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Craig Johnson returns September 18 for  
Hell and Back latest in the New York Times Bestselling, Award 
winning, Sherriff Walt Longmire Series, inspiration for the hit TV 

show.   
 

In 2005 when we opened Sunriver Books, there were a couple authors on the 
top of my list to present to the community;  Pam Houston and Craig Johnson.  
Both are amazingly talented, true wordsmiths who know just the right phrase to 
make you see and feel what they are trying to say. In opening Sunriver Books, it 
was our goal to create the type of bookstore I liked to frequent.  That meant 
giving back to the community by bringing authors of merit to their notice with fun events.  
 
Craig Johnson’s Longmire series was just getting started too.  Cold Dish  first in the Longmire 
series, came out in 2004.  It was a masterful debut, the writing crisp and clear, characters that 
you want to spend time with, and beautifully plotted.  I believe we were one of the earliest 
bookstore’s to invite Craig Johnson for an event.  Pretty soon Craig was doing a whole western 
tour, The Outlaw Tour, going around on his motorcycle to bookstores who recognized this series 
for what it was; something special.  Soon there were awards (many of them!), hitting the New 
York Times Bestseller list, hundreds of requests from big name bookstores, and then a TV dra-
ma.  Throughout Craig Johnson stayed loyal to his following in Sunriver.  He is a good friend 
and we are grateful to him. 
 
Longmire was snapped up by Hollywood becoming a highly rated drama featuring Robert Taylor 
as Sheriff Walt Longmire, Lou Diamond Phillips as Henry Standing Bear, and Oregon’s own 
Katee Sackhoff as Vic.  Devoted viewers continue to lobby for more of the series to be filmed.  If 
you have only watched the show, you are in for a treat.  The books will give you a new way to 
visit Sheriff Walt Longmire and the gang.  
 
Craig Johnson brings to the mystery genre undeniably excellent writing.  Books, like many 
things, can be labeled, or put  into boxes; literary fiction, mystery, summer reading, etc. Good writing is good writing and should be recognized 
as such.  The Longmire series is a perfect example.  They are beautifully written, socially relevant, with fully developed characters and finely 
plotted.  Craig Johnson has dealt with many issues important to society in his series: the unsolved disappearance of women, violence against 
Native American women, treatment of the elderly, wolves, and so many more! He always tells a good story.  
 
The Longmire series is so hugely popular because Craig Johnson created characters that resonate with readers.  Who can resist the charm of 
Henry Standing Bear and his Red Pony bar?  A man who stands with his friends without question, is courageous, has a great sense of humor, 
and is irresistible to the ladies.  Or Vic.  A strong female character, a deputy so intent on getting the bad guys she is willing to go over, around, 
or straight on through any obstacle to bring them down.  Sheriff Walt Longmire is the epitome of what we want in our law officers.  Someone 
who cares.  Someone kind.  Smart too, he prefers to diffuse a situation rather than fighting, if he can find a peaceful way he will, although the 
bad guys do not always see the wisdom in avoiding violence.  Walt is willing to put his life on the line to protect and defend.  
 
Wyoming is Craig Johnson’s home.  He brings the grandeur of the landscape into his stories.  The tall, jagged mountains, miles of land so 
sparsely populated you could imagine you have stepped back into an earlier century.  When he writes about the sunsets, the canyons, wild run-
ning rivers, it seems as if the reader has been transported right there, into that wild, remote land.  Wyoming is a beautiful state, I enjoy spending 
time there whenever I open a Longmire book.  
 
It has been a long time since Cold Dish started the Longmire series.  Hell and Back is the 18th book, and there are an additional 3 novellas.  
Hell and Back releases September 6.  The story takes Sheriff Walt Longmire to Montana where he hopes to find some answers.  Fort Pratt was 
home to a boarding school for Native American boys.  They were taken from their families, not allowed to use their language or practice their 
beliefs.  The boarding schools were to be a way to assimilate them into white society.  In 1896 thirty boys perished in a fire.  Walt’s search for 
answers takes him to the site of the tragedy.   
 
