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Flashman July 2, 2002– January 31, 2015          Please remember not to leave your pets in a parked car, the temperatures can soar with-
in minutes causing death. If you see a dog in a parked car in Sunriver, please call the 
Sunriver Police Department  541-593-1014 so they can rescue the animal.   Animals can 
be in severe distress in minutes, parking in the shade on our hot days will not save them.  
It is too hot to leave an animal safely in the car, even in shade the temperatures will be 
deadly.  
 
While we are alerting dog owners to local dangers, the wonderful local veterinarian Dr. 
Wendy Merideth of Sunriver Veterinary Clinic 541-593-8128  has alerted us to the danger 
of mushrooms. Every year dogs ingest poisonous mushrooms, sometimes fatally, always 
requiring prompt medical attention.   
 
In the Deschutes National Forest be cautious of the leg hold traps that can grievously in-
jure a pet, or a person for that matter.  In Sunriver, there are gopher traps to be avoided 
on the golf courses .  
 

Dogs in Sunriver must either be on a leash or under firm voice control, this keeps them from unhappy interactions with resident’s cats and oth-
er small animals (such as the local porcupines which can cause an emergency vet visit).  
 
Caution is necessary with doors too!  Dogs love the out of doors!  They arrive in Sunriver all happy, happy at all of the forest and meadows.  A 
veritable paradise to explore!  So an open door is like an invitation to a party.  If they escape without notice, they can be gone in an instant, by 
the time they are missed, it can be too late.  Sunriver is surrounded by forest, many animals live here.  Coyote, bobcat, deer, and other ani-
mals can lead to a deadly encounter for the beloved family dog.  Be especially careful traveling with people unfamiliar with animals and small 
children.  They may not realize the danger that open door poses to the canine family member.  If you are traveling with a cat, escaping to the 
outside is even more dangerous making doorway vigilance tremendously important.  
 
Sunriver is a great place for dogs, they love it here!  We welcome them with treats at Sunriver Books & Music.   Some of the restaurants such 
as the Sunriver Brewing Company and the Village Bar and Grill welcome dogs on their decks.  much to do and enjoy for the canine member of 
the family. Have a happy time, just be aware of dangers, so we can all do our best to protect our pets.  It makes us sad to post flyers about 
missing pets.  Sunriver really is a great place for dogs.  Flashman loved all the places to go, he is pictured here along the Deschutes River 
having a grand run.  He lived happily in Sunriver for years.  Your pet can enjoy their vacation too!  



Wednesday 

August 1, 2018 at 

5:00 PM Thor 

Hanson presents 

Buzz. Thor has 

traveled the world 

as a scientist, working with Mountain 

Gorillas and vultures in Africa, and writing interesting books about the natural world.   

Honeybees have disappeared in alarming numbers; their loss ricochets throughout the world, from the 

loss of honey for your morning coffee, to the pollination of plants necessary for hundreds of agricultural 

crops, to the pollination of flowers for beautiful gardens.  Bees are hard workers who have served the 

world beneficially.  Thor talks about the implications, the research into reasons for the dramatic decline 

in honeybees, and what science and beekeepers are doing to save the bees.  

Buzz takes the reader on a fascinating journey through the history of bees, from their wise 

switch to a vegetarian diet (less chance of being eaten by your supper!) to the ways they communicate 

and their role in nature.  Fliting from flower to flower for sweet stuff is much safer than chasing spiders 

who might eat you, although the flowers may be few and far between.  There is a lovely scene in the 

book with Thor and his young son Noah searching through Baltic amber from Latvia in hopes of finding 

possible fossils. Buzz is a delightful exploration of bees, from their choices in homes to their social 

interactions and their role in the world (lets not forget the honey for morning coffee!).  When Thor is talking about the bees and flowers, it feels 

like summer!   

The Triumph of Seeds opens with Thor being menaced by a deadly and obstreperous (bad combination in a snake, deadly and bad 

tempered) fer-de lance.   Who knew the role of a scientist could be so dangerous!?  The story of seeds is intertwined with the story of life.  They 

are immensely important in how civilizations developed, animal life, and the very survival of the rain forest.  Whole eco systems begin with and 

depend on seeds. Thor takes the reader through this process from the intimate scene of the author planting avocado seeds in his home study, 

to a space age seed bank in Ft. Collins Colorado where seeds are protected for centuries. In addition to the seed banks, seed is being 

preserved in the gardens of plant enthusiasts who use heirloom seed, a movement that is growing and vibrant.    

