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Saturday June 4th at 5:00 PM Katie Dyer-Seeley will give a presentation on the latest in her Meg
Read series, Silenced in the Surf. Meg lives in Portland and is a reporter for Northwest Extreme,
an outdoor adventure magazine, a job that uses her talents as a journalist but goes against her
nature (she is a bit of an outdoor wuss). Silenced in the Surf is set in Hood River amid the Columbia River Gorge’s dramatically spectacular landscape and a destination for windsurfers. Meg
is sent on assignment to cover a windsurfing event. Of course she has to give windsurfing a go
and is swept downstream in the powerful Columbia River. A body snagged on the rocks puts
Meg on the trail of a killer. The dead man is a windsurfing celebrity and not a very nice guy. His
death was no accident, suspects abound.
The series goes all over Oregon and is full of interesting items about the state and enjoying the
out of doors. Readers will discover tips on all sorts of outdoor activities and places they may
want to visit.
Scene of the Climb was first in the series. It introduces the characters and gives some of
Meg’s back story. Meg’s father was an award winning journalist for Oregon’s prime paper. Following in his footsteps seemed natural; she achieved a degree in journalism from the University
of Oregon and assumed she would be working for her father’s paper. No sooner did Meg graduate than the paper laid off forty reporters, it was not an auspicious time for a fledgling journalist.
Camped out on the couch of her best friend’s loft in Portland’s tony Pearl district, Meg’s job search was going nowhere. Until she ran into Greg,
editor of Northwest Extreme, who just happened to be looking for a new reporter. Meg has the credentials and the talent to write, but she is not
outdoorsy, mild hiking about the extent of her athletic prowess. She fakes it, using her friend’s adventures on her resume to get her foot in the
door. After all, what could go wrong? Quite a lot it seems. Her first assignment takes her hiking at Angel’s Rest in the Columbia River Gorge
with a group of uber athletes competing in Race The States, a contest that could net the winner a million bucks. Meg is not up to this kind of
hike and is woefully unprepared. Did I mention she is also afraid of heights? When a body plunges over the cliff, Meg’s investigative instincts
kick into high gear putting her in danger.
Slayed on the Slopes, the second in the series, is set on Mt. Hood. Meg is feeling confident as she prepares to join the Ridge Rangers
in the Silcox Hut for a feature story on their mountaineering organization. Warm and sunny weather in November convince her it is probably not
going to snow so her inability to ski will go unmasked. How wrong the girl can be! A blizzard hits soon followed by a dead body with many suspects, all nicely marooned together in the storm.
Kate also writes as Elle Alexander. In Meet Your Baker, the first in the series, Juliet Capshaw’s marriage is on the rocks, she returns home to
Ashland where her mother runs a popular bakery. One of the board members for the Shakespearean festival is making life miserable for everyone she encounters. When the woman is found murdered in the bakery, the list of potential suspects is long indeed.
A Batter of Life and Death is set in autumn in Ashland and has Juliet competing in a reality TV show, Take The Cake, on the Pastry
Channel in an attempt to win $25,000 to put their family bakeshop, Torte, on more firm financial footing. Before the cakes can be judged, Chef
Marco is murdered and Juliet is on the hunt for a killer, much to the dismay of the local cops and her mother. Will Juliet catch the killer or will
she be the next victim?
On Thin Icing takes place at the Lake of the Woods Resort during an Ashland winter when Juliet is catering a retreat for the Oregon
Shakespearean Festival. A winter blizzard isolates the group and the obnoxious bartender is put on ice, literally. While Juliet is deep in investigating mode, her estranged husband, the handsome Carlos shows up wanting to resolve differences. Juliet is torn between Carlos and Officer
Thomas who was her high school sweetheart. Lots of drama in the woods in the cold of winter.
The Juliet Capshaw series (also known as Jules) includes lots of tasty recipes. As a coffee addict, I appreciate that they include coffee!
Author events are free and we will have refreshments and drawings for prizes. Please call 541-593-2525, e-mail sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stop by Sunriver Books & Music to sign up to attend.

