddled to correct them.  But why not be Helen?  Step out of 

the dingy identity that is bringing her no pleasure, and into the role of a sophisticated, wealthy woman?  Helen seems to be 

missing, what’s the harm?  Florence had been hired as an assistant to famous author Maud Dixon, a reclusive woman who 

keeps her real identity as Helen Wilcox a secret.  It seems a perfect job for Florence, she aspires to be a writer and thus far 

her life has been far from glamorous.  She and Helen traveled to exotic Morocco where the accident occurs and all the fun 

begins.  Soon there are bodies, suspicion of bodies, and what happens next is up for grabs.  Readers of Patricia Highsmith 

will find much to appreciate. 

  

The Lowering Days by Gregory Brown. The lush, green riverbanks of the Penobscot River in Maine are more than a 

setting for this lovely novel, they are its heart.  David, Link, and Simon Ames are bound to this land in deep ways, protective 

of its wild beauty. Raised to love nature by their artist mother and boat building father, they thrive.  But there is a threat to 

the land, a paper company reopening; it’s mill will bring needed jobs to the community and poison the river, causing devas-

tation to the Penobscot Native Americans living along its shore.  When the paper mill burns down, the consequences rever-

berate through the community, especially in the Ames family.  The story is a stark reminder of the differences between 

those who believe the land is there to use and those who believe it should be protected and preserved.   

  

The Windsor Knot by SJ Bennett. In the mood for a charming, clever mystery?   This is just the ticket!  Queen Elizabeth 

II is getting on in years, about to celebrate her 90th birthday, but still goes out for her morning rides, walks her Corgis, and 

finds her husband, Prince Phillip, devilishly attractive.  This morning at Windsor Castle (her favorite) is not going so well.  On 

the previous evening she entertained several Russians on an overnight visit at the behest of her son, Prince Charles.  Her 

private secretary, Sir Simon, has the unpleasant task of telling the queen that the handsome, exceptionally talented pianist, 

Brodsky, who danced with the Queen, had died in suspicious circumstances.  MI5 gets involved in solving the crime, soon 

suspecting members of the royal staff of colluding with Putin.  Rubbish, this just will not do. With the aid of her assistant per-

sonal secretary, Rozie Oshodi a resourceful young woman, the Queen begins a discrete investigation. Apparently, Queen 

Elizabeth has done this sort of thing in the past and is rather good at it.  Great fun to read.  



Staff Recommendations.  New Releases 

A Matter of Life and Death by Phil Margolin benefits from his career as a successful attorney in Portland, Oregon 

arguing death penalty cases before he became a New York Times bestselling author..  He brings that knowledge to legal 

thrillers that are crisp, well written, and know their subject intimately.   

Robin Lockwood is tough as nails, and she needs to be, in her latest case defending a boxer who has all the evidence 

stacked against him!  The DA has a wheelbarrow full of evidence, all pointing to her client’s guilt.  But Robin believes Joe 

Lattimore when he says he didn’t kill Judge Anthony Carasco’s wife. Robin teams up with Amanda Jaffe, a dream team of 

defense lawyers.  Can they find a way to prove Joe’s innocence despite the mountain of evidence against him.  Read it and 

find out, this legal thriller will keep you turning pages.   

Margolin uses the Portland settings beautifully.  I thoroughly enjoyed this latest in the Robin Lockwood series, especially 

with Amanda Jaffee too!  

Staff Recommendations. Releasing in paperback.  

Valentine by Elizabeth Wetmore is the story of women and how their lives can be torn asunder by the violence that men 

do. It opens February 15, 1976 amidst the Texas oil fields with teenage Gloria Ramirez cowering in the mesquite bushes 

while nearby her attacker lies passed out drunk in his truck.  Knowing he will kill her if he awakens, Gloria slips off to walk 

toward a distant farm house where Mary Rose Whitehead will discover the broken young girl.  

 The aftermath of the attack has a profound impact on the community as various factions weigh in.  Seeking justice, a wom-

an will act with wide ranging consequences.  This is a story that touches on issues of race and entitlement, but it is also the 

story of strong women and what they face to survive.  Beautifully written, ultimately uplifting, and important. 

A Good Neighborhood by Therese Anne Fowler. Oak Knoll was a Good Neighborhood, a place where neighbors 

knew each other. They cared about the scale and natural beauty of their surroundings too.  