 

Feathers doesn’t stop with the original owners of the feathers using them; the book shows how man has benefited from fly fishing to 

downy pillows.  Just think of the abuse a feather must endure, subzero temperatures and ferocious winds for the Penguin in Antarctica.  Or the 

way a Pelican’s feathers must let it dive into the frigid waters of the Pacific then erupt from the waves to rise into the sky.  Feathers are 

remarkable.   

 

The Impenetrable Forest tells of Thor’s time in Uganda working with the Mountain Gorillas.  What a grand adventure! Uganda needs 

to balance between its desperately poor people and preserving animals.  Part of that balance is finding a way to keep some of the land wild 

while benefiting the people too.  Tourism is the golden hope of the environmental movement.  Thor was charged with teaching the Mountain 

Gorillas to accept the presence of camera toting humans; his students didn’t know they had enrolled in school.  The stories about the Mountain 

Gorillas are entertaining!  He made you feel like you were meeting these magnificent animals and getting to know them personally.    

 

Bartholomew Quill is a wonderful children’s story about a clever crow.  The book is filled with gorgeous art.   

Sunriver Quilt Show!  

Saturday August 4th from 9AM to 4PM 

Sunriver Village will be festooned with a 

dazzling array of colorful beautifully crafted 

quilts.  

 

Mountain Meadows Quilters of Sunriver will 

have a Gallery of Gorgeous Quilts on display 

in the loft at Sunriver Books & Music throughout the month of August.  This year’s exhibit is 

special, featuring the quilts of past winners of the Master Quilter Award.  

Enjoy viewing this creative display.  
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August’s first Saturday Sunriver Village is filled with finely crafted quilts by Sunriver’s Moun-
tain Meadow Quilters for Sunriver’s Quilt Show.  It is cheerful to see the Village adorned in 
color and beauty!  Enjoy the quilt show then join us for an author event. . 
 
Saturday August 4th at 5:30 Arlene Sachitano presents Quilts Make a Family, featuring Har-
riet Truman and the Loose Threads quilting guild. Set in the fictional town of Foggy Point 
near Port Angeles with the jagged peaks of the Olympics as a back drop, the Northwestern 
setting is gorgeous.  The characters are likeable and the mysteries are interesting. Arlene 
returns to Sunriver Books & Music annually to celebrate the Sunriver Quilt Show.   
 
Quilts Make a Family has the Loose Threads engaging in what should be a safe activi-
ty, making quilts for foster children.  It is no surprise that not all foster parents are nice peo-
ple.  Everything escalates into trouble when a foster parent is murdered, there is a kidnap-
ping, and a reality TV crew is running film. Harriet and the Loose Threads are kept busy!  
 
Quilt as Desired is the first in the series, introducing Harriet as she takes over her 
Aunt Beth’s quilt shop just in time for the murder of a quilter.    
 
Quilter’s Knot has Harriet investigating the murder of an instructor at a quilting retreat.  
Quilt As You Go brings a Civil War reenactment to Foggy Point.  When the dust settles 
on a battle scene, one of the corpses is seriously dead.   
 
Quilt by Association is full of intrigue.  An African woman with a blue eyed baby 
comes to town looking for Aiden, within days she is dead.  
 
The Quilt Before The Storm has Harriet and the Loose Threads making quilts for the 
homeless as a major storm approaches.  However the homeless are vulnerable to more than 
nature’s fury.  Someone is killing people in the their camp and the police are stranded on the other side of a rock slide.  Harriet and the Loose 
Threads spring into action.  
 
Make Quilts Not War is set during Foggy Point’s 60’s themed winter festival.  Someone is shot dead under a quilt display, the murder 
may have been random or maybe someone is after one of the Loose Threads.   
 
A Quilt In Time has the Loose Threads making bedding for an animal kennel Aiden is setting up in the local battered women’s shelter.  
When the fiancé of a battered woman, Harriet’s friend Sara, is murdered, Sara is a prime suspect.  
 
In Crazy as a Quilt, the Loose Threads are involved in a quilting retreat and putting up guests with various community members.  Harriet’s guest 
brings a secret from the past.  Aiden, the local veterinarian and Harriet’s main man, has a guest with ulterior motives too; she used to be more 
than a casual friend to her host.  When Aiden’s guest is found murdered in his home, he is the prime suspect.    
 