June 18th at 5:00 PM Pauls Toutonghi will present Dog
Gone; A Lost Dog’s Extraordinary Journey and the
Family Who Brought Him Home, a heartwarming story
of an outstanding dog’s excellent adventure (although the
human involved may not describe it thus, read on). I knew
Toutonghi as an author of elegantly written fiction, so I was
surprised and delighted to discover his latest book is the
life story of a remarkable dog. Who can resist a good dog
story? And this is one of the best. Fielding Marshall, Toutounghi’s brotherin-law, came from a family of animal lovers; he was given the precious gift
of growing up around dogs and having family who respected the bond between human and animal. It was natural for Fielding to turn to a dog for
solace when he was at a low ebb in his young life. A college guy, Fielding
was long on love for his puppy, but short on common sense. Gonker enjoyed the full extent of college life; he was a dog that could appreciate a
really zestful party. No matter, he got Fielding over his sadness and became his best pal. Of course college guys grow up, join the work force, and have obligations. So it was with Fielding, moving from Charlottesville to Washington DC where he stayed with his parents until finances allowed him to secure a place of his own. Gonker developed Addison’s disease, an affliction also suffered by Jane Austen. With medication, Gonker could live a full life, unfortunately for Ms. Austen that was
not the case a century ago. The key is the medication, if the dog responds well, and gets its medication on schedule; life goes on in a happy
way. Stop the medication and bad things happen. In 1998 Fielding and Gonker were on a road trip back to Virginia where they spent their college days. Hiking the Appalachian Trail Gonker disappeared. He was six years old, the prime of life for a dog, but he had a disease requiring
regular medication to survive. Fielding was frantic. I am not going to leave you in suspense; Fielding and Gonker would be reunited, after a
hundred miles. This is the story of those miles, the way this emergency united the family as they pulled out all the stops to find Gonker, and
how that brought everyone closer. Toutanghi is such a gifted author, he tells Gonker’s story with humor, élan, and heart. A seriously fun book
to read!
Author events are free and we will have refreshments and drawings for prizes. Please call 541-593-2525, e-mail sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stop by Sunriver Books & Music to sign up to attend.
Upcoming Author Appearances
Saturday July 9th 2016 at 5:00 PM The Passenger by Lisa Lutz
Saturday July 23rd at 5:00 PM Before the Wind by Jim Lynch
Saturday August 6th 2016 at 5:30 PM Disappearing Nine Patch by Arlene Sachitano
Saturday August 13th 2016 At 5:00 PM American Copper by Shann Ray
Saturday September 3rd 2016 at 5:00 PM The Road We Traveled by Jane Kirkpatrick
Sunday September 25th at 5:00 PM An Obvious Fact by Craig Johnson
Join us to enjoy these fabulous authors! Hearing an author speak clarifies and enriches the reading experience. Author readings are free with
refreshments served and drawings for prizes. Call or e-mail Sunriver Books & Music sign up to attend by calling 541-593-2525, e-mailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music. . Space may be limited for some events.
Check sunriverbooks.com for changes or additions to the schedule.

Sunday September 25th at 5:00
At SHARC
Craig Johnson returns for the latest in the
Walt Longmire Series,
An Obvious Fact.
Sign up early to attend by calling 541-593-2525
E-mailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com
Or stopping by Sunriver Books & Music. Space may be limited.
An Obvious Fact releases September 13,
we are happy to pre-order for you.
Picture of Craig and Judy Johnson by Brooke Snavely.

Saturday July 9th at 5:00 PM
At Sunriver Books & Music
Lisa Lutz Presents
The Passenger
&
How to Start a Fire

Saturday July 23rd at 5:00 PM
Jim Lynch Presents
Before The Wind
Sign up early to attend the presentations.

Our Book of the Month Club brings a surprise book every month!
Purchase a Book of the Month Club subscription and receive a book every month. July starts the second half of 2016’s subscriptions. It is a
great way to find new authors to enjoy. I am honored to select books for you and take seriously choosing titles for Book of the Month Club. We
select well written books that we hope might be undiscovered treasures for you.
Most passionate readers know John Steinbeck penned Cannery Row. A Book of the Month Club selection was Sweet Thursday by John Steinbeck, continuing the story of the characters from Cannery Row. Other past selections include Memory of Running by Ron McLarty, Lying
Awake by Mark Salzman, No Great Mischief by Alistar MacLeod, Last Town on Earth by Thomas Mullen, Red River by Lalita Tademy,
Louisiana Power and Light by John Dufresne, Bastard of Istanbul by Elif Shafak, So Brave Young And Handsome by Leif Enger, Skeletons At The Feast by Chris Bohjalian, A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, Day After Night by Anita Diamant, Fragile Beasts by
Tawni O’Dell, In The Skin of a Lion by Michael Ondaatje, Children and Fire by Ursula Heigi, Barbarian Nurseries by Hector Tobar, Vanishing
Act of Esme Lennox by Maggie O’Farrel, Housekeeping by Marilynne Robinson, The Folded Earth by Anuradha Roy, Last Summer of
the Camperdowns by Elizabeth Kelly, The Golem and the Jinni by Helen Wecker, Secret Wisdom of the Earth by Christopher Scotton,
Flying Shoes by Lisa Howorth, White Dog Fell From The Sky by Eleanor Morse, Driving on the Rim by Thomas McGuane, and We Are
Called to Rise by Laura McBride, What will the next 6 months of 2016 bring? Purchase a Book of the Month Club subscription and
enjoy the surprise.
