
 Sunriver Books & Music 
December 2016 
Newsletter  

Sunriverbooks.com  
541-593-2525 

Happy Holidays!  
Wishing a splendid holiday season with  

peace and joy throughout 2017!  
 

Saturday December 3 at 5:00 PM John Bruning will give a 

presentation with a video component on Indestructible; One Manôs 

Rescue That Changed The Course of WWII.  This is edge of 

your seat non-fiction that takes the reader into a story of bravery 

and ingenuity set in the Pacific theater of WWII.  Pappy Gunn, 

spent twenty years in the Navy, he served in WWI, and after 

retiring he was living the good life with his family in Manilla as 

Operations Manager for Philippine airlines.  Then Pearl Harbor 

happened and everything changed.  Pappy was called back to 

serve as a Captain in the Army Air Corps and ordered to fly the 

top brass out of harmôs way.  It was clear the Japanese were heading for Manilla, but 

MacArthurôs people led Pappy to believe there was ample time to remove their men 

from the area then come back and fly his family out.  They were disastrously wrong.  

Pappy was half a world away when the Japanese, not known for their kindness to 

prisoners, took Pappyôs wife Polly and his four children. They were taken to Santo 

Tomas Interment Camp, notorious for its harsh treatment of prisoners. Imagine how he 

must have felt, he adored his family and now they were in danger, enduring horrible 

conditions.  

A chest full of medals attest to the ferocious way Pappy did his duty; a Silver Star, two 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, and nine Purple hearts.  Pappy was a man who had his 
priorities straight, his family was never out of his thoughts, rescuing them his top 

priority. He was also a man who believed strongly in doing things his way, enraging highly ranked desk bound officers while winning the 
admiration of those fighting in the field.  For instance, he ñborrowedò (okay, steal might be the correct description) a squadron of B25 bombers 
from the Dutch Air Force in Australia,  in order to fly them on a raid to the Philippines, the planes did not return in the same condition, it was 
rough going.  Pappy devised modifications that helped win the war, but he was not the darling of the supply clerks, once pulling a gun on a 
reluctant supplier.  Pappy was a patriot, but he was not always bound by rules if he knew a better way.  General Kenney realized he had a bit of 
a boffin on his hands and gave Pappy free rein.  His innovations are still being used today; in 2010 they saved the authorôs life when he was 
reporting on the conflict in Afghanistan.   John Bruning was in a helicopter that went down, leaving him vulnerable to a considerable force of 
Taliban fighters, he was protected by Apache gunships using firepower innovations devised by Pappy Gunn back in WWII.  How is that for an 
interesting twist, the author of Pappy Gunnôs biography was saved by his subject.   
 
ñMay you live in interesting timesò is supposed to be a Chinese curse; it certainly fits Pappyôs life.  From bootlegger to ace pilot to war hero to an 
escort for First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, Pappy definitely lived in interesting times.  Probably longing for a bit of boredom!  
 
Sony has snapped up film rights to this amazing story for the big screen with Mark Gordon producing.  There is a lot of well researched history 
in this marvelous book, but it reads like a thriller, because that was the way Pappy Gunn lived, full speed ahead and the Devil take the hindmost.   
 
Family is a big part of author John Bruningôs life too, he was inspired to write this story by his daughter Renee.  He did Pappy Gunn proud, 

undertaking prodigious research to get the facts right, then conducting interviews to understand the man, forging a strong friendship with Gunnôs 

son in the process.  If you enjoyed Unbroken by Laura Hilenbrand, you will find much of interest in Indestructible.     



Saturday December 10th at 5:00 PM Bryan Denson will 

give a presentation on The Spyôs Son, his non-fiction 

account of a spy with an Oregon connection.  In 1997 Jim 

Nicholson was the highest ranking CIA officer to be con-

victed of espionage.  Nicholson was incarcerated at Sher-

idan, a Federal prison on the way to the Oregon coast 

that had earlier housed James Harper Jr. for selling se-

crets to Poland and Christopher Boyce who sold secrets 

to the Russians,   So the Oregon prison had experience in jailing spies.  

But Jim Nicholson wasnôt done; he was grooming an assistant on the 

outside, his son Nathan.   