Disappearing Nine Patch brings Molly visiting Foggy Point and her half-sister DeAnn Gault, a member of the Loose Threads quilting guild. 
When just a little girl, Molly and her friend Amber were kidnapped, Amber has never been found.   Aware of Harriet’s reputation as an amateur 
sleuth, Molly asks the Loose Threads to make quilts for two large donors to the Carey Bates Missing and Exploited Children’s Center.  Molly has 
an ulterior motive; she wants to interest Harriet in discovering what happened to Amber all those years ago.  
 
Double Wedding Death takes the series to a new setting, a quilting conference in Galveston Texas with the Loose Threads, Harriet 
gets in a dust up with an aggressive bride at the hotel hosting both the wedding and the quilters.  The groom had been putting the moves on 
Harriet, but the jealous bride believes Harriet is out to get her man.  When the volatile newlywed is found murdered, Harriet is a prime suspect.   

  
Saturday August 18 at 5 PM Tor Hanson will give a presentation on 

Camp Abbot, his history of what came before Sunriver.  Camp 

Abbot was established as an engineer replacement training 

center for engineers involved in the war effort during WWII. Col. 

Frank Beeson of the Corps of Engineers, a West Point graduate, 

was charged with running the camp.  Col. Beeson knew what the 

engineers would face, in WWI he commanded engineers on the 

Western Front.  Over ninety thousand combat engineers were 

trained at Camp Abbot for war duty.   

Camp Abbot is filled with period photographs and details about the camp.  We 

have many requests for books on the history of the area, this is right to the point. 

Tor Hanson is not to be confused with Thor Hanson.  



Saturday September 1st at 5:00 PM Jane Kirkpatrick will give a presenta-

tion on her latest historical novel, Everything She Didn’t Say, the story of 

Carrie Strahorn.  Jane Kirkpatrick has many books telling of strong women 

who contributed to history in meaningful ways, stories that would otherwise 

be lost.   She carefully researches and blends historical events using real 

people in a fictional account that leads to an interesting story while also 

saving remarkable women and their accomplishments from obscurity.    

Carrie Strahorn led an amazing 

life.  Robert Strahorn was a pub-

licist for the railroads, scouting 

out places ripe for expansion and 

writing glowing articles about the 

opportunities available for set-

tlers to the West.  In 1877 when 

they married and settled in Oma-

ha Carrie had little notion that his 

job with the railroad would quick-

ly expand to travel in the west, or 

that she would share the adventure.  For decades they traveled, by stage coach, rail-

way, and horseback.  If Robert went on alone, Carrie would set out to follow, even if it 

meant traveling in a blizzard.  She was by his side traveling through the night in a 

stagecoach in Indian territory during an uprising.  They rode horseback to Yellowstone 

Falls; imagine the grandeur of that wild spectacular place before it became a tourist 

destination.  The quiet and pristine beauty must have been awesome. Settlements the 

Strahorns had a hand in starting grew into towns still prospering today.  Life with Rob-

ert Strahorn was not a bed of roses, they were both headstrong, and he had a pen-

chant for making a bundle of money then risking it injudiciously.  Their fortunes rose and fell.  In 1911, Carrie Strahorn published a memoir, 

Fifteen Thousand Miles by Stage.   Jane Kirkpatrick’s extensive research used the memoir, along with letters, and articles.  The result is a novel 

that reflects the life of Carrie Strahorn and the settling of the West.   

Jane Kirkpatrick has many novels telling good stories while also giving an intimate look at history featuring strong women.   

This Road We Traveled is the story of Tabitha Moffat Brown and how she came to be named by the Oregon legislature 

“the Mother of Oregon”.  It is also the story of three generations of women who crossed from Missouri to Oregon on the Oregon 

Trail, along with a passel of other family: sons, husbands, brothers, daughters, and so forth.  Tabby kept an unusual pet, it had me 

intrigued and kept me turning pages to learn how it was faring. Tabby was in her sixties and lame in the 1840’s when her eldest 

son, Orus Brown, persuaded the family to head west to the rich farmland of the Willamette Valley.  Not to be left out, Tabby joined 

forces with her brother-in-law, John Brown, a sea captain eighteen years her senior, to outfit their own wagon and head west 

too.  The crossing would be grueling, they were in the mountains at the same time as the Donner party, and hardship would test 

their mettle.  A full account of life on the trail is given. Arriving in Oregon Tabby faced many challenges, including what she would 

do next.  Quite a lot as it turns out.  The whole family is involved in the story, including a link to a famous painting made even more so by a Pu-

litzer Prize winning novel.   