It has been my privilege and pleasure getting to know Craig and Judy Johnson over the years.  I can tell you they are good people, fun too.  
They rescue cats (not always a cooperative animal when being rescued), love dogs, and value the natural beauty of the land.  They have horses 
and enjoy riding that wild Wyoming landscape.  For those of you who attended last year’s Craig Johnson event, you will remember Craig was 
recovering from an injury while helping a frightened horse. All of Craig’s sympathy was with the horse!  Craig does NOT like animals to be hurt.  
For those of you who have only watched the hit TV Drama (excellent though it may be), pick up a copy of Dark Horse, it ends quite differently 
(great ending!). Craig and Judy work hard, are kind to others, and care deeply about the important things in life. They are people I am honored 
to know.  

Craig and Judy Johnson photo by Dr. Sue Dougherty.  
This is a ticketed event requiring purchase of Hell and Back to receive a ticket.  Contact us for details at sunriver-

books@sunriverbooks.com .  



New Releases. 

Staff Recommendations. Holly Hendricks Recommends.  

 
Life on the Mississippi by Rinker Buck Rinker Buck is back with another fun read – this time on the Mississippi River. This 
is a story about an unhurried trip down one of America’s most important waterways. Buck takes four months to travel on a 
flatboat he had built. Flatboats were traditionally used on the Mississippi, as well as many other rivers. He assembles a rotat-
ing crew of characters and tackles the very challenging Mississippi River. With Rinker Buck, we study the history of flatboats, 
commerce and town-building along the Mississippi, and we consider the environmental impacts of Big Commerce. He re-
flects on so many subjects that it felt like I had gone on this trip with him. This book satisfied my desire to travel and I didn’t 
have to leave my reading chair.  

The It Girl by Ruth Ware. Early adulthood and college is a precious time in a young person’s life, it is a special rite of pas-
sage for those lucky enough to experience.  Unfortunately for Hannah her experience left her damaged and trauma-
tized.  The It Girl tells the story of Hannah Jones, a middleclass student at a prestigious college in the UK.  She is roommate 
to April who comes from a wealthy family.  April is fantastic -beautiful, clever, fashionable – an It Girl.  Unfortunately, April 
can also be a bit of a bully.  The friend group includes Will who becomes April’s boyfriend, Emily, Ryan and Hugh.  April has 
the capacity for affection and is appreciative of her friend Hannah, but she can be cruel.  She plays pranks that aren’t that 
innocent or funny. 

This novel immerses the reader in Hannah’s story.  She still agonizes about April’s murder.  How it has transformed her 
adulthood.  Ten years later Hannah is married to Will.  They are preparing for the birth of their first child.  She loves Will 
deeply and recognizes he has been a bright, shining star in her life.  They get news that the man who was convicted of 
April’s murder (predominantly on Hannah’s testimony) has died in prison.  He claimed to the end that he was innocent. 

The reader is taken on an accelerating ride because Hannah can’t let it go that she might have been the cause of an innocent person being 
incarcerated.  A journalist/podcaster friend of Ryan’s makes her confront what she remembers about that fateful night.  Where she was previ-
ously avoiding any details of April’s murder, she’s now grudgingly looking at the details.  She’s asking people what they remember or knew 
about April.  She’s risking her relationship with her husband, who very much wants her to focus on her and the baby’s health and let the past 
stay in the past.  There’s friction, which turns into suspicion.  The end of the book is terrific – we are left with answers. 

Ruth Ware has written a fantastic summer thriller that everyone should read immediately.  

 

Deon Recommends.  

Mercury Pictures Presents by Anthony Marra has strong characters facing difficult times.  While it is often very funny, it is 
also a compelling examination of the cost of war, how we react to it as a society, and the dark days around Hollywood black-
listing.  The scenes shift from Italy to Hollywood to the Utah desert.  Anthony Marra’s writing is luminous.  He can take a diffi-
cult episode from history and create a story that you will not want to stop reading until the last page. 

Maria Lagana and her mother, Annunziata, fled their home in Rome to start over in Los Angeles.  Leaving behind her father, 
Giuseppe, and bearing the guilty secret of the role she played in his arrest.  There is no future for them in Mussolini’s Italy.   

Maria’s childhood memories are filled with Sundays at the movies with her father, so it is a natural that as a young woman 
she goes to work in Hollywood.  Artie Feldman, head of Mercury studio along with his twin brother Ned, gives her a chance 
to prove herself and she does not let him down.  By the time WWII has started, Maria is doing most of the work of a full pro-

ducer without the salary given the boys, or the title by their names.  The love of her life is Eddie Lu, a handsome Chinese American, an actor 
with an impressive repertoire of the classics that he cannot use, always typecast as the Asian in films, roles are few and far between.   