Picked up in the store, July—December of 2016 costs $94.87 and a subscription for all of 2016 costs $188.76. Mailed in the USA July—
December of 2016 costs $106.87 and a subscription for 2016 costs $ 212.76.

Month of North Carolina!
In June we concentrate on literature set in a city, state, or region of the USA. Approaching the 4th of July, it is good to celebrate the
grandeur of the landscape and the unique cultural identity of our country. Among the things that makes our country special is its
rich diversity and cultural heritage. The land itself is vast and glorious in its beauty, from the vivid colors of the Grand Canyon to the
majestic peaks of the Rockies, to the blue waters of the Atlantic as it reaches the North Carolina beaches. This June we celebrate
North Carolina, a state with beaches, Appalachian mountains, and a wealth of literature.

Staff Recommendations.
Deon Recommends.
All The Missing Girls by Megan Miranda releases June 28th, we are happy to pre-order for you. Nic escaped her hometown,
Cooley Ridge, North Carolina, made it through college and grad school and built a life for herself in Philadelphia. She decorated
her apartment in vibrant colors and made it a home. Recently she became engaged to Everett, a handsome thoughtful attorney
from a wealthy family who really had no idea of Nic’s early life in rural North Carolina. A letter and a phone call were about to
change all of that. Nic’s father wrote, “I need to talk to you. That girl. I saw that girl.” He must mean Corinne, Nic’s best friend who
disappeared a decade earlier right before Nic left home. A year ago Nic and her brother Daniel had to move their father from the
family home to an assisted living facility. It was hoped the move would be temporary, but it is not proving to be so. Daniel called
about the need to sell the family home to keep the bills paid at the assisted living facility. He wants Nic to come help get the home
ready for sale. She will load her car, drive the nine hours south, intending to spend the summer working on the house. Good intentions, but
another girl will go missing, and now all the same suspects are back in town.
Memorable characters, a plot with enough twists to satisfy any reader, and beautiful writing make Redemption Road by John Hart
a story you will long remember. A cop faces a board of inquiry after shooting two men. Elizabeth should be figuring out how to explain the 18 bullets in the dead men. Instead she is driving around aimlessly, staying up all night, and doing nothing to save her
career. She is a good cop, she loves her job, but 18 bullets and two dead men are a hard sell to the powers that be even with
rescuing the young woman they abducted and repeatedly raped. Gabriel bears the name of an archangel, perhaps it was well
chosen. He plans to do what his father cannot, what he thinks honor and justice demand. When Gabriel was a small child his
mother was murdered, a man jailed for the crime. Gabriel now 13 has possession of a gun; he will face his mother’s killer and
avenge her death. Adrian was a star detective, dead sexy and brilliant to boot. When a cop goes bad, the whole force feels the
betrayal. The years behind bars have changed him, hardened the man and given him scars that bear witness to the time he spent inside.
Women are being murdered, their bodies placed in a ritualistic display. William Shakespeare said “The evil that men do lives after them; the
good is oft interred with their bones.” There is evil in this bucolic North Carolina town. One woman has the flat out courage, tenacity, and heart
to bring it to an end. Pick up Redemption Road and you will not put it down until you reach the last splendid page!
The Last Child by John Hart is an edge of your seat mystery that keeps the suspense ratcheted up till the last page.
Johnny’s life hit a downhill slide the day his 12 year old twin Alyssa was abducted. His father left shortly thereafter. Now a year
later he is half of a whole; twins can have incredibly strong bonds, it was so for Johnny and Alyssa. He watches as his mother,
once a warm nurturing woman, slips into alcoholism and drug abuse. She also develops a tendency to terrible choices in men.
Johnny is not going to stand idly by while his world disintegrates; he starts an intensive search for his sister. His friend, Jack, aids
in the search, the two riding off on bicycles, covering ground trying to find out what happened to Alyssa. Detective Hunt watches
as this family is torn apart, he is worried about the kid. Johnny is a protagonist you will root for! The Last Child won the 2010 Edgar Award.
Down River by John Hart is a complex story about a damaged man. Adam had the kind of childhood that does not lead
to “well adjusted”. The state may have acquitted him of the murder charge, his family did not, they believe him guilty. Thrown off
Red Water Farm, the land his family has farmed for generations. by his father, Adam left. Now five years later he is back, no
sooner does he hit town than he is in a fight. Never the sheriff’s favorite denizen, Adam is soon implicated in an assault and the
explosion of a meth lab. His old flame, Robin, wears a badge, things have changed. A power company wants to buy the land,
they are willing to pay top dollar. Adam is seeking Grace, the child taken in by his family, grown into a beautiful young woman.