The Memory Weaver.   November 29th 1847 Eliza Spalding, only ten years old, survived the massacre that took the life of Mar-

cus Whitman, his wife Narcissa, and twelve other men by Cayuse who were convinced the Whitman Mission at Waililatpu, Wash-

ington brought deadly disease to their tribe.  Among the 45 survivors, Eliza was the only one fluent in a Native American tongue; 

she spoke the Nez Pearce language.   Thus the small child not only witnessed horrific bloodshed and terror, thereafter she acted 

as translator while not knowing if the survivors held captive would be killed or freed.  What would be the effect of such an experi-

ence on a child?  Today Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome is known to affect survivors of traumatic events, in 1847 not so much 

so.  Teenaged Eliza is haunted by memories of that day, tormented by conflicting emotions toward Native Americans, unable to 

completely separate the Nez Pearce who were her childhood friends and rescuers from her attackers until she reached some 

form of peace with her experience. Eliza lived a full life, she married a man determined to chart his own 

course. He was also a man able to understand the strength of his wife, perhaps even a bit more than she 

understood herself.  This is a novel that spans a long life, giving a vivid account of history.  

A Light In The Wilderness is a fascinating story, blending fiction and fact, about a 

free black woman from Missouri who traveled the Oregon Trail to the Oregon Territory. The 

scenes on the trail involve many real characters from history and give a feeling for the hard-

ships of traveling west..  It is also an interesting exploration of how a black woman traveling 

with a white man may have found the trip. Settling in Oregon, her troubles were not over, 

she would have to fight in court against a powerful white man who was determined to strip 

her of all her worldly possessions by nefarious means.  For a black woman to go to court 

pre-Civil War is truly a courageous act.  



September 9 is fast approaching!  

Craig Johnson returns for the latest in the Longmire series. 

Depth of Winter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

two shows, a 3:00 matinee and a 7:00 evening presentation 

at SHARC. 

 

 

Sign up to see this free event with New York Times Bestselling author Craig Johnson while there is still space.  Call 541-593-2525 or  email 

sunriverbooks@sunriverbooks.com to sign up.  

 

Craig Johnson faithfully returns annually to Sunriver, we appreciate his friendship and loyalty.  Viking, a division of Penguin-Random House, 

has allowed us two shows to give everyone in the community the opportunity to see Craig Johnson. It is not easy logistically, but they made it 

happen.  Lets say thank you by filling both shows!  

 

It started with the Outlaw Tour, the adventure continues. We are very grateful to Craig Johnson for his loyalty and support of Sunriver Books & 

Music and his many readers in Central Oregon.   

Depth of Winter, latest in the Walt Longmire series releases September 4, we are happy to pre-order for you.   

 

Craig Johnson’s Walt Longmire mysteries inspired the hit TV series Longmire, the books are New York Times bestsellers as well as bestsellers 

in Europe.  Cold Dish, the first in the series, won the Le Prix du Polar Nouvel Observateur/Bibliobs.  Death Without Company was the Wyoming 

Historical Association’s Book of the Year and winner of Frances’ Le Prix 813.  Another Man’s Moccasins won the Spur Award and was the 

Mountains and Plains Book of the Year.  Publisher’s Weekly picked The Dark Horse as one of the Best Books of the Year.  Junkyard Dogs won 

the Watson Award.  The Library Journal selected Hell is Empty as the Best Mystery of the Year. As the Crow Flies won the Rocky award.  The 

Longmire TV series was the highest rated drama on A&E.  The books are not only great fun to read, they are also award winners and critically 

acclaimed.  I have eagerly anticipated every book since The Cold Dish was published and I have never been disappointed.  

Action, danger, and a dramatic setting fuel the propulsive tension in Depth of Winter, a gripping story of daring and sacrifice.  Sheriff Walt Long-

mire faces his greatest challenge; there are some things worthy of risking your life.  At the top of Longmire’s list is his daughter Cady. Alone 

Walt Longmire travels to Mexico where Cady is held captive by a sadistic drug lord with grievances against Longmire and the knowledge of how 

to hurt him most.  In a land where he has no jurisdiction, a country he was forbidden entry by the American government, he goes into the heart 

of a bleak, desert landscape against an army of vicious drug runners to save his child.   

Right from the start Johnson introduces great new characters. Captain Guzman of the Border Patrol’s motto might just be full speed ahead and 

let the Devil take the hindmost.  He knows people who may be able to help Walt; there is no sympathy in Guzman’s heart for the drug cartels.  