All is not going swimmingly at Mercury Pictures.  Money is tight, the brothers are feuding, and Artie has been called to testify to a Congres-
sional committee.  Maria presents a façade of calm competence to the world, but she has a secret, something she cannot forgive her-
self.  She has avoided facing the past for a long time now.  A visitor from Italy who knows things about her father will shake up that wall she 
has built to keep the skeletons locked firmly in her closet. 

Anthony Marra’s Constellation of Vital Phenomena was an amazing story of the cost of war and the resilience of people resisting oppres-
sion set in Chechnya.  In Mercury Pictures Presents he tells a rousing story of the resilience of a young woman, the bigotry and corruption 
prevalent in the land, and the magic of Hollywood.  Strong characters make this story glow!   

 

The Murder Rule by Dervla McTiernan. Hannah was raised by a single mother with issues.  Nonetheless she excelled, is 
now in her third year of law school in Maine and doing well.  But Hannah is going to abandon her goals in order to stop the 
release of a prisoner.  To do so, she will have to leave her fragile mother, Laura, behind.   

Laura left home as a young woman, took work as a maid at a resort and cleaned houses for wealthy people on the side to 
make extra money.  She kept a journal, writing of her burgeoning friendship with Tom, a young man whose privileged life was 
a barrier to understanding each other, he couldn’t really imagine Laura’s reality.  Chapters alternate from Hannah’s perspec-
tive and Laura’s journal.   

The news announced that Michael Dandridge’s original conviction has been overturned with help from the efforts of the Inno-
cence Project, a new trial may start soon. He was convicted of rape and murder; the stakes are high.  Hannah leaves Maine, 
heads south to UVA law school intent on doing the nearly impossible, being accepted by the Innocence Project assigned to 

the Dandridge case.  She is willing to lie, manipulate, do whatever it takes.  The Innocence Project hopes to free him, Hannah is determined 
to doom him.   

 

 



New Releases. 

Staff Recommendations.  Deon Recommends.  

 

City on Fire by Don Winslow. She came out of the water moving like a siren, diamonds of water dripping off of her sculpted 
body.  Every eye on that beach was on her, especially the young Irish and Italians.  She was the catalyst that would turn their 
world into a conflagration.  

Summers the Irish crew would rent places on the beach, the Italians were there too, and they would all have a good 
time.  Hang out on the beach, have barbeques, hit a shipment or two and make some money.  They got along, with some 
ruffles, the Irish ran the docks, the unions, did a few robberies, that sort of thing.  The Italians had the gambling, girls, and 
drugs.  It had worked out for generations.  

That day they saw something on the beach they all wanted.  A woman men would go to war over, would kill, to pos-
sess.  Once the violence starts, it flames hot until all that is left of their prior way of life is ashes.   

Danny Ryan looked, sure he did, but he had the only woman he would ever want, his wife, Terri.   He didn’t really have the disposition to be a 
gangster, although his dad used to be head of the Irish mob until he turned to drink.  Now his father-in-law is top man but the carnage as the 
Irish and Italians go to war hits too close to home.  Danny was never cut out to be a mobster, never wanted to run a gang, but a beautiful 
flame came out of the water destroying everything in its path.  

The Many Daughters of Afong Moy by Jamie Ford. Fiction and history combine, focusing on traumas of one generation 
impacting the next, down through generations.  This ambitious novel, so beautifully written it is hard to put down, ranges 
from the 1830’s to 2086.  It takes the reader into different territory, the characters impacted by the shadow of their ancestor’s 
traumas. Afong Moy was a real person, it is fitting that she is the first ancestor.   

The story is anchored by Dorothy in 2045 Seattle, a time when rising sea levels and phenomenal storms make life in the 
Emerald City far from easy.  Dorothy was a teacher and talented poet, honored as Washington’s poet laureate, but her ca-
reer has stalled.  Currently between gigs, her home life is not working either. Annabel, her 5-year-old daughter, is the only 
bright spot left from her relationship with Louis.  Dorothy is troubled by dream states that seem like reality, experiencing lives 
of her ancestors, in other decades or even centuries.  They all seems so real to her; the pain of her ancestors leaves her 
depressed and unable to function.  Then Annabel starts to share the dreams, Dorothy is desperate to find some way to cope, 

to address the past in a meaningful way. In Seattle a doctor has developed an experimental treatment that allows Dorothy to fully engage 
with the traumas of her forebearers and ultimately confront the past.  Thus, we step into history, perceived through the experiences of wom-
en who faced much hardship.   