Bodies begin to pile up and everyone has a secret to keep. Down River won the Edgar Award for 2007.
King of Lies by John Hart is a riveting tale. Jackson Workman Pickens, known to friends as Work, followed his father
into the law taking employment in the family firm. But they are very different men. Ezra Pickens was an abusive bully, when he
goes missing, foul play is suspected. Over a year later Work learns of the man’s demise in an unusual manner, from a detective,
yes, but also from a ghost. Work’s worry is for his sister Jean, she is emotionally fragile and may have had a hand in the murder
of Ezra. The police find Work’s lack of grief and the potential 15 million dollar inheritance enough to make him a person of interest.
Iron House by John Hart is about a mobster trying to go straight. Michael was a teenage street tough when he was spotted by Otto and brought into the family. He learned to fight early, growing up in Iron Mountain Home For Boys where his brother
Julian was bullied and Michael fought to protect him. When a kid is killed, Michael shoulders the blame and runs away leaving
Julian behind. Twenty years on he has justified Otto’s earlier opinion of his promise, becoming a feared enforcer. But this is a life
that is hard to step away from. Michael falls for Elena, concealing the true nature of his occupation. When she becomes pregnant
he wants to leave the mob. His boss okays his withdrawal, but Otto’s son has old resentments and is not going to let Michael go
so easily. Michael flees with Elena to North Carolina and the brother he left so long ago.

A Month of North Carolina!
Staff Recommendations.
Deon Recommends.
The Yanahlossee Riding Camp For Girls by Anton Disclafani. Thea lived in a little piece of paradise, living on sprawling
acreage, with miles between their spacious home and any neighbor. She was tied to this land and to her family, especially her
twin brother Sam. It was a place and a family she thought she would never leave. Thea grew up without other children about
except for the visits of her Aunt, Uncle and her cousin George. She rode her pony, was close with her brother, and looked forward to the visits of her cousin, this was her world. But Paradise often seems to include a fall, a serpent in the grass. Thea’s
world implodes at 15 when her part in a family tragedy renders her an outcast. Driven by her father to The Yanahlossee Riding
Camp For Girls, she is left in a cottage dormitory with five other girls. In an instant everything in her life is changed. For the
first time, she is not only around other girls but living in a dorm, in close proximity. The landscape is markedly different, high up in
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina where the seasons change instead of the flat, tropical heat of Florida. The saving grace is the
horses, for Thea is fearless on horseback. She finds her way again through her time in the saddle and the friendships she makes with the other
students. Nervous, alone, and yearning for home when she arrives, by the time she is reunited with her parents she is no longer a frightened
young girl carrying too much guilt, but a confident young woman ready to face the world. This is the story of her transformation.
The Bookman’s Tale by Charlie Lovett. Peter Byerly is a solitary kind of man; his twin passions are his wife and his career as an antiquarian bookseller. Marrying his college sweetheart gave him great joy until she died and ripped the heart right out
of him. She was his avenue into the wider world, the woman who walked by his side and helped him navigate interacting with
others. On her death, he left North Carolina and holed up in the their English cottage, avoiding all contact until the day he got up
the nerve to go into a bookstore, picked up a book from the age of Shakespeare and discovered a painting of his dead wife. How
did his wife’s image come to be on this ancient painting? Why is it in a book relating to Shakespeare? The Holy Grail of antiquarian bookselling is finding anything written in Shakespeare’s hand relating to his plays or sonnets, proving he was the author of the
works bearing his name. Peter’s quest to discover the origins of the painting lead him onto the trail of the coveted work of William Shakespeare. Are they fake or are they real? As the story unfolds ancient feuds are uncovered and the danger mounts. If you love books,
this is fun to read!
Guests on Earth by Lee Smith. Evalina Toussaint’s mother lived by the kindness of men, an unstable sort of life that
ended too soon. Mr. Graves tries to do right by the 13 year old child of his mistress, bringing her into his family; it is an attempt
that fails. Evalina is sent to the Highland Hospital in Ashville, North Carolina where Dr. Robert Carroll is trying a new brand of
therapy on the mentally ill; exercise, walks outdoors, gardening, music, art to keep them active and involved. Evalina’s musical
talents are encouraged, she flourishes. Notorious Zelda Fitzgerald, wife of the famous author, F. Scott Fitzgerald, is one of the
fellow residents. The two form a friendship that is strengthened over the years as circumstances return them to the Highland
Hospital until that fateful night in 1948 when a fire will claim the life of Zelda and 8 other patients. Zelda was overshadowed by
her famous husband, but she was talented and deserving of notice.