Before his world fell apart Nicholson led an exciting life, a case officer 

traveling to exotic places.  He was a rising star, a workaholic who put the 

CIA first and time with his family second. Fellow agents nicknamed him 

Batman for his courage, daring, and adventurousness in the field, a nick-

name he embraced.  An acrimonious divorce left him a single father with doubts about the cost of having put his career ahead of his family, 

serious debt, a tendency to spend freely, and feeling the need for supplemental income. He began his economic association with the Russians 

in Kuala Lumpur in 1994. Nicholson worked as a training officer at ñthe farmò the CIAôs clandestine training center where he would know the 

names of all those young people sent out into the world with the intention of gaining the trust of others in order to spy for the US.  Those names 

were valuable; he agreed to provide the identities of the young spies to the Russians.  President William Jefferson Clinton decided to clean up 

the agency, weed out those willing to sell their countries secrets.  He teamed the FBI with the CIA to clean house.  Nicholson was caught by 

their efforts. In 1997 he began his prison term in Oregon where he could be close to his children.  A move that allowed him time to groom his 

son as his assistant.  

Nathan was a teenager when his Dad went to jail; he grew up, served his country in the infantry where a parachute jumping injury ended that 

career leaving him with a limp.  He went to college in Corvallis, living in a small apartment, and visiting his father. It was time; Jim Nicholson 

recruited Nathan, involving his son in espionage for the Russians.  In 2006 Nathan contacted the Russian Embassy in San Francisco with a 

message from his father.  Thus started a series of cloak and dagger meetings in far off places for the young Nicholson, but the ending would be 

much the same as for his father, an arrest by the FBI.   

Denson spent many hours with Nathan, months going over documents, to bring to this tale a keen understanding of the life of a spy.  It reads 

like a thriller, albeit this time the crimes are real.  This is also the story of a family failing, of the love between a father and son that goes awry, 

and the cost to all concerned.  The writing is engaging and the tale of this father son duo interesting.  It is also a very real look at the way our 

spy guys operate.  A lot of information in a swift paced book by an author who writes so well he was short listed for a Pulitzer Prize.  

A movie by Paramount Pictures to star Robert De Niro is in the works, this should make a fast paced fabulous picture!   

More information on all of our author events can be found at sunriverbooks.com.  

Please call 541-593-2525 or e-mail sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stop by Sunriver Books & Music to sign up to attend this free presen-

tation.  There will be drawings for prizes and light refreshments.  

 

 

Upcoming Author Appearances  

Saturday January 14th 2017 at 5:00 PM First Degree Mudder by Kate Dyer Seeley (slide show) 

Saturday February 18th, 2017 at 5:00 PM Piano Tide by Kathleen Dean Moore (music too!) 

Saturday April 29th 2017 at 5:00 PM New Hikes in Southern Oregon by Bill Sullivan (slide show) 

Saturday May 6th 2017 Curious Gorge by Scott Cook (slide show) 

Saturday August 12th, 2017 at 5:00 PM The Case of the Reborn Bhagwan by Bill Sullivan  

Join us to enjoy these fabulous authors! Hearing an author speak clarifies and enriches the reading experience. Author readings are free with 
refreshments served and drawings for prizes.    

Call or e-mail Sunriver Books & Music sign up to attend by calling 541-593-2525, e-mailing sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com or stopping by 
Sunriver Books & Music. Space may be limited for some events.    

Check sunriverbooks.com for changes or additions to the schedule.  
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Thank You Craig Johnson for returning to Sunriver Books & Music!  

Here are a few pictures of the September 25th event at SHARC where an audience of 350 enjoyed his performance.  
Photos were taken by Dr. Sue. Dougherty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNRIVER  STARS PRESENTS  ñWINTER WISHESò 

The Sunriver Stars Community Theater is pleased and excited to present Winter Wishes, directed by one of our veteran actresses and directors, Susan Evans 
Inman.  This Readers' Theater style production will feature adaptations of O. Henry's The Cop and the Anthem and The Gift of the Magi, as well as several 
Aesopôs Fables. 

The performances will be held at the SHARC in Sunriver on the weekend of December 2nd-4th.  Show times are: Friday Dec. 2nd at 7:00pm, Saturday Dec. 
3rd at 7:00pm and Sunday Dec.4th at 2:00pm.  Tickets may be purchased online at our website, www.sunriverstars.org. or at the door.  This presentation will 
be appropriate and delightful for both adults and children.  Tasty seasonal goodies and beverages will be available for purchase before the show and during 
intermission.  We can't think of a better way to kick off the holidays than to come to this magical presentation of several classic and beloved tales. 

Another interesting note about this show is that we've been invited to perform an abbreviated version of ñWinter Wishesò at the Deschutes County Libraries 
in La Pine and Sisters.  See our website for any further information.  Questions?:  see the website or email susanspacas@yahoo.com. 

Cowboy nap before the event.  

Carolyn Barr and Craig Johnson 
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