 At the heart of this North Carolina neighborhood is Valerie Alston-Holt, a college professor, dedicated gardener, and the 

neighborhood’s go to person on all issues ecological.  A towering oak tree, a tree old enough to have experienced serious 

history, graces the yard of her modest home.  Her son, Xavier, is a music prodigy, finishing his last year of high school with 

a scholarship in hand to a prestigious college. Oak Knoll was the sort of neighborhood that appealed to professors and oth-

er middle-income families, the sort of neighborhood that a black woman, a widow, would be accepted.   

But the neighborhood is changing, it’s close in proximity and moderate prices bringing in people with more wealth, people 

who would tear down the modest homes, raze the trees to use most of the lot, and build McMansions.  The reactions of the 

residents is mixed, the new homes are surely luxurious with large rooms and all the bells and whistles, but homes that big 

dwarf their surroundings.  

Such a home is constructed next door to the Alston-Holt residence, its large footprint on the land threatening the root system of the ancient 

oak.  The new neighbor, Brad Whitman, is a self-made man, well known and liked in the community from the TV ads for his heating and 

cooling company. He takes pride in being able to provide such a luxurious home for his wife Julia, and two daughters.   

This novel draws you in from the first page, asking important questions about what it means to be a good neighbor, where does race fit in 

the equation, the use of power, and a Romeo and Juliet story too.  

John Bruning is a meticulous author of military history, he can turn his extensive research into an account that is both schol-

arly and reads like a thriller.  He has done so with Race of Aces: WWII’s Elite Airmen and the Epic Battle to Become Mas-

ters of the Sky.  It is a compelling account that will keep the pages turning as you race to find out what happened.   

Our WWII pilots faced incredible odds in the Pacific. They were outnumbered, fighting against an enemy with little mercy, 

unwilling to tolerate failure or weakness. Our pilots were young men, fighting in an unfamiliar and inhospitable jungle envi-

ronment, and even the planes they flew killed them! What they had was ferocious bravery and the determination to fly into 

an uncertain future in battles where their survival was not a good bet.  

Before our pilots engaged the enemy, they had to train on Lockheed’s P-38 Lightning, a plane designed to fly higher and 

faster, to have a chance against the nimble Japanese zeroes.  Safety was not the manufacturer’s highest priority. The 

planes were so prone to self destructing, taking the pilot along to their doom, that in April 1942 there were 20 fatal crashes in Washington 

and Oregon.  Pilots killed by their aircraft before even reaching a battle.  

General MacArthur did not have a lot of confidence in the utility of airplanes in winning the war.  By 1942 the battle in the Pacific was not 

going well.  Then General George Kenney was given command of the pilots, he was battle hardened and a pilot himself.  Captain Eddie 

Rickenbacker was famous for his exploits in WWI, he shot down 26 enemy planes and received the Medal of Honor; he was known as the 

ace of aces. He toured the Pacific talking to the flyboys, telling them stories of his experiences.  Thus far in the Pacific the highest total for 

an ace was Buzz Wagner with 8.  A challenge was issued, a case of scotch to the first pilot to beat Captain Rickenbacker’s record.  Our 

flyboys were in!  No way were they going to walk away from a challenge.  But this was war, not a game, the stakes were life and death.  

John Bruning introduces us to Gerald Johnson, a hometown kid from Eugene Oregon, an outdoors enthusiast, bit of a dare devil, totally 

besotted with his sweetheart Barbara.  Dick Bong, a quiet farm boy from Wisconsin with an affinity for machinery nurtured from his years of 

working on farm equipment. Tommy McGuire, a smart New Jersey transplant to Florida, a rich kid surrounded by poor boys who never 

quite fit in. Tom Lynch, movie star handsome, with a degree in chemical engineering and the makings of a career in command.  And others 

who tried for the title of the ace of aces.   

Bruning takes the story from the delivery of the P-38’s to the young flyboys to the culmination of WWII in the Pacific.  The battle scenes are 

detailed, well researched, and gripping.  Pilots diving in against outrageous odds, crazy brave.  And in the end, war exacts its price.   

The Race of Aces is thoroughly researched with the foot notes to prove it, but it reads like a thriller, the scenes brought to vivid life in re-
membrance of young men who gave their all for their country.  