This Dark Road to Mercy by Wiley Cash. The road to hell is paved with good intentions. This Dark Road to Mercy is paved
with a few too. Easter and Ruby learn early that life can be a struggle; they made do with little in the way of creature comforts.
Their Mother loved them; she just suffered from poor taste in men and a weakness for masking her pain. Easter is twelve years
old when their Mother died; as they adjust to life in state care Easter stays beside her little sister. It has been years since the little
girls last saw their Daddy, Wade, a minor league baseball player and full time maker of questionable decisions. Wade wants to
turn over a new leaf, do right by his daughters. The state is less than eager to hand over the children he abandoned, so again
Wade takes the easy road spiriting his daughters away in the middle of the night. Trouble is, Wade made another questionable
decision when he took a bundle of cash from the wrong man, someone willing to send a goon after him with violent intentions. Robert Pruitt has a history with Wade, not a good history, he is happy to take on the job of helping Wade depart the earth prematurely. If
there are little girls involved, well Pruitt is not squeamish. All that cash was from a heist the cops are eager to solve, but no one is too interested in the missing little girls, other than their court appointed guardian, Brady. The story shifts from these varying perspectives. Easter’s voice
rings bright and true. And you can’t help having sympathy for Wade, even as you shake your head at the choices he makes. Wiley Cash is a
master at writing stories about people living on the edge, trying to get by and in the process creating chaos.
The Bootlegger’s Daughter by Margaret Maron. 18 years ago Gayle Whitehead was a 3 month old infant found dehydrated in a derelict grist mill by the body of her slain mother. Now she wants answers. Janie Whitehead was a beauty and a sweetheart, the apple of her husband’s eye, admired by her community. Who would want to kill this vibrant young mother and leave her
infant alone in an abandoned grist mill? North Carolina attorney Deborah Knott has plenty on her mind without playing detective.
Deborah was Gayle’s babysitter; she suffered a school girl crush on Gayle’s father. She has always had a soft spot for the girl and
can’t bring herself to say no when Gayle asks for help. Deborah will have to use all her wiles to solve this cold case. This is the
first mystery in a long series, all of which are fun to read and provide a good mystery. Deborah is a likeable character with a large
family and many friends, the stories take in her clan adding a friendly feeling to the stories. Deborah is also a very ambitious, independent and determined woman, It is good to see a strong woman realistically and sympathetically portrayed.

A Month of North Carolina!
Staff Recommendations.
Deon Recommends.
Uncivil Seasons by Michael Malone. If you enjoy beautiful writing, fully realized characters, and intricate plotting you
will be most pleased. Michael Malone is an Emmy Award winning screenwriter, New York Time Best Selling author, Edgar
Award winner, a professor at Duke University and a very talented man. Most of Michael Malone’s body of work is literary fiction,
he has written only three mysteries set in North Carolina. Uncivil Seasons is the first of the trilogy. Justin Savile’s family ruled
as far back as memory served, his granddaddy was the governor, his uncle a senator, his cousin the attorney general. Justin
was meant to finish law school then join his family in the halls of power. He graduated law school but instead of joining his powerful clan he developed a taste for alcohol and became a cop. Crime in his social class, at least the sort that resulted in prison
time, was uncommon. It is a shock when the wife of Justin’s uncle, is found beaten to death. She was a cheerful woman, beloved by many. Assumptions are made about the sort of people who would be involved in her brutal murder and the reasons
they employed. It does not take long to find a low-life who fits the profile. Cuddy Mangum is a Viet Nam veteran and a brilliant detective from
the wrong side of the tracks. He is determined that justice not supposition rule.
First Lady by Michael Malone is the third in the trilogy of mysteries with Police Chief Cuddy Mangum and Lieutenant
Justin Savile V. Our Mystery Book Club is discussing the middle book, Time’s Witness, this month. Cuddy and Justin are both
showing a serious lack of judgement around the women in their lives (or around the women that shouldn’t be in their lives). There
are issues between the handsome Governor and his very rich wife. An Irish Rock Star, Mavis Mahar, is in Hillston for a concert.
While personal lives are in some disarray, Cuddy and Justin’s jobs are on the line too. A serial killer is targeting women, arranging them in martyred positions, and addressing them to the two cops. This killer is taking a very personal interest in Cuddy and
Justin, and thriving on the type of publicity no town wants to attract with the press calling the murderer the “Guess Who Killer”.
Corrupt officials and misdirection make their jobs even harder. The FBI is involved, adding another layer of law enforcement. As
the body count rises, Cuddy and Justin are in a race to stop the killer before another victim falls. There is a great scene with Justin doing something he does very well, riding his magnificent horse. Malone gives his story humor and well developed personalities as well as a good mystery.