FBI Special Agent Mike McGroder is playing the long game, working with governments and teams plotting against the cartels.  His goal is to 

keep Walt out of Mexico, keep him from upsetting any of the FBI’s operations, and thus save his life.  McGroder views Walt’s attempt to rescue 

his daughter as a suicide mission with no chance of success.  Nonetheless, the big cowboy from Wyoming is not about to let his only child per-

ish at the hands of a violent man without trying to save her, no matter the odds. 

Isidro is silent but deadly, a sniper of amazing accuracy and loyal to Guzman. The Seer, wheelchair bound and blind, is well connected, knows 

the whereabouts and background of the good and the evil.  Assisted by his nephew Alonzo, he drives Walt south into the hot Mexican night to a 

remote ranch.  Dr. Martinez has his own reasons for taking on the cartels; he agrees to go with Walt into the remote mountains after a stone 

cold killer surrounded by the cartel’s private army.  Bianca, Martinez’s sister, disapproves of the dangerous mission, fearing for her brother’s 

life; nonetheless she has powers to bring to bear.  

Sheriff Walt Longmire has faced down many a man, but none more dangerous than the adversary who holds his daughter. Walt Longmire will 

take on an army of thousands in the blazing heat of the Mexican desert attempting to save the life of his child.   His foe intends to auction off 

Cady to the highest bidder, thus making a tidy sum for himself, putting her beyond Walt’s reach, and insuring she remains in misery.  Walt can-

not let that happen; if necessary he will die trying to save her.  

The picture of Craig Johnson and Flashman was taken by Dan Feer . 



Cold Dish introduces the characters, letting the reader get to know them.  Walt is a 
big guy who prefers talking his way out of a tough situation to fighting, but if violence is 
the only reply Walt is well able to answer. Henry Standing Bear is tall, soft spoken, 
thoughtful, whip smart, a favorite of the ladies, and often quite funny. Vic, a transplant 
from a family of tough Philadelphia cops, is possessed of a razor sharp tongue, and is 
gleefully ready for action.  The girl is downright dangerous. The story revolves around 
four white boys who got off without so much as slapped hands for raping a Native 
American girl in high school.  Now, years later, someone is shooting them dead.   

 

Death Without Company opens with a death in an assisted living facility. Former 
Sheriff Lucien Connolly is positive the death was not natural; Walt’s loyalty to Lucien runs 
deep.  He goes against the wealthy family to investigate.  The story has ties to the past, 
a woman hard done by, and the Basque community.   

 

Kindness Goes Unpunished moves the action to Philadelphia where Cady, Walt’s 

daughter, is an up and coming lawyer.  Walt wants to meet her new beau.  Henry 

Standing Bear is involved in a photo exhibition so the two men travel together, where 

they will meet trouble as they always do, side by side.  

Another Man’s Moccasins finds a dead Vietnamese girl along a roadside in 

Wyoming with a picture of Walt from many years ago in Vietnam.  The story moves back 

in time to Walt as a young Marine in the jungles of Southeast Asia.   

Dark Horse has Walt holding a prisoner he fears is innocent.  She was discovered with a gun in her hand, a shot dead 

husband in her burned out house, and a ready confession.  It doesn’t add up for Walt, he goes undercover to find the truth.  The 

horse in the story is pretty cool too!   

Junkyard Dogs is one of my favorite, and that is saying something because I enjoy them all.  The opening scene is 

priceless.  An expensive new McMansion subdivision looks out to snowcapped mountains and down on a dump.  Ozzie wants the 

dump closed down so he can move some real estate.  Add a Romeo and Juliet story for the older set and you have a heady brew 

of greed, passion, and intrigue.   

Hell is Empty lets all the devils loose on a mountain in a snow storm where Walt is following a band of stone cold killers 

after a hand off of prisoners to the Feds goes tragically awry.  Walt climbs alone up the mountainside entering into the circles of 

hell after armed and deadly men.  

As the Crow Flies introduces Tribal Police Chief Lolo Long.  She proved her bravery in Iraq, but her hair trigger temper 

and inexperience are not ideal in a Police Chief.  Walt will have to give quick sheriff lessons if they are to catch a killer.  Oddly 

enough, the prickly Lolo is immune to Henry Standing Bear’s considerable charms.   

 A Serpent’s Tooth begins with discovering Cord, a “ lost boy”  ejected from a rogue polygamous Mormon splinter group.  

Henry Standing Bear and Walt cross state lines to try and find some answers at a heavily armed Mormon compound while Cord 

discovers movie DVDs and is inspired to try his hand at horse rustling.  Cord is soon joined by his self-proclaimed protector, Orrin 

Porter Rockwell, Man of God, Sun of Thunder blessed by Joseph Smith himself.  Walt is having a little trouble with Orrin’s 

identity, Joseph Smith having gone to his greater reward well over a century ago. 