Through Dorothy’s attempt to free herself from the trauma of the past, the reader is guided to pivotal points in history and given an intimate 
view of the experiences shared by women in those times.  Grand book, with a plot that will keep you thinking long after the last page. 

After the Hurricane by Leah Franqui.  Santiago Vega was a hero to his daughter, Elena, a larger-than-life figure she looked 
up to, until he changed.  Santiago was the child of immigrants; he made his way through Yale law school going on to be a 
successful attorney.  He adores his wife, Rosalind, but whatever tethered him to what appeared to be a successful, satisfy-
ing life gave way and he started drinking, heavily.  The marriage falls apart when Santiago decides to leave New York and 
return to his home in Puerto Rico.   

Elena knows, because she has been told, that there were rough patches in her father’s life.  He doesn’t talk with her about 
his past, about his parents, his friends, how he achieved so much in life despite the odds stacked against him.   She dearly 
wants to know this family history, but he doesn’t want to speak of it.  And then when the drinking gets bad, he really isn’t able 
to speak of it, he is losing himself.   

Hard as it is, Elena knows she must move on, concentrate on her own life, realize she cannot change the trajectory her father is on in 
his.  And for several years she does.  Until Hurricane Maria decimates the island and Santiago goes missing.  Elena buys a ticket from New 
York to Puerto Rico, returning to a place she had always loved but hasn’t visited in years.  She is shocked by the devastation of the storm, 
but also touched by the beauty of the island even in the face of such destruction.   

As she searches for her father, she discovers relatives, friends, and glimpses of their family history that has remained such a secret.  This is 
a big-hearted story about a daughter’s search for her missing father, a beautiful place laid waste by the power of mother nature, and a young 
woman deciding what is important in her life.  Great read.  

Florida Woman by Deb Rogers. Jamie got in a wee bit of trouble for accidentally committing criminal arson, a pelican was 
involved (no harm came to the bird).  A video of the incident went viral (pelicans being a popular and photogenic sort of bird) 
earning Jamie the sobriquet Florida Woman.  She either has to do jail time or have a court approved alternative.  Fortunate-
ly, or probably not so fortunately, Jamie is given the alternative of working at a remote animal sanctuary for rescued mon-
keys.  The compound is a bit ramshackle but the monkeys are cute and the three women running the facility seem overly 
nice.  Jamie has had a rough sort of upbringing; she yearns for family.  So, she wants to be of use and be welcomed into the 
tight knit group.  But things aren’t all as they seem.  At nights the monkeys scream in what sounds to Jamie like dis-
tress.  Strange rituals happen in the dark.  Jamie is going to have to keep her wits about her, figure out what is going on, and 
wise up to the downside of her current predicament.  Cute monkeys, strange doings in the night, and a puzzle to solve.  Fun 
story. If you are in the mood for something different, this is certainly different.  

Iona Iverson’s Rules for Commuting by Clare Pooley. Every weekday Iona commutes on the same train to her job writing 
an advice column for a magazine.  She always sits in the same space, placing her small dog on the adjacent seat.  Of 
course many of the people are familiar, as they also usually ride the same train too.  But no one speaks, they sit quietly in 
their own little worlds, cloaked in anonymity.  As is the proper way to commute. 

Until one day the successful looking bloke, in the expensive looking suit, chokes on a grape. The pretty young woman sitting 
in the next chair ineffectually pats his back.   Iona whaps it harder, while calling for medical assistance.  A fit looking young 
man turns out to be a nurse, he steps in and saves the day. 

This one moment of potential tragedy breaks a barrier, lowers their shields of anonymity.  Nothing is the same, connections 
are forged.   



Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  
Everyone is welcome,  Meetings are held via Zoom Mondays at 6 PM.  

Times and dates are tentative due to current situation.  
 

September 
September 12 Daughter of the Morning Star by Craig Johnson Mystery Book Club.  

September 19 City of Thieves by David Benioff Fiction Book Club Banned Book Selection.  
 

Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

August 2022 Book Clubs 

In the heat of the day, find a shady spot on your deck, have a cool drink of lemonade and settle in with a good book.  Join us on Monday eve-
nings at 6 PM to discuss books with other passionate readers via Zoom.  To attend one of the discussions, email sunriver-
books@sunriverbooks.com and I will send you the Zoom link the weekend before the discussion.  

 
August 8 Mystery Book Club discusses We Begin At the End by Chris Whitaker. Meet the Outlaw Duchess Day Radley, she is 

13 and fierce in the protection of her little brother Robin and gorgeous damaged mother Star.  She will stay with you, much as I 

have remembered another young girl, Scout, from Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird.  Powerful is way too small a word for 

this amazing novel where even the villains break your heart with their tortured humanity.   

  

Duchess holds her head up and gets on with the business of caring for her little clan, defending Robin from the casual cruelty 

of children, trying to mend her fragile, broken mother.  Walker, the local cop, keeps watch over the little family.  He remembers 

Star from better times, when they were high school students and the world seemed big and wide, flush with possibilities.  That 

was 30 years ago, before Vincent King killed Sissy, Star’s little sister.  Now Vincent is being released from prison, and the past 

is about to come calling in this small coastal California town.   

  

Tragedy and humor blend, in the best of ways in this beautifully written novel.  The Outlaw Duchess Day Radley will have your heart.  

 

What Strange Paradise by Omar El Akkad is Fiction Book Club’s discussion book on August 29.  There has to be a lot to push 

people out of their known lives, to make fleeing their country the only viable way to survive.  For some life is good, there is no 

struggle for food, no worries about the bombs that might rain down on the dwelling, or gangs that might visit violence on the 

people therein.  But for many, that is life’s reality, a daily struggle to survive.   

 

Nine-year-old Amir’s family were farmers, drought took away their living, violence visited their country.  Eventually their home 

bombed, they take shelter with a distant relative, someone for whom life is sweet. She grudgingly takes them in, but to her the 

violence is a fantasy, the country’s leader tells the populace it is exaggerated, the fleeing people not to be believed.  And so 

they move on, to Egypt hoping for a chance at a new life.   

 

Eventually Amir will find himself on a rickety old ship, the Calypso, on a turbulent sea, trying to reach the west where life is said to be easier. As 

happens so often to these rickety, overcrowded vessels seeking new beginnings, it sinks and people perish in the sea.  Washing ashore to litter 

the beaches where vacationers indulge in sun and sand.  Amir, the sole survivor, escapes and finds a champion in Vanna, a 15 year old girl 

from a strict household.  Despite their vastly different circumstances and language, they form a bond, she hides Amir and does her best to help 

him, putting herself in danger.   

 

The story moves from the time the family tried and failed to find a new life after violence and drought left them no option, to the ship at sea, and 
the days after when Amir is sheltered by Vanna who desperately seeks a way to save the child. 

Digital Audio Books. 
Sunriver Books & Music offers digital audio books through Libro.  

 Sign up at libro.fm/sunriverbooks Sunriver Books & Music’s logo should appear on the top right corner of the site.  Here is a brief description 
of Libro and their terms. 

• Libro.fm works with all major publishers and has a catalog of over 100,000  audiobooks, including New York Times bestsellers.  

• Audiobooks can be purchased individually or through a monthly membership program. 

•    Over 100,000 titles  • First month/audiobook for FREE  

• • $14.99 monthly fee  (one audiobook/month) • 30% off additional audiobooks  and audiobook gifts  
For our customers who enjoy audio books as well as reading, we hope you find Libro a good source.   

Flashman July 2, 2002– January 31, 2015     

      
Please remember not to leave your pets in a parked car, temperatures can soar within minutes caus-
ing death. If you see a dog in a parked car in Sunriver, please call the Sunriver Police Department  
541-593-1014 or 911 so they can rescue the animal.  Animals can be in severe distress in minutes, 
parking in the shade on our hot days will not save them.  It is too hot to leave an animal safely in the 
car, even in shade temperatures will be deadly.  
 
Dr. Wendy Merideth of Sunriver Veterinary Clinic 541-593-8128  alerted us to the danger of mush-
rooms. Every year dogs ingest poisonous mushrooms, sometimes fatally, always requiring prompt 
medical attention.  In the Deschutes National Forest be cautious of leg hold traps that can grievously 
injure a pet, or a person.  Also, be wary of cheat grass, it can lodge in ears, nose, etc. and is out in 
August.   
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