Serena by Ron Rash introduces a villainess to rival Shakespeare's Lady Macbeth. George Pemberton brings his lady
love home to his timber camp in 1929 North Carolina where they intend to carve out an empire. Serena may be new to the mountain country but she is ruthless and determined. This woman can ride faster (while looking great in the saddle), shoot straighter,
and plot more malevolently than the guys. But there is friction in the marriage. George fathered an illegitimate child, although the
child was on the way before Serena arrived she is ferociously upset. Serena will settle for nothing less than the destruction of
mother and child. Not able to bear a child herself, she cannot tolerate George having a child with another. Serena is not a woman
to cross! There are enough twists, turns and dark alleys to keep you on the edge of your seat.
Above the Waterfall by Ron Rash. Les has been sheriff for a long time, over the years he learned to compromise in favor
of his version of right, not necessarily always the version in the rule books. Although only in his fifties, he is preparing to retire. Les
lived his whole life in the same town, earning the obligations and regrets that such a long association can bring. Becky is a park
ranger with a troubled past. Trust does not come easy but she works at it, navigating human emotions without a true compass. While the world of man may be confusing, Becky has a rare connection with nature, mastering the ability to be truly present
in the moment. A variety of interests in the community are heading toward conflict; an upscale resort wanting to shield its tourists
from contact with the real Appalachia, meth heads willing to do anything to stay high, an old man who has lived in these hills all his
life refusing to bend to the new order. Ron Rash has a melodic voice that brings a haunting power to his stories.
Nightwoods by Charles Frazier is a taut, suspenseful thriller set in the North Carolina mountains circa 1960. Luce has
pretty much turned her back on too close an association with her fellow man, figuring solitude and natural beauty are better company. She lives in a rambling old lodge as caretaker. Abandoned by her mother, left with a father still struggling with his war experiences, Luce’s most enriching relationship was with her sister. Life changes drastically for Luce when she takes on the care of her
murdered sister’s traumatized children. They change Luce’s life in all kinds of ways and bring with them danger. Her sister’s killer
may not be finished, he might want the children dead too.
Thirteen Moons by Charles Frazier is a beautifully written historical fiction. When Will Cooper is orphaned, his relatives
sell the twelve year old child as a bound boy to work off his debt in a trading post at the remote edge of the Cherokee Nation in the
Appalachian Mountains. Young Will is allowed to take a fine stallion, a map to follow, and the key to the trading post then he is
sent into the wilderness. It is a scary and perilous journey for the grieving child. Chief Bear adopts Will and initiates him into the
traditions and folklore of the Cherokee forming a relationship that shapes the character of the man Will becomes and inspires a
loyalty that will take him to the halls of Washington DC in an attempt to save his people from the Trail of Tears, for they do become
his people. As a young boy, Will falls for Claire, a girl who grows into a woman of mystery and allure that keeps him enthralled.
Their relationship is one of the defining elements of his life, although it is not without distance or challenge. Will Cooper shares
many similarities with Will Thomas, a figure from history who worked tirelessly for the Cherokee Nation against insurmountable odds. President Andrew Jackson, Davy Crocket, the Civil War, and the Trail of Tears are all part of this epic story of the South. Will has a very nice horse
too.

A Month of North Carolina!
Staff Recommendations.
Deon Recommends.
The Guardian by Nicholas Sparks. Julia Berenson of Swansboro, North Carolina, was only 25 when her husband, Jim,
died. His legacy was a Great Dane puppy, Singer, delivered to her on the Christmas Eve after Jim’s death. Four years later, she
is a very young widow at 29 when she begins dating, trying to take part in life again. Always listen to your dog! They are excellent judges of character, mine always gave great advice. Singer tires to warn Julia about her new beau, Richard Franklin. Mike,
Jim’s best friend, has been a comfort to the grieving widow, as Jim would have wanted. His feelings deepen but Julia is reluctant
to risk such a good friendship. After a few dates with Richard, she realizes what her heart desires, ending the courtship and
choosing Mike, also pleasing Singer (the aforementioned Great Dane). Some men do not take being dumped well, they are
known as stalkers, Richard is among them. Some stalkers are dangerous and devious, Richard proves to be so.
The Lucky One by Nicholas Sparks. Marine Logan Thibault made it home to Colorado after three tours in Iraq, he survived while the fighting took the lives of men around him. His pal Victor points out his luck comes from his lucky charm, a photo of
a smiling woman he picked out of the dirt in Iraq. Not knowing the woman in the picture, he brought it back to base expecting
someone to claim it, when it goes unclaimed, he carries it around in his pocket and his good luck began. In Colorado, he feels the
need to find the woman in the picture who brought him so much luck. Accompanied by his German Shepard Zeus, Logan sets out
across country in search of the woman, his journey takes him to Hampton, North Carolina where he takes a job in a kennel owned
by Nanna.
The Longest Ride by Nicholas Sparks is told through three perspectives. Ira is in his 90’s and alone when he drives toward a cabin in a snowstorm, only to hit a guard rail going off the road over an embankment now injured and trapped in his car.
As he waits for anyone to find him, his wife, dead these past 9 years, comes to him, telling him to hold on and reminiscing about
the past. Ira escaped Vienna before Hitler closed the exits, settling in Greensboro North Carolina, he and Ruth had a long life
together. Sophie is an art history student from New Jersey. She has just left her philandering boyfriend Brian. Talked into an outing by her friend Marcia, they attend a Bull Riding Contest and the party after where Brian is aggressive with Sophie. Luke, a
champion bull rider, steps between Sophie and Brian. Sophie has never been with anyone like Luke, she is used to college boys
not men who ride dangerous animals risking injury or death every time the chute opens. They have so many differences, in social
class, interests, and background, but they talk easily and a relationship begins. Luke has a secret that may put an end to any chance they have
for happily ever after. Those are the three voices, Ira, Sophie, and Luke.
Roots by Alex Haley has been called one of the most important books of the 20th Century. The story covers a lot of
ground, beginning in Africa where Kunte Kinte is taken from his small village to be sold as a slave. He endures the hardship of
the sea crossing and is sold at a slave auction where John Walter of Virginia purchases him. Things do not go well for Kunte, he
endures much hardship, but eventually has a daughter, Kizzy. The story follows this family through generations. Prior to the Civil
War the family resides in Alamance County, North Carolina where they were purchased by the Murrays. This is a moving, heart
rending, amazing saga of a family. Haley writes of their hardships at the hands of cruel masters, men who would maim them for
trying to be free, their triumphs of spirit, and ultimately their perseverance.
At Home in Mitford by Jan Karon, the first in the Mitford series, is the book to read when you just want to feel there are
good places with good people where kindness triumphs. Father Tim, an Episcopal rector, is the main character, and the glue that
keeps the village together, but it is not necessary to be religious to enjoy the simple life and its triumphs contained herein. In this
beginning of the series Father Tim rescues a large dog, Barnabas, and tries to help Dooley, an angry boy from a troubled home.
Father Tim is attracted to his neighbor Cynthia Coopersmith, beginning a quiet, kind courtship that deepens through the series.
There are no gun fights, high speed car crashes, bank robberies, or any of the other sad things that do happen, just a community
trying to get along and Father Tim trying to lead a good life. And while the books do refer to religion and God, after all Father Tim
is a rector, by my reading they are about leading a kind life, a good life not a particular religion. I believe that concept works for
an atheist, a Hindu, a Moslem, a Jew, or any denomination. The heart of the book is believing in the hope of kindness, of leading
a good life and what that might look like. Visit Mitford when you need a place of safety, friendship and comfort.
Divining Women by Kaye Gibbons is set in 1918, during the closing years of WWI and the beginning of the Spanish Influenza. Mary is at loose ends in Washington DC, waiting for her post graduate courses at Radcliff to start, when her mother suggests she go to North Carolina to help her Uncle Troop and Aunt Maureen during Maureen’s pregnancy. Mary comes from a free
thinking spirited household, she is appalled to find her Uncle Troop is a raging despot and Maureen completely cowed by him.
Clearly something needs to be done and Mary is just the woman to undertake Maureen’s emancipation.
The Body Farm by Patricia Cornwall takes Kay Scarpetta, Chief Medical Examiner for the State of Virginia and consulting
forensic pathologist for the FBI’s Behavioral Science Unit, to rural North Carolina where an 11 year old child has been murdered
and mutilated. The killing suggests the work of Temple Gault, an escaped serial killer featured in Cruel and Unusual. Making
matters more complicated, the local FBI Agent in charge of the case dies of suicide prompting an investigation by FBI Unit Chief
Benton Wesley who is also involved with Scarpetta on a personal level. Adding to her stress, Scarpetta’s niece, Lucy, a computer
nerd at the FBI’s Quantico headquarters, is accused of a security breach.

June 2016 Book Clubs.
Each year we concentrate in June on a region, city, or state in the USA as a lead up to the 4 th of July giving us an opportunity to celebrate the
rich cultural diversity and heritage across the land. This year Book Clubs take part in a Month of North Carolina with some excellent selections.