Any Other Name.  One of Former Sheriff Lucian Connolly’s cronies, Detective Gerald Holman, either committed suicide 

(the official version) or was helped from this world.  Holman was steady as a rock, a by the book kind of guy.  He was working 

cold cases, not doing anything that should have turned deadly.  Lucian asks his former protégée Sheriff Walt Longmire to dig into 

the last days of Holman’s life and figure out what went wrong. One of the last cold cases Holman looked at was a missing 

woman.  

Dry Bones. The last place any cop wants to be is in the middle of a territorial dispute between the FBI, the Justice 

Department, the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, a local ranching family, and a museum of sorts.  That’s exactly where Sheriff Walt 

Longmire finds himself when the largest most complete T-Rex skeleton is discovered on a ranch owned by the Lone Elk family. If 

there is a lot of money in the equation, the sum total is bound to be trouble.   Millions are up for grabs. the issues of ownership 

murky.   

An Obvious Fact takes Sheriff Walt Longmire and Henry Standing Bear to Hulett, Wyoming where Walt looks into a 
suspicious hit and run accident that took place near Devil’s Tower National Monument as a favor to a young policeman.  Hulett  is 
across the border from the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Henry intends to race in a dirt bike competition.  The two men travel in 
Henry’s 68 Thunderbird, Lola, named for a mysterious woman from Henry’s past.  Lola the original, a stunningly dangerous 
beauty, shows up looking for Henry. There is plenty of tension and action.  Henry Standing Bear is reading Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories; a quote is apt, “There is nothing more deceptive than 
an obvious fact.”   Those who followed the series since its beginning will remember 
Craig Johnson’s Outlaw Tours.   He rode his motorcycle around the west  to 
bookstores for events.  At one of our events, in the old Chamber of Commerce building 
across from Sunriver Books & Music, Craig rode the motorcycle into the room and 
gave the presentation from the top of the bike. Flashman sat on the bike to add a bit of 
flash. It was quite a show.   

 The picture of Craig and Judy Johnson was taken by Brooke Snavely. 



The Western Star moves seamlessly between two time frames, current day Sheriff 

Walt Longmire, Deputy Vic Moretti, and former Sheriff Lucian Connolly head to Cheyenne 

where they will unite with Henry Standing Bear, combining a visit to Walt’s daughter Cady 

with an attempt to stop the compassionate release of a prisoner.  Along the way they stop 

off for firearm certification and meet up with some other officers for a drink and a little 

conversation.  One of the cops notices a picture on the wall of the Western Star in 1972 

with a group of Wyoming Sheriffs and one lone deputy, Walt Longmire, arrayed in front of 

the train.  Memories take Walt back to 1972 and his first days as a deputy, boarding the legendary 

train with his mentor, Sheriff Lucian Connolly, not at all sure he wants to be a cop, struggling in his 

relationship with his new bride, and still dealing with the effects of serving as a Marine in Vietnam. For 

the Sheriffs, the ride on the Western Star was an opportunity to relax, party a bit with other law en-

forcement officers, and have a good time (at least until the hangovers hit).  On this ride, not all of the 

Sheriffs who board will survive.   

Spirit of Steamboat opens with a mysterious woman seeking former Sheriff Luci-

an Connolly. Her visit transports Walt back to 1988 during his first year as Sheriff when 

a horrific accident left a little girl hanging onto life by a thread.  Wyoming was under 

siege by one of those maelstroms of snow and howling wind that come along about 

once a century just to reassure you how feisty Mother Nature can be. The medevac 

flight cannot make it to Denver.  There is only one plane at the small airport with a 

chance against the ferocity of the wind, a dinosaur from WWII, with the speed, power, 

and heft to fight out in the storm. But no pilot is able to fly the old bomber, except former Sheriff Lucian Connolly, the Doolittle 

Raider is intimately acquainted with the craft though it has been a while since he bailed out over the China Sea back in the big war.  Walt, Luci-

an and Doc prepare to fly a relic into the storm of the century in an attempt to save a life.  Long odds on success and a good chance of being 

scattered all over the Wyoming landscape.  Walt, Lucian, and Doc are men made to eat up such odds.  Walt’s reply “…it’s a question of what 

you have to do, what you have to live with if you don’t.”   Lucian faced those odds before when he and 79 other men led by Lieutenant Colonel 

Jimmy Doolittle climbed into B25B Medium Bombers on the flight deck of the USS Hornet. Walt’s courage was tested in the jungles of Vietnam.  