 
 Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  

 

Everyone is welcome,  Meetings are held via Zoom. On Mondays at 6 PM.  

Times and dates are tentative due to current situation.  

 

April 

 

April 5 Mystery Book Club discusses A Test of Wills by Charles Todd  

 

April 19 Fiction Book Club discusses the Deschutes County Novel Idea selection, The Other Americans by 
Laila Lalami.  

 

May  

 

May 3 Mystery Book Club discusses Eight Perfect Murders by Peter Swanson 

May 10 Fiction Book Club discusses The River by Peter Heller 

May 24 Non-Fiction Book Club discusses Tesla by Richard Munson  

Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

March 2021 Book Clubs 

Book Clubs continue via Zoom, and they are still fun.  Although it is great to get together in person, the Zoom events allow people in other are-
as to take part too.  There are two interesting books to be discussed in March.  Book Clubs meet at 6 PM on Mondays.  Send an email to sun-
riverbooks@sunriverbooks.com if you would like to participate in a discussion and we will send the zoom link the day before or day of the dis-
cussion. 

March 8 the Mystery Book Club discusses Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy by John Le Carre.  In memory of John Le Carre, Book Club is 
choosing to discuss one of his best, a classic of the spy genre.  Having worked as a spy in his youth, he abandoned the flash of 
Ian Fleming’s James Bond for a grittier, probably more accurate, portrayal of the great game.  His plots are intricate, both shock-
ing and subtle.  In his novel, there is no knight in shining armor, no side with the moral high ground.  Just people involved in a 
dangerous game, where the tricks it takes to win will keep them up at night someday.  Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy has to do with a 
double agent, a mole, much like the real Kim Philby.  It was made into a film and is considered one of John Le Carre’s best, full of 
twists and turns, as it travels down dark alleys.   
 
March 22 the Fiction Book Club discusses 10 Minutes 38 Seconds by Elif Shafak. This amazing novel explores the role of women 
in a world dominated by men, influenced by zealotry, and limited in options.  And yet it is also a zestful celebration of one wom-
an’s life, what friendship meant to her, the hardships she endured, but also the love she found and her joy.  
 
Tequila Leila is murdered and dumped in a dumpster, in the 10 minutes and 38 seconds her consciousness remains, she reflects 
on her life and the path that brought her to this end.  Raised in a family where her father’s attitudes changed as he became more 
militant in his beliefs, her two mothers subservient to the rules imposed.  Leila flees from the provinces to Istanbul as a teenager, 
a pretty girl she is quickly trafficked into the oldest of professions.  Yet even dealt a poor hand, she still plays her cards to make a 
difference in her life.  Friendship is what brings meaning and comfort.  

 
While this story focuses on dark issues, it has moments of joy, humor, and splendor 

Digital Audio Books. 
 

Sunriver Books & Music offers digital audio books through Libro.   
Sign up at libro.fm/sunriverbooks Sunriver Books & Music’s logo should appear on the top right corner of the site.  Here is a brief description 
of Libro and their terms. 
 

 Libro.fm works with all major publishers and has a catalog of over 100,000  audiobooks, including New York Times bestsellers.  

 Audiobooks can be purchased individually or through a monthly membership program. 

    Over 100,000 titles  • First month/audiobook for FREE  

 • $14.99 monthly fee  (one audiobook/month) • 30% off additional audiobooks  and audiobook gifts  
For our customers who enjoy audio books as well as reading, we hope you find Libro a good source.   

Covid 19 Update 
First we must apologize for opening about an hour late twice in February due to unforeseen staffing difficulties.  We are sorry for any inconven-
ience.  
 
We hoped that most of our staff would be vaccinated by the first part of March enabling us to have two booksellers behind the counter during 
Spring Break.  Clearly that is not going to happen.  Perhaps by summer.  We continue to be closed for half hour from 1:30-2:00 to allow staff to 
have a lunch break.   
 
Vaccines will be more available in the coming months.  We are hopeful this will allow us to ease some restrictions, such as the number of shop-
pers, need for a door person, etc.  We will continue to follow the recommendations of the experts to keep our community and staff safe (such 
as hand sanitizers, masks, etc.) regardless if they are mandated by government.  Health and safety for our community and staff comes first. 
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