June 6th the Mystery Book Club discusses Time’s Witness by Michael Malone. If I were to compile a list of my all-time favorite
mysteries, this would surely be high on the list. When Cuddy Mangum was just a patrol man, back from fighting in the jungles of
Vietnam, he was first on the scene of a fatal shooting of a police officer by a black man. George Hall was sitting by the gun, not
attempting to flee. Sensing a lot of publicity, higher-ups took over and that was the last of Cuddy’s involvement until now. The
passage of time took George Hall to death row and Cuddy became Chief of Police. Hall’s charismatic brother, Cooper, is leading
protests trying to save his brother’s life as the execution date grows near. A race for Governor has the politicos testing the wind on
the issue. And secrets about the cop are coming to light. Cuddy is an interesting character; born of a poor family in a mill town,
brilliant, he is studying for a PHD in his spare time, yet able to talk trash with the best of them. Malone crafted a story that is humorous, unsparing in its look at justice, and possessed of an intricate mystery. Excellent reading!
June 13th the Fiction Book Club discusses Lookaway, Lookaway by William Barnhardt. The Johnston family just might define dysfunctional Southern style. Upper class and well aware of their place in society, they have far less cash and many more skeletons
hidden in their various closets than their friends would ever guess. Duke is totally involved in the Civil War, a conflict fought 150
years ago that feels as real to him as yesterday. His wife Jerene keeps the family in line, or at least tries. This family is hard to
keep on track. Her famous brother Gaston is an author with a highly developed taste for strong drink. Jerene and Duke’s four
children couldn’t be more different. Jerilyn heads off to college determined to pledge the right sorority and marry well, she is woefully unprepared for the world outside her mother’s control. Joshua sells men’s clothing and trolls gay dating sites on the internet. Annie, a successful real estate maven, is a full figured woman who talks a lot about helping the working man. Bo is a
preacher unable to relate easily to his congregation. Scandal and misadventure follow these characters wherever they go. The
ending is priceless.
June 27th the Classics Book Club discusses Look Homeward Angel by Thomas Wolfe. The story of a young man, Eugene Gant,
from a large dysfunctional family in Altamont North Carolina (a fictional Asheville), the novel is largely autobiographical, sharing
many similarities with the life of its creator. Wolfe’s rich, robust language is a pleasure to read. The story begins with Eugene’s
ancestors; his grandfather who settled in Pennsylvania, his father learned stonecutting and moved south, settling in North Carolina where he became something of a rambling drunk capable of delivering inventive soliloquies and a town character. Eugene’s
arrival on the scene is not lacking in drama. The child is adored and soon begins having adventures. What drives this novel is a
love of language, words used beautifully. It is also a brave coming of age story, Eugene’s quest for independence and resolution
as he chooses which path he will walk in life.
Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:30 PM
Everyone is welcome, light refreshments are served.
July 11th The Last Bookaneer by Matthew Pearl Mystery Book Club
July 18th Under The Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan Fiction Book Club
July 25th Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson Classics Book Club
August 1st Strangler Vine by M. J. Carter Mystery Book Club
August 15th Cloudsplitter by Russell Banks Fiction Book Club
August 29th The Wright Brothers by David McCullough Non-Fiction Book Club
September 12th The Gift of Darkness by Valentina Giambanco Mystery Book Club
September 26th The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie Fiction and Classics Book Club
October 10th Independent People by Haldor Laxness for A Month of Iceland Classics Book Club
October 17th Jar City by Arnaldur Indridason for A Month of Iceland Mystery Book Club
October 24th Burial Rights by Hannah Kent for A Month of Iceland Fiction Book Club
November The Bone Tree by Greg Iles Mystery Book Club
November Our Souls At Night by Kent Haruf Fiction Book Club
November Dead Wake by Erik Larson Non-Fiction Book Club
December Sidney Chambers and the Shadow of Death by James Runcie Mystery Book Club
December All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr Fiction Book Club
Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com
If you are involved in a club or gathering that would enjoy using space in Sunriver Village, please remember the Village owners have
kindly provided space in the loft area above Sunriver Books & Music. The space is available for uses compatible with the bookstore
during Sunriver Books & Music’s hours of operation . Using the space is free. To reserve the space for your group contact Deon at
Sunriver Books & Music. Sunriver Village is an ideal place to meet. After concluding the day’s agenda enjoy a meal at one of the VilE-readers are changing the landscape for books, not always in gentle ways. Many Independent Bookstores offer e-books for sale, including
Sunriver Books & Music. On the right hand side of our website, sunriverbooks.com, you will find information on buying e-books We hope that
you consider an Independent Bookstore when purchasing e-books. If you are contemplating purchasing an e-reader, please know that Amazon’s kindle dictates your e-books be purchased from Amazon while the I-pad, the Sony e-reader, and others allow you the freedom to chose.