Doc experienced Hitler’s Germany.  When the question is who will risk their life to save another, the men’s response is I will. Another inspiration 

Johnson used is a big, black horse named Steamboat described by Jack Bowers as “the closest thing to perpetual motion that ever wore hair”.   

Wait For Signs brings together 12 short stories featuring Sheriff Walt Longmire showing different aspects of Walt’s 

character and background. Old Indian Trick takes place in autumn; Walt is driving Lonnie Little Bird to a doctor’s appointment.  

Along the way they stop at a roadside diner for a bite to eat, arriving just after a robbery.  Never discount the intuition of an Old 

Indian. Ministerial Aid is set on New Year’s Day 2000.  Walt is delivering a paycheck to his deputy out at the Powder Junction. 

This day will offer him the opportunity to play a unique role in helping a woman and give him a shot of introspection as well.  Di-

vorce Horse puts Henry Standing Bear, Walt, and Vic on the trail of an ill-tempered horse much prized by a divorcing couple.  

Thankstaking is Thanksgiving Henry Standing Bear style. Messenger involves Walt, Henry Standing Bear, Vic along with a family 

of bear, and an owl.  Henry and Vic together are always entertaining, throw in bears and an owl and things quickly get out of 

hand.  The last story is Petunia, Bandit Queen of the Bighorns; I will let the title speak for itself.   

The Highwayman.  Rosy Wayman was a stand up Wyoming Highway Patrolwoman, who earned the respect of Sheriff 

Walt Longmire.  A few months back she was transferred to the Wind River area, a place of spectacular landscape with granite 

canyon walls and white water.  Also a land of legends.  One of those legends was Officer Bobby Womack an Arapaho Highway 

Patrolman known as the Highwayman who died over 30 years ago in a fiery inferno.  Now Officer Wayman is getting midnight 

calls asking for assistance, from the dead man.  Her commanding officer wants to send her for psychological counselling.  Rosy 

is sure she is hearing those calls.  She turns to Sheriff Walt Longmire and Henry Standing Bear for help. Can Walt and Henry 

figure out what is going on before things get deadly?  Lots of suspense, Craig’s usual gorgeous descriptions of Wyoming, and 

humor for a great mystery!  The ending is absolutely perfect!  

Wyoming has a wild, starkly beautiful landscape.  You can drive for miles along the highway and see nothing but distant mountains and wide 

open spaces. It is not hard to imagine in this country a time without highways, when appaloosa horses galloped across the plains.  Lightening 

storms and sunsets paint the sky like a canvas in the hands of a master.  The sheer gobsmacking power of the view is incredible.  Craig John-

son lives surrounded by this land, he does it justice.  The characters Johnson created come to feel like old friends, you will want to visit again.                                                                                                          

The picture of Craig  and Judy Johnson above was taken by Dr. Sue Dougherty.   

There is a lot going on in Sunriver in addition to events at Sunriver Books & Music. 

Sunriver Art Faire 9:30 AM Friday August 10 to  4:00 PM Sunday August 12.  information at  sunriverartfair.com 

Sunriver Music Festival’s Season is August 10 to 22, information at sunrivermusic.org. 

Concerts and Twilight Cinema at the Village, check villageatsunriver.com for a list of dates and performers. 



 Upcoming Book Club Dates for Monday Evenings at 6:00 PM  
Everyone is welcome, light refreshments are served.  

 
September  

September 17, 2018 Since We Fell by Dennis Lehane Mystery Book Club 
September 24, 2018 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  Classic Book Club Banned Book Selection 

 
A Month of Australia 

October 
October 8, 2018 The Dry by Jane Harper Mystery Book Club A Month of Australia 

October 15, 2018 The Lieutenant by Kate Grenville Fiction Book Club A Month of Australia 
October 22, 2018 True History of the Kelly Gang by Pete Carey Classic Book Club A Month of Australia 

 
November 

November 12, 2018 Bruno Chief of Police by Martin Walker Mystery Book Club 
November 19, 2018 The Widow Nash by Jamie Harrison Fiction Book Club 

November 26, 2018 The Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston Non-Fiction Book Club 
 

December 
December 10, 2018 Missing, Presumed by Susie Steiner Mystery Book Club 

December 17, 2018 A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles Fiction Book Club 
 

Comment on book clubs, look up future book clubs, or find more information at Sunriverbooks.com 

August 2018 Book Clubs. A Month of Oregon. 

August 13 the Mystery Book Club discusses The Heist by Daniel Silva.  Gabriel  Allon is a talented man, he travels restoring pre-
cious works of art while spying for Israel in sumptuous locations.  The story takes place in Venice, Marseilles, Corsica, Paris, Ge-
neva, and Australia.  Caravaggio’s painting, Nativity with St. Francis and St. Lawrence is a missing treasure. General Ferrari of 
the Italian police persuades Gabriel to help in a murder investigation and finding stolen art in order to save his friend, Julian Isher-
wood, from a murder rap.  Julian, an art dealer, happened upon a murder scene in Lake Como and the authorities found him to be 
a convenient suspect.  The victim is a spy and an art thief. Hence involving the purloined masterpiece.  Money stolen by the Syri-
an government is also involved, allowing Gabriel to bring in his team. Lots of intrigue and suspense!  
 
August 20 the Fiction Book Club discusses Everybody’s Son by Thrity Umrigar. Anton was only 9 years old in 1991 when his 
mother went in search of drugs, found her dealer, and spent the next 7 days in a drug induced haze while her son starved and 
sweltered.  It was a hot summer, the temperature was 95 degrees and the windows to the apartment were painted shut, beyond 
the ability of a thin 9 year old boy to open.  For his “safety” his mother had locked him into the apartment.  Food ran out on day 3, 
about the time the electricity was turned off for non-payment.  The telephone had been shut off earlier.  Anton drank tap water, 
trying to stave off the hunger and heat.  Finally, on day 7, weakened and worried about his mother, Anton threw a chair into the 
window and climbed out, cutting himself on a shard of glass.  A kindly police officer picked the kid up when he noticed him walking 
down the sidewalk trailing blood.   His “mom” was found just a few blocks away, higher than a kite. She didn’t mean to leave her 
son, just wanted a quick hit, but the dealer kept her high to work off her debt. Her first questions are about the son she did not in-

tend to abandon in a hot building with no food.  Well, the road to hell is paved with good intentions. If Anton hadn’t thrown that chair and had 
died in the apartment her intentions wouldn’t have done him the slightest bit of good.  Anton is desperate to be reunited with his mother; she is 
desperate to have her son back.  Odd how a beaten dog will go back to its owner, a woman to her abuser, and a child is eager to return to a 
parent who could prove deadly.  However the law is involved now, so Anton is put in the foster system and Juanita, the mother, is sent to jail. 
Judge David Coleman is a good man, from a privileged background, the son of a US Senator.  His son died in a tragic accident, David would like 
to have a child in their large home again, help out a kid in dire circumstances.  Delores, his wife, is a great mother; they live in a safe neighbor-
hood with excellent schools, sharing all of that seems right.  He is a little nervous when offered Anton, not sure he is the right choice for a trau-
matized black child.  His worries turn to a deep love for this golden child, he is filled with protectiveness and caring that take him past boundaries 
in order to keep Anton.  The boundaries crossed come home to roost when Anton discovers the truth as an adult.  The scenes with Anton com-
ing to grips with the actions of people he loved and trusted, and his moral deliberations about the path he must take for the future are wonderful 
written and deeply moving.  Anton is an absolutely splendid character! This is a perfect book club selection!  It asks disturbing questions about 
moral choices, ethnicity, and the use of power granted by wealth and privilege. 

If you are involved in a club or gathering that would enjoy using space in Sunriver Village, please remember the Village owners have 
kindly provided space in the loft area above Sunriver Books & Music.  The space is available for uses compatible with the bookstore 
during Sunriver Books & Music’s hours of operation .  Using the space is free. To reserve the space for your group contact Deon at 
Sunriver Books & Music.  Sunriver Village is an ideal place to meet.  After concluding the day’s agenda enjoy a meal at one of the Vil-
lage restaurants and browse in the many shops. 

August 29-September 3. 
Inspire a child to enjoy reading! Donate a book to Three Rivers School! 

It is hard for school districts to find the funds to keep their libraries and classrooms thriving with 
good literature.  Help fuel the school children’s passion for reading.  Buy any book in the chil-
dren’s section at 35% off, we keep the book and deliver it to Three Rivers School with your name 
& address.  The first child to read the book will write you a thank you note, thereafter the book is 
available for the Three Rivers students.   In donating books this way the children are exposed to 
a wider variety of literature as everyone picks books they feel will ignite a desire to read!  
 
A $19.99 book would cost you $12.99, a $16.99 book will be $11.05, a $12.99 book becomes $8.44, $9.99 re-
duces to $6.49, and $6.99 is just $4.54